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PUBLISHERS' PREFACE.

‘I'mese sketches of the lectures which were given during the
recent Convention at Yale College, were first printed in the .
columns of the New York Tribune, Occurring as it did when
there was an unusual pressure upon the eolumns of the paper,
the Convention would never have heen reported at all ift the
editors bad not regarded with great favor this attemapt to im-
prove the condition of our Agricultural science. Anxicus to
lend the powerful aid of the Tribune to farther the object in
view, they allotted a sufficient space daily for a succinet outline
of the lectures throughout the entire course, So much valua-
ble information was embraced in the several disconrses, that
to the reportér it was a matter of preat difficulty to select as
little s would fill the space at his disposal ; and the readers of
thi= pemphlet will not, therefore, wonder if he has not done
full justiee to cither the topics or the lectures, When the
course was almost completed frequent inguiries were made s
to whether suy complete report of it would be published ; and
by many a desire was expressed that if nothing more detailed
and elsborate could be done, at lesst these Tribune sketches
should be collected in book form, for convenience of preserva-
tion, It being established beyond doubt that no fuil publica--
tion eould, for varions ressons, be made, the publishers of this
volume have made arrangements with Mr. Olcott to edit and -
correct his motes. To render them ns nearly perfect as their
brevity permits, they have been submitted for revision to the
lecturers themselves, and may, therefore, be considered as at
least fair summaries of the matter delivered by them from the
lecture-desk.
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INTRODUCTION.

BY PROFESSOR JOHN A. PORTER.

Tae views of Agricultural Education in which the Course
of Lectures originated—reports of which are here presented to
the poblic—were set forth in the New Englander, for Novem-
ber, 1859. From that article we make & fow quotations, as
introductory to a sketeh of the course iteelf, and of the advan-
tages which may be expected from a pursuance of this system
of agricultural edueation :

“Thmmirt‘l:lequmtmnmthupubhﬂmmﬂ as to the impor-
tance of new agencies for the diffusion of sgricultural knowl-
edge. A more diffionlt guestion is, how the lack of them
shall be supplied, The Press does much, but' by no means all
that is required. The contact of man with man, and of mind
with mind, is necessary to inspire the enthusizem which is
essential {o rapid progress.

“The introduetion of books on elementary science indo onr
Common Schools, would be & great step in advance ; but here
again there is the absence of that contact of the man of knowl-
edge with the men who need it, which is essential to the
highest snccess,

“ Bhall we wait for the establithment by Government of
great agricultural institutions, similar to those of continental
Europe? Buoh institations are among the most obvions and
essential wanta of our time, but s public and general opinion of
their utility and necessity must be created before either our
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