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PREFACE

TO THE FIRST AND SECOND EDRITIONS,

Tiurs book is designed (1) in satisfaction of the
widely-expressed desire for a move partienlar
account than has wvet been rendered concerning
the genesis of the writings claiming to constitute
a “ New Gospel of Interpretation”; and (2) in
fulfilment of the duty incumbent on me ns the
survivor of the two recipients of such Gospel to
spare no means which may minister to its recog-
nition and acceptance by the world, for whose
benefit it has been vouchsafed.

Although largely biographical in character, this
book is not a history of individunls, but of a Work,
and involves only such personal references as are
necessary to such history. It is not, however, a
full or o final aceount that is contained in if.
Such an account can be given only in the form of
the regular biography which is in course of pro-
yaration. This book is an instalment only of that

iography, being put forth in advance of it, partly,
as said above, to meet a present need, and partly,
to prevent a tolal loss of the record in the event of
my failure to complete it-—a contingeney of which,
in view of the magnitude of the task and my
advanced age, I am bound te take account.

E. M,
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PREFACE

TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Sivee the puh!i{'&tiﬂn in 1893 of this book whick,
as stated i Chapter V11, was * intended but as
an epitome and mnstalment ” of a far larger book
then in ecourse of preparation, the full and final
account of the * New Gospel of Interpretation "
has been given to the world. In 18U6 E:hrurcl Mait-
land published h.lb meagnum opus, " The Life of
Anna Kingsford,” in two large volumes of 420
pages, * illustrated with portraits, views, and fac-
similes.”  This 15, unrr( will always be, the
biography par ezcellence of Anna Kingsford and
Edward Maitland, and 1t is absolutely I]\dl&I]{'ll-
sable for those who woull know ull that there is
to be known of them and their work and of the
* New Gospel of Interpretation.” As that book,
however, on account of its great length, musi
always be a costly book, and therefore beyond the
mezns of many who would like to have some
reliable informuation eoncerning Anna Kingsiord
and Edward Maitland and their work, and as there
are many who, on account of their time for reading
being limited or their inclination to read being
little, require information within the compnss of
a stall book or go without it altogether, there will,
notwithstending the publication of the ** Life of
Anna Kingsford,” be a demand for this shorter
“ Btory,” which 1s so adwirably suited to meet the
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needs or requirements of these classes of persons;
for, be it noted, the publication of * The Life of
Anna Kingstford " has not in any way depreciated
the value of this book in this sense that, having
been written by one of the two recipientis of ihe
Y New Gﬂapcl of Interpretation,” 1t 18 a first
authority second to none for the statements therein
contained.

The change in the title of the book from * The
Story of the New Gospel of Iuterpretation ™ to the
present title calls for some explanation and justi-
fication, because the former title was an excellent
one in many respects, and the book has become
known to many by that title. The *“ Gospel of
Interpreiation ™ 1s the name or deseription which
was given by its Divine Inspirers, the llierarchy
of the Spheres Celestial, to the work of which this
bool: tetls the story, in token of its relation to the
previous * Gospel of Mamifestation.” The former
title implied, as the Author pointed out in his
preface, that that which this book propounded was
“not really a new Gospel, but one of Interpreta-
tion only "'; and this 15 not really new, but, as the
Anthor has also pointed out, “so0 old as to have
become  forgotten and losi, being the purely
spiritual sense, as discerned from the purely
gpiritnal  standpoint  originally :|'111£:1:|ult:¢]I and
insisted on by Secripture itzelf as its true sense and
standpoint, and those which alowe render Scripture
intelhigible ", But notwithstanding  this, and
notwithstanding that on the front page it was
expressly stated that * There shall nothing new
be told ; but that which is ancient shall be inter-

WIE.0, Letler in * Light " of 29th August, 1891,



IP'REFACE 'TO THUE TIIIRD ETION, ix.

preted,” the former title failed io convey to the
minds of some the meaning that it was mtended
to convey, und il gave no indicaftion of the
biograplical nature of the work. Many who oiler-
wise would have read the book refromed from domg
go because they thought ikat o new Gespel,
inconsistent  with and  perhaps  opposed to it
not intended (o supersede the old fj'uﬁpd'-], Wik pri-
pounded. It is wecessary, thevefore, for me to
gtate, if pr_'r.-:nib}ca more explicitly than it was siated
in the previous editions of this book, that this is
not an attempt to create o new Guospel differing
from that of Jesus Christ®. Anna Kingstord's
and Edward Maitland's mission awd aim was
to interpret the Christ, noel 1o rival or supersede
Him. '.I‘lm * New Gospel 7 iy, first and foremost,
interprefative, and ialestractive ouly i the sensn
of reconstructive. It tells nothing vew; il
simply restores anid reinforees the old, even the
Gnosis, which, as the doctrine of the Chareh un-
fallen, is that alzo of the Chureh fallen, though the
latter has lost the key to its interpretation ™3, Nay
is the teaching represented by this book vpposed to
the existence of an ohjective Clhureh. Anna Kings-
ford and Fdward Maitland fully recognised the
neeessity of such an organization for the formula-
tioae, I‘lj'ﬂ[lﬂgﬂgiﬁnp anil exposition of 1't~i1'.;‘:in1'|. Their
opposition was "null.' to the recognitton by the
Church of the objective, historical, nnd material-
istie azpect of ra_hli;':irm, to the eaelasien of that wliaceh

MfEee further ma to this, an article by AR and E.M, in
“Light" of %rd September, 1882, reprinted in Eife AK.
Yol IL p. 17,

ME M. Letter in * Light " of 22nd July, 1593



