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THE ROCK TEMPLES

OF

ELURA OR VERUL.

TeurLes and monssteries fashicned ont of the solid rock
form a epecial festnre among the esrly architectural
remaing of Indis. (Of these there are probably forty or
fifty groups in Westers Indis, embracing ss many s nine
hundred or & thoussnd separate excavations. The ma-
jority of thess rock-cut temples, as those st Ajants,
Kuda, Karléd, Eanhai, Junnar, Nisik, Bigh in Malvé, and
Aurangébiid, are of Buddhist origin, but numbera also have
been cat by the Brihmanical sacts, both Saiva and Vaishe
nava. Elephanta, in the Bombay harbour, is ane of the
best-known Baiva caves, but there are others at Jogeé-
vari and Mandspéavara, in the island of Salaette; and at
Béidémi, in the Kaldgi Zilld, there is n group of three fine
caves—one Haiva and two Vaishnava, with a small Jaina
one. Jaina caves are few in number, bot have been
found also at Dhirkainvs, in the south-wost of the Nizém’s

But of all the groups none are so deserving of notice
as the large one at Elurd (Lat. 20° 2° N., Long, 74° 15
E.), about fourteen miles north-west of Anrangbid, whera
are some of the largeat and most elaborately carved
specimena of the work of all three sects—Buddhists,
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2 THE ROCK TEMPLES

Bribmans, and Jains. These temples have long been
known to Europeans, and are frequently visited by tra-
vellers, as well worthy to rank with the most remarkable
wonders in India, if not in the world.

Several attempts have been made to describe them,
mostly, however, in the Transactions and Journals of the
Asiatic Bocieties ; and visitors muost often be at a loss to
make anything intelligible out of the ignorant Brihmans
of the neighbouring village who haunt his steps and
officionsly offer to guide him, in hopes of & small pecn-
niary indm or present,

As the oaves of Bluri were entered in the programme
of H. R. H, the Prince of Walos as one of the places
to be wisited on his tour in 1878, His Execellency Sir
S&lar Jang, the prime minister or Diwiéin of Haidardbid,
had most of the caves thercughly cleaned ont of the
accumulated silt of ages,—in some cases six and eight feet
deep, and in others twelvo feet or evon more, in the open
courts, In the interiors also dirty jogis had for ages been in
the habit of taking up theirabodes, and keeping their cows
and goats; 80 that, from the smoke of their fires and the
litter of their animals, it was anything but sn unmixed
" pleasure to examine some of these splendid eaves. The
cleaning has changed all this, and the specions halls
of these wonderful rock excavations are now kept
clean, and may be visited with comfort and pleasure.
The only fear is that the same wanton system of wil-
fally bresking the scuiptures will go on as rapidly as
ever,—that is, if there is scope for it, for there is scarcely
s figure in the caves, within easy reach, of which the face
has not been damaged by fanatical aad ignorant Moham-




OF ELURA OF ¥ERUL. 3

madans ; while Hindus have besmeared them with red
paint and other uneeemly colours; and both Pérels and
Europeans have indulged in the vulgarity of seribbling
their names on walls and sealptures. It is sincerely to be
wished that all such practicoe may be summarily stopped,
though the present guard is perfectly nseless to care
ahout preventing anything.

Being comparatively easily accessible alao, they may well
ke expected to attract visitors, and, as I have been often
appealed to for & short handy Guide to the caves, the pre-
gent brochars is put forth to supply et least a part of the
information most visitora will wish to have on the spot.

Tar Roure.

The Eluri caves are most easily sccessible from the
Nandgéum station of the N.E. (or Bombay and Jabalpur)
seotion of the Grest Indian Peninsula Railway, from
which they are distant 44 miles. This part of the journey
may be accomplished in from six to eight hours in pony
staging tdngds, which can be engaged from the mail con-
tractor at the etation. Travellers shonld give him & few
days’ notice, howover. Bullock dumnies are aleo procuor.
able, but, if more commodious, they ars much slower,

From Néndgéom the road leads to the E.8.E., and be-
tween ten and eleven miles from the railway, a little beyond
the village Kaskri, it enters the Nizlim’s territory ; about
three miles further is the village of Tharedi, with a travel-
lers’ bangld, Ifthen runs up tho valley of the Daika rivulet,
pasging Loni and Tunki, and finally crosses the stream
near Batdni, about thirteen miles from Tharodé ; three miles
further is Ghrai; and another four miles, crossing the Sivné
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about midway, bribgs the traveller to Devaghiw, where is
a second bangld, From Devaghiw to Pipalghiw is five
miles, and there the road to Blurk leaves the Aurangibid
road and turning to the left passes throngh Kisabkheds,
three miles; to Eloré or Vernl, four miles, and the cavesa
mile more.

There is no travellsrs’ Era-n_q!& either at Verul, a little to
tha west of the caves, nor at Rozah, on the kill above tothe
south ; this is & want that will be increasingly felt, The
officers of the Haidarfibfd continpent troops stationed at
Anrangibdd, however, have an empty tomb fitted up, and,
when not ocenpied by any of the officers or their fami-
lies, it oan wsually be escured for a pight by sending a
request to that effect & day or two before to the Meas
Becretary, Ayranglbéd. From the Mees bangld to the
nearest caves is abont three.quariers of a mile, dﬂwnn-
steep ghat,

THE CAVES.

The caves are excavated in the fage of a hill, or mther
the soarp of & large platean, and run nearly north and
eouth for shoot & mile and a quarter, the scarp at each
end of this interval throwing out s horn towards the
west. It is where the moarp at the south end begins to
turn to the west that the earlisat caves—a gronp of
Banddha ones—are sitnated ; and in the north horn iz the
Indra Babhé or Jaina group, the other extremity of the
series. The asocent of the ghit passes up the south side of
Kaildas, the third of the Brihmanical group, and over the
roof of the Dis Avatira, the sccond of them. Sixteen
caves lie to the south of Kailiss, and nearly as thany to the
north, but the latter are soattered over a greater distance.




