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DEDIAM, June 3, 1863,

Erv. A¥D DEAR Sm, — At a meeting of the Diocesan
Board of Missions, held at the hoose of the Rt Rev. Bishop,
on the 1st inat, it was voted uwnanimonsly ;

# That the thankes of the Board be presented to yoursali
for the sermon vou preashed, at thelr request, doving the
Session of the Diocesan Convention, and that a eopy of the
gamie ba asked of you fin publication.”

Yours verv truly,

SAMTEL B. BABCOCK,
Seevetary B of M.

To.the Rev. I, D, Hosroyarex, D D

EIVEREITER, OAMGRITHE §
PRINTED BY H. 0o HOTAHTON
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 Far from you aoanded oub the word of tha Laid tot enly i Maoa-
dnmin o Achnla, bot alsy in avary plass youre faith to God-word i3
spromil abrond,” — 1 THEds § B

Trz special value of the words is that they give
us o certain senso of energy of movement in mis-
sionary action. Whoether we take this sounding sut
of the Word of ihe Lotrd as the express and volun-
tary proclamation of the Gospel to ther neighbors
by the Christians at Thessalonica, as some exposi-
tors do, or, with others, constrne the phrase as re-
ferring to the honorable report that had gone abread
of the faithfulness of the men of this young church
in their home-worlk, ite fimess for onr purpose to-
night will be the same. The power of the faith
then was such a vital and irrepressible thing that it
would not stay in its entrenchments, would not hold
its peace, or be hid. The life of their love for
Chyist ia too intense, and too thoronghly charged
with the law of increase, to 1ot thesa believers nes-
tle down satisfied wich their own chureh privileges
and acecommodations, setting their candlestick so
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low that the candle will throw its beams only a fow
stadia along the Thermaie Gulf, and limiting their
Christian influence to the city where they get their
living. If they do not take pains to publish their
zeal for the Cross, it will poblish itself, in their self-
dental, consisteney, and activity. From them as
a starting-point, throngh all that Macedenian and
Achaian region, the Word of the Lend must go
sommding out, and gounding on, vinging and rever-
berating along the walking Pagan pepulations, like
the voice of a trampol, — quickening, converting,
gathering in, by group after group, the great and
glad eceleaie, —rank after rank and army after
army rallying to the *smeramental host.” The
term itself -that the apostle uses,—unsed here alone
in the whole New Testamont, — answers well to
the other word in bis vivid Greele speech, which he
chooses to signify the work of preaching, — xgpnias,
—a word taken from the animating office of the
herald, who etood, in the Greck games, at the end
aof the rnce-course, to etir the spirits of the runners,
to bold up the prizse, and to proclaim the name of
the victor. So, sccording to St. Paul and his Thes-
salonian disciples, the preacher’s errand i3 the ex-
hilarating one of declaring to men the prize of theix
high calling; the Word of the Lord is a message
of i and peer 7 and the fiest business of a Chris-
tian Churel, anywhere, is to sound ouf, “in cvery
place,” ita “ faith to God-ward,” and to  apread it
abroad.”
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That law of the Chuoreh’s life is as unalterable as
its Head: and no Chusch 15 apostolical that does
not wind it.  Literally it remains a low, —an in-
ovitable condition and wmode of it being as the
thing which its name signities, —as a Church of
Clwrist, * yesterday, to-day, nnd forever.” Wher-
ever this law beging to be suspended, or furgotten,
there, and that moment. the Body has begun to
part with its red blond, and to furfeit it title.  The
figure may stand, and, with Jangnid functions, keep
up the semblunces of vitality,—as is secn in that
malady of a decaying vital stream, which the
physicians call gnemia; lnt the force slackens, the
fibre whitens, and the seats of life ave steuck, along
with the organs. A Church that is not constantly
adding to its possessions, and enlarging its domain,
by the earnestness of the souls already organized
within it, however affluent, eonfortable, and pune-
tilions, is a backslider, and has a enrae prepaving.
Not to prow ia to die.  Not to *spread abroad,™ is
to wither away. Napoleon's maxim s no move
tewe of the Sfefe wmilitunt than of the Clwrch mili-
tort.  ** The army thal remains in its entrenel-
ments ig beaten,” Tt i the Bee Body, — so pene-
trated with Cheist that it can say of itsell cvery
Lonr, * It is wo move 1 that live, but Christ liveth
i me,” which hug we time for internal controversy,
and no strength to waste 1o schism, and iz only
stimulated to fresn enterprises by unbelieving Jews
or Greniiles around it; always feem St Paul’s day
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to this day, — evorywhers, in Macedonia, in Massa-
chusettz, and round the world,—so recefving the
Word in * much affliction,” and yet * with joy of
the Holy Ghost,” ag to * sound it forth™ again, in
such ready and cheerful responses of misstonary
effort, offerings, and prayers. as caonot be kept
back.

As to the question, therefore, whether this ex-
tensinn of the Gospel and Church of Christ in our
own territory is an obligation resting upon us, in
conseience and heart, a2 an gppointment of God, —
the menns of arrviving ot an anewer to that wonkl
seent to be simple and near at hand.  In the first
place, our religion teaches us that the Christian sal-
vation of any one baman soul, anywhere in the
world, 38 o result of such moment I God's sight,
that if everythivg we eould do and give would
secure to only that one bman soul the blessing of
eternal life, a holy charaeter here, and an everlast-
ing epivitual setivity and joy in the world te come,
with all the Lenefits that follow from that one liv-
ing power, the labor and the gift would be more
than justificd. If we have ever leayned the Tove of
our Lord truly, we shall knew that all the wondues,
the toils, the teachings, the suffurings of bis miniz-
tey. from the flicht inte Egvpt to the aseension
inte heaven, wonld have beon pecomplished just as
readily for the wenlest or wickedest heart in all
this world, as for the earth itself and its millions,
Again, in diveet langnage, and repeatedly, Christ
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makes it the business of his followers to multiply
their number by conversion. No sooner are con-
verts made, than they are senk forth, twe by two,
or one by one, to comvert their neighboers ; and every
soul, of every nation, is a neighbor.  As surely as
the real spirit of the faith is received, the desive to
communicate it will come with it.  Two things, the
Lord says, are utterly irreconeilable, —to be n
Christian, and not to be in sarnest in making othera
Cheistians.  So that while Tie was on earth, and at
the moment of his final separation from them, he
was bidding lis diseiples go, be missionavies, preach
and teach, found Chueelws, and set up ordinances
and those that could not po were to furnish support
and a Godspeod for those that coudd.  # How chull
they hear without a preacher, and how shall they
preach except they be sent.” Further, the moment
Christianity began o act and to be o felt furce in
huoman histery, it acted a5 a gelfditfusive, communi-
cative creature, and was felt as a missionary foree.
All the New Testament, from the Evangelists on-
wards, proves that. The ** Aets™ of the Ajostles
were aggressive, forthgoing acts. Their writings
were sent as epistles to newly established churches,
mosily from temporary missionary stations in their
travels, Whatever permanent institutions were set
up and loft behind, the messengers wers atill flying
on from one advaneed post to anether, bearing a
Grospel portable and perambulatory, as well as con-
structive and binding; gathering with one hand,



