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OF THE TUMBLER OF
OUR. LADY (1)

N the “Lives of the Fathers,” the matter of

which is of profit, 2 story is told, than which I

do not say that none more pleasing baz been heard,

but this one is not 3o withont woerth, that it may

not well be told. MNow will T tell and rebearse unto
yon of that which happened to 2 minstrel.

So much had he journeyed to and fro in e many
places, and so prodigal had he been, that he became
z monk of 2 holy Order, for that he was weary
of the world. He wholly edlinquished his horses,
and clothes, and money, and sl that he had, and
then he withdrew him fr:m the world, and gever
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more did he with to return to it, Therefore he
entered this holy profemsion, as has been said, st
Clairvaunx {2).

And when that this tumbler, whe war 10 graceful,
and fair, and comely, and well formed, becsme a
monk, he inew not how to perform any office that
fell to be done there, Of @ truth, he had lived only
to tumble, to turn somersauly, to spring, and to
dance. To leap aod to jump, this be knew, bat
naught o, azd traly oo other lesrning had he,
neither the ¥ Paternomyer, por the ** Cantirles ™ noe
the “ Creds,” por the * Ave Maris;” nor sught that
could make for hix wlvatdon,

And when that he hed =rtered the Order, be mw
mat kigh sbein who communicated together by
sigm, and uttered mot 2 -word, and right serely he
bethonght him that in none other manaer were they
sble to hwld discoene. But scon were &is doubts
anded, for he learnt that spesch forsooth was for-
bidden wnto them for pemnce, wherefore st times



