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PART 1.

—_—

ME. PYN'S ARGUMENT FOR THE YEAR 1847, s
THE OUTSIDE FERJOD OF THE LORD'S EETURN
TO EARTH IN PERSON, EXAMINED,

—_—

CHAPTER 1. Infroduciion. '

A 11r1LE book has, of late, been circulating in the
neighbourhood in which I lve, written by Mr. Fym,
Vicar of Willian, in Hertfordshire, the purport of
which is to show that the second personal appear-
ance of the Lord muset take place before the year
1847,

Strange indeed it is that ench a book even hears
upon its pages those worde of our Saviour himuglf—
4 0Of that day and bour knoweth no man, not even
the angels in heaven.” Straoge, indeed! for if the
facts and argument which Mr. Pym has put tortn
to determine the date were anthentic, it had lain
within the reach of the meaneat intellect to discover
long age. How much more obvious, then, must it
have been to the higher capacity of the angels.

But the book professes to be written for the
young and unlearned; to put a warning into their
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hands on the subject of which it trests. Oh! you,
my brethren, who have been moved by your reli-
gious semsibility, and your reverence for the mys-
teries of God, to give heed to the words of this
teacher, and such as be, who, professing a more
than ordinary love for the truths of the word of
God, and the blessed hopes conveyed in them, gain
the confidence of the simple and sincere, by pre-
tending to have discovered in that holy book deeper
things than common teachers make koown, look
carefully here, and attentively examine with me the
arguments and the assertions of this book.

I aseure you, thateven to me, who feel most
desirona that you ghould know the truth of this
matter, which [ am most fully persunded is in
opposition to this book ;—even I, through the weak-
ness of my nature, for auch must be the cause, am
dispozed to view the general conclusions of the
work as an entieing and beautiful romance, if I only
could find ground to think it frue.  But truth is the
most precious of all things ; and however it may seem
to some that, in this Essay, I am seeking to relieve
the world of an impressive admonition to consider
diligently their ways, and to be robbing themsclves
of an animating cause to rejoice with thanksgiving
in the Lord, let them dismiss the prejudice, and
‘temperately resolve to seek, and bear to Jook npon
the truth, for it is certainly the will of the God of
truth that we should follow it before all things,
and trust to him, that that which he ordains and
purposes shall be better and holier than any imagi-
nation of our own. The more definite and the
more near any object of expectation which is beay-



tiful in its character and elevating in the sentiments
it awakens, is pictured and presented to the mind,
the stronger disposition must it there find to em-
brace it, and receive it na a true description. This
favourable disposition must any one meet with in
his readers, who will present to them some tangible
picture of the general objecta of their faith, dressed
in the beauteous light of the language of Divine
promise. This earth, indeed, we all look upon
with love and admiration, as the effulgent expres-
sion of the celestisl mind, in which every form of
beauty which it contains was first conceived ; and
the prospect of liring here again in love, in a
mare perfect state of nature, withount the let and
hindrance of ein and s=orrow, and withont the
gpprehenzion of u speedy. departire s now, how
soon we kmow mot, but for the continpance of a
thoosand years, and that speedily to arrive; this
is a draught of the prophetic scenes which cannot
but be welcome to & believer. But remember, that
if this be not truth, it is only our own infinmity ; for
if the truth is something different, it must be also
something better than this, for * it heth not en-
tered into the heart of man to comceive what good
things God hath prepared for those that love him ;"
therefore should we be confident to look for truth,
and abide in that—not carried about with every
wind of doctrine, as some have made use of this
ery, which Mr. Pym has raised, to draw the fearful
and unlearned into achism.

If further reasons be sought for my desire to set
forth the errors of this book, they are these :—that
ita general tone, and its languege in many places,
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is injorious; that it tends to the unsettlement of
faith; clsiming for private interpretation the an-
thority of positive doctrine; but chiefly am I
offended to see the sacred repository of saving
knowledge and elevating contemplation, the well of
divine truth, and refreshing fountain of holiness and
comfort, converted into a liberty-ground of fanciful
invention, as if it were a piece of poetical mytho-
logy, out of which any cne of a romantic tumn
may compose whatsoever entertsining visions and
exciting schemes of doctrine may chance to fall in
with the preposeezsions of his imagination.

I pray you, then, to bestow upon this examins.
tion those paina which are necessary, in every case,
to arrive at en assirance of the truth; and, if I
seem long, yet know that to come to the bottom of
& question it is needful to view it in all its parts.
Not only in the end will you so be better able to
judge of the particolar subjects of this discussion,
and to estimate the degree of eonfidence to which
Mr. Pym is entitled as a faithful guide to the sense
of Scripture; but I trust also you will, from the
exercise, gain some gecurity against the danger of
being misled hereafter by a similar treatment of
the mysteries of religion,

I shall be obliged to show you how the anthor of
this work hes mistated Scripture; how he bas laid
different parts ¢ogether as relating to the same
thing, which bave no conoexion with each other,
drawing an unwarranted conclusion from the joint
effect of the two; how he has made arbitrary
declarations of the sense of Seripture on the faith of
passages referred to, which, on being examined,
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are found to contain no such meaning,—or, il they
sometimes contain just so much as to raise a ques-
tion on the point, the question is never stated, but
hiz own decision of it i= given instead, as the
positive languege of inspiration,—while the passages
which seem to contradict his views are never so
much as alluded to; but demanding the literal
acceptation of ome passage, he takes no notice of
others which render sach a sense incompatibie,
intimating too, in varions places, that those who
differ from him are characterised by an nnwilling-
ness to receive the word of God, and while their
opinion, like his own, is drawn from the context of
Seripture, assigning some trivial reasom for it
which he would hardly find any one to acknow-
ledge.

CHAPTER II.

Statement of the Question.

1 amble, by an extract from the concluding chapter
of Mr. Pym's hook, to present side by side, in a
prominence himself has given them, #As two asser-
tions, which, though treated bot as holding place in &
serics of subordinate propositions, are those which
it is the main object of the book to make out ; as they
are the only ones that bear upon the question of
time, excepting one other respecting the cleansing
of the sanctuary, which, whether rightly or not, he
has rather sssumed as an inference, than stated as



