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PREFACE.

T o court applanse by oblique dexterity, or without
a due sense of respect for public opibion, imperti.
nently o advance pretensions, is cqually revolting to
the feelings of an ingeoucus mind. Bot as gemius
and a desire of fame are naturally allied, and, per-
haps, the former never exizted withont the latter :
will ot the youthfol adventurer be justifid in en-
deavouring 1o stamd well i the opinion of the judi-
cions and discerning, by disseminating bis works
among them — onder & confidenee, thal the more
candid will be pleased with the first blossoms of
poctical talent, not oaly as the fraits of indostry, but
a3 presages in matorer years of more elevated titles
to distinction? With these bopressions, the Author
of the following Poems bas been indeced; by the
adviee of hie fricnds, to offer the present Collection
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to the public, The praise of friends, I am aware, s
not always a sofficient resson for poblication ;—aod
pieces of poetry, dictated by some local cecurrence,
or intended as a tribute of politensus or affection to
some Individuoal, thouph at first much admired, may,
nevertheless acarcely deserwe Lo be transmitted to
posterity. I am wel] aware that the strict eve of
eritlcism may discover imperfections, and that a mice
car may, perhaps, occusionally be hurt by & horsh
line ;—and, that some, from a dread of lospiring into
& goung wind, & taste Tor exira-acadetmical fame, may
be disposed to extingnish.altogether snch attempis—
yet it would be straintog delicacy beyond conrvenient
bounds, if we did not cheriah the idea, that therc may
be others, who may be pleased to look propitionsly
on the first specimens of genios at 56 iy an nge-—-
wany of them having been written when the Author
bad attined only his ‘Thirteenth year, and the whole
before e lowl completed Iifleen years of age. Their
claims are not, perhupe, of that snperior kind, which
will fivd & puce amobg the Gl orders of postry ;
baut the pieces breathe throughont the troe spirit of
virtuons seosibility, vigovr of faocey, aod thet cha-
racteristic manner, which always accompanics strong
power of invention j—they display richoess of ima-
gery, and elegunce of style, while the language hus an
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easy How, and unaffected dimplicity, free from that
artificial splendor, and olseure magnificence, which
modermn taste seens o estuliish a8 1he excellence of
poetical diction. Most of the larger Poems in the
Collection express 1o ensy languapge, and at the same
time with all the graces of genuing poetry, EVLTY sEq-
fiment fitted to the occasion on which they were
written, OF thls, among the lighter ones, the reader
will bave an agrecable specimen in the verses dedicated
to Lady €. .. L.... which though on a trivial suh.
Juet, may, perhaps, give us juat and pleasiog on idea of
this Writer's poetical talents, ns any ather single piece
amang the more telfllig ones which we can collect,
The Translations of the fivst Chorus of (Edipus Tyrran.
e, and two Oules of Horaee, exhibit no small degroe
of classical sitainment : and, bewever just or other-
wise the remark may be, © that the fdlure of pre.
ceding translators bas arisco, in & great measare,
from a desive to copy the vuriations of Horeee's
measures ;" (he present ones convey @ correet and
spirited explanution of e senso in general, and by
whserving clecumstancey mal the littde figures ond
torus wn Whe words, (il cwriese feticitas verboram,)
they bave preserved the beanties, and kept alive tat
spirdt wned o, which make the ehicl character of 1he

original.
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It will not, thevefore, be presuming too much, to
hope that these Poems may contain eneugh to draw
from soch as value the display of early talemts, a
favourable reception : and that the Anthor, under
auch epcouragement, when his taste is more niatured,
will perfect the prodoce of bis youthful mdustry,
audl by diligence add to the stoves of a mind formed
by mature to acowmulate wnd decorate them-—there is
only Jelt for me to say,

His sllem accwmulem donis,

$IAOME 0.



ADVERTISEMENT

BY THE AUTHOR,

Norwithstanmyo my friend has said so mach and
ag ilattering to myseif, in Iis Preface, vet the diffi-
dence and the anxiety which ever accompany 4 fret
attempt, particularly it a0 varly an agé, nrge me to
aldd a few words, however snperfimons they may
appear. An apolegy i3 indeed, perbaps, always
requisite for an Introslon on the public, and I cannot,
therefore, refrain fram allering one for some of the
I'ocms which are inferior o the rest, They were
written when but a child—they were 1he st fant
duwnlogs of poctie enthosisam,—and that sense of
integrity, which should accompany every action,
prevenied my pow altering them, in any maferiul
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respect, I expressly state the age at which they were
witteni, and T think it But & duty to the pablic, that
they shonld actnally be written ot that age.  For the
same resson, therefore, and not from any wrrogant
vamity, I bave beeu particalary earefil that no other
hand should have polished, or improved them,

For the Rattle of Waterloo, mach sught to be said
in apelogy, when so muny far, for more adeguate 10
the task, than myself, have written upon ity and wihen
so many have failed in the attempt, it seems o argue
vanity in the design; but such, I may assert, was far
from my mind, ut the time of ite composition. It
was begun in a moment of entlustasin—it was con-
tinned frowm a deep interest in the underraking—and
it was completed flom a d'uaiilu:, I bave always enter-
tained, to leave any thing wnfinished, Buat I was
mryselt very unwilling to commit it to the press, and
only did o at the express und futtering desire of
some intimate friends, whe were, perhups, foo partinl
o perceive its defects. :

Tu the yenerosity of the more lenient of the public,
du | now confide 1his fivet attempt for their favour ;
aud, ws they sean over the faolts with the eye of



