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Tord John Manners said, he did not tale the same view as Sir Remjamin
Hall did, that it waa tha dnty of that offies to interfere in any way with the
paving of the streets of London.

Mr, Hawes would take the liberty of askling his lordship which department
of the Gevernment he consjdered such a anbject referred to ?

Tord John Menners: As Chisf Qommissioner of Poblia Works, he thooght
hia war not the office.  The mare proper departreent, this being s commersial
matter, ba thooght would be tho Board of Trade—Fide Observer, March
14, 1888, Deputation from the Metropolitan Parishes to Lord John
Mannars.




eyl

OBSERVATIONS ON HORSE RAILWAYS,

BY GEORGE FRANCIS TRAIN.

TO THE RIGHT HONOURAEBLE MIENER GIBEON, M.T.

Twme age of Omnibusea in mwﬂe&mhmha.npaaaod The age of
Horse Railways has commenced,

Ameriea has introduced the new invention of relieving erowded
streets, by giving additional facilities for {rovel; end, as Europe
must sooner or later, adopt n similar system, I make hold
to address you, as President of the Board of Trade, a few comments
connected therewith,

‘While on & recent visit o the United States, I was surprised to
find the progress made in what the Americens term Horse Rashways,
the English tremwesys, and the French elemin de for Amerieain,
In the cities of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 8t
Louis, and Cincinnati, the reilway cars were displacing omnibuses
in all the large streets. Like all practical labour-saving inventions,
the people first oppose then advocate them. They have already be-
come & public utility ; and Americans would miss their railway-car
as much as the English wonld their penny-postage system. The
horse railway is a fixed faet. It hes had @ fair trisl, aod hss met
with striking smccess. . -
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The Horse Bailway is creating, and will continue to creale, the
sama revolution in large cities that the telegraph on the land,
and the electric cable under the ccean has done in commerce.

Ap the locomotive superscdes the stage-conch on the shore, and
the steam-boat displaces the sailing vessel on the sca, eo will Horzo
Railways make omnibuses give wuy tothe force of progress.

The railway from Liverpool to Manchester, in your recollection,
astonished the world.  Now there are seveniy thoussnd miles!
Brunel's genius progressed from {be Great Western of 2,000 tons to
the Great Eastern of 20,000 tons in twenty yeara! Now a thousand
steam-boats conneet the mother land with her colonial children,
as the arteries varry life from the heart.

England, first in iren railing the eountry with steam, is last in iren
railing the city with horsc-power. But ihe enterprise that shmu-
lated the Thames Tunnel, the Tubular Bridge, the Orystal Paleces
gnd Great LBastern, will not leng submit to the miserable sfeam-
packets from England to Fremce, ferry-boats from Liverpeol to
Birkenhend, or to omnibuses blockading the leading vity thorongh-
farca. Thelatter enterprises, I am confident, on the improved system,
woald prove a8 great financial suecesscs as the former have financial
failures.

This paragraph, from the Temes, showa that Irelsnd is wide awake
on the subject, while England slespa :—

Irrsn TramMwavs~As thers is now no deubt but that the bill of Sir Robert
Ferguson will become law in the course of the ¢cosuing session of Parlisment,
& proepectns has been bssued of the Cily of Dublin and Suburbs Tramway
Company, nnder the Limited Liabilities Act. A very flourishing sesount is
smbodied in the preliminary wotice of the suceess of iromways in New Verk,
chiefty founded on the stutistics supplied by the correspondent of the Tinees,
in New York, Tt is proposed that tha capits) of the Dublin Company should
be L£100,000, in £10 shares, to0 be paid as wanted; to run five lines of four
milek exch through the suburbs, centering in the business part of the city, sad
connecting the railwars snd quays.
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The Irish jowrnals are fully slive to the importance of Sir Rebert
Ferpuson's bill,  'Will England and Scotland allew Ireland fo take
the lead, or rather will not Parliament pass & gemeral bill for the
Lkingdom } :

The advantages of Horse Bailways over Omnibuses are so well sat
forth, by Alexander Easton, C.E., of Philadelphis, in '*.4 Practical
Treatize on Sireet or Horsepower Rolways" that the following
Extraet will be of interest - —

Popalar prejodics is the grest enemy with which the advorates of inmovas
ton heve bisd to combat, sod strange g8 it may appear, it is nevertheless
practically true, thal the more uselul the measure advocated, the preatar. haa
been the namount of apposition hronght to bear ggainst it, even by parties who
hove sabsequently been berefitad by the very measures they soughl to defeat.

A plance at the early history of inmpike roeds will clearly show the diffionl-
tier engountered by their projectors; buf which, when overcome, becama the
favored improvement of the age, aml legislative holls soonded with angry
debata for their protestion, se soon s railronds sere proposed, denouncing
them az & nuizancs, and their eorporators as visiomary speeulstors.  So it was
with the introduction of canals, steam bosts, and even pas, the enruments
agninst which, brooght forward by the opposition having, in each iuuf.um'
exhibited the grossest ignorance of sclence, and of the praeticn] efeet of the
propozed iraprovements, oll of whivh is upplicable st tha present day, and has
been experienced by those who proposad the introduction of strect ruilways.

Theinterest which operated against tarnpike rosds was that of the mule-
teer; the interest which operaled against railroads was that of atnge coach
el wagon proprietors, and in the case of strest railweys the opposition is
from vmnoibus eompunies snd antiquated slage communities, whose palpalilc
interest it s to defeat & measure, which invades their imagined rights, by the
substitution of & meuns of communisetions 8o tnanifestly nseful vod nacsssary,
aa to complotely destroy the system to which they are so fithfully wedded.
They wsg the means employed in thelr interests to influence, snd lead on
oppesition, until having obfained cortain provisees in the eharter for thair
ezpecial benefit ; the time has arrived o fraternize with the enemy—whan
they at onee become strong pdvocutes for street railways: and uoforfunately,
without the influence (o quench the fame of prejudios which they have ignitod.

- - ® . - L] »
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That incressed facilities for commerce anid trensportation cause grealer
influx of traffic and travel to the principsl streeta of large cities, ia indisputa-
bly recogmized, and where the sonsequent inconvenience of narrow therough-
_ furea ennnot be eorrected, it most be modified by eeonomizing time and spoce.

Time is economized by regularity of transit ; the ¢ars being quickly stopped
by the application of the brake, the most refractory horees are immedistely
arrested ; while the whole speretipn becomes po mechanical, that the horees,
when acenstomed to the signals of the bell, stop or start witheut any sction on
the pert of the driver, by which means & time table can be cffoctively nsed,
and business men are not subjected to deloye incident to the old—ond we
trust soon to say cheolete— omnibuyg system,

Bpare s seonomized, brewuso ommibuses, (the most numerous and dangerons
portivn of the travel,) surging Trom elde (o side of the streste, are abolished,
while the work heretofore inedequately performed by three of thoss vehicles,
is engily necomplished by one car, in halfl {he time, nolwithstanding it is con-
centrated aud confined to one chanpel

By the convenience siforded the public by the cars, the sidewalks are
religved from pedesirians, and the centre of the street from vehicles; a seat
can ba faken and vacated without trouble or danger to the ocecupsnis of the
car, whether invalid or infirm, end the raila present such an even and smooth
suriare for the whesls of erdinary vehicles, that the drivers avail themselves
of their continged usa, Tt is & most diffienlt matter to dispel from the ignorant
or prejudiced mind, the ides, thet the railways will be ronrtantly oocupied by
eoniinuous traina of cars, which beyond & doubt would block up the street,
ohatruet the trevel, and be & moet confirmed nuizenes, ruinoms to the Tocelity;
whevess in reality the rails themasives forme no obstruction, but rather invite
vehicles on the track ; the paseage of the little car is momentary, 8 it moves
quietly along the strest; snd the mmisance coensionsd by the rattling of
omnibuses over the rough stones ia sbolished, leaving the strests mearly aa
noiacless a3 when eoversd with snow; the advantages of the smooth rail, ars
thus neither fow nor umimportant. Any ene, femiliar with ths laws of
momentam, readily undarstand the effact of the sonstant jar to buildings,
ooeasioned by the passege of omnibuses, and partioularly in the thronged
thoroughfares, where buildings are most elevated.

11, however, the solidity of conatruetion ehould prevent injurions results,
there are many minor distnrbances—if not so dangerons, almost as anvoying
e~whi.li gannot be preveuted, such as the econstant vibration of pier-glisses,



