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INTRODUCTION,

Toe renowned writer of Cwsar’s “ Com-
mentaries © did not think 1t necessary to
furnish a preface for those notable com-
positions ; and, 1 truth, the custom is
altogether of modern fimes. The apcient
heroes who became anthors and wrote a
book, left their work to speak [or itsell—
“to sink or swim,” we had almoest said,
but that s not exactly the case. Ciesar
carried those very “Commentaries”™ between
his teeth when he swam ashore from the
sinking galley at Alexandria; but it never
necurred fo im to sapply posterity with a
prefatory flourish.  With a soldierly brevity
he begins those famons chapters at the be-

ginning—* Quats Gallia in fres parfes,” &e.



viil INTRODUCTION,

The world has been contented to begin
there with lim, for the last two thousand
years; and the fact is a great precedent
against prefaces—especially since, as a rule,
no one ever reads them till the book itself
has been perused.

The renowned soldier who has here turned
author, entering the literary arena among
the novelists, has also given his Enghsh
translators no preface. But custom expects
one, and the nature of the present work
espeetally requires that a few words should
be written explanatory of the original pur-
pose and character of the Ttalian MBS, from
which the subjoined pages are transeribed.
It would be unfuir to Garibaldi if the un-
doubted vivacity and grace of his native
style should be thought to be here ac-
curately represented. The famous cham-
pion of freedom possesses an eloquence as
peculiar and real as his military genins;

with a gift of graphic deseription and
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creative fancy which are but imperfectly
rendered in this version of his tale, partly
from the particular eclrcumstanees under
which the version was prepared, and partly
from the impossibility of rendering into
English those subtle touches and persomal
trarts which really make a book, as light and
shadows make a countenance. Moreover,
the [taln MBS, tsell, written throughout
in the autograph of the General, was com-
piled not for o studied work, but as the
solace of heavy hours at Varignano, where
the King of Ttaly, who owed to Garibaldi’s
sword the splendid present of the Two
Bicilies, was repaying thot magnificent dota~
tton with a shamefiud 1mprisonment.  The
time will come when these pages—in their
original, at least—will be numbered among

historic proofs of the poet's statement that

* Btome walls do not a prison moke,
Nor lvon bars o cago:
Minds innocent and guied take
These for a hermitoes.”



