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Ah! & W dols mourir, bel astre, et i ta tite
Va dans Ia vaste mer plonger ses blonds cheveur,
Avant de nous guittér, un scul instant arrfte—
Etoile de I'amour, ne descends pas dea efenx |
ALFRED DE MuseT, Le Saul.







(] MR, ISAACS.

has never ceased since the earliest social moqn&& a.nd
where a mode of thought infinitely mere {hpﬂd
any feudalism has become ingraingd fih kS B aud
soul of the ,ch.lef ‘races,; firbdents fai more favourable
Gonditions {o? .gm‘lrlh and development of the true
nﬂvénmﬂer ‘fHan are offered in any free country, For
m’a free country the majority can rise and overthrow
the favourite of fortune, whereas in a despotic country
they cannot. Of Eastern countries in this condition,
Russia is the nearest to us; though perhaps we under-
stand the Chinese character better than the Russian.
The Ottoman empire and Persia are, and always have
been, swayed by a clever band of flatterers acting
through their nominal master; while India, under the
kindly British rale, is a perfect instance of a tuthless
military despotism, where neither blood nor stratagem
have been spared in exacting the uttermost farthing
from the miserable serfs—they are nothing else—and
in robbing and defrauding the rich of their just and
lawful possessions. All these countries tcem with
stories of adventurers risen from the ranks to the com-
mand of armies, of itinerant merchants wedded to
princesses, of hardy sailors promoted to admiralties,
of half-educated younger sons of English peers dying
in the undisputed possession of ill-gotten millions.
With the strong personal despotism of the First Na-
poleon began a new era of adventurers in France; not
of elegant and accomplished adventurers like M. de
5t. Germain, Cagliostro, or the Comtesse de la Motie,
but regular rag-tag-and-bobtail cut-throat moss-troopers,
who carved and slashed themselves inte notice by
sheer antmal strength and brutality.

There is infinitely more grace and romance about






