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LECTURE 1.
Hollotuness.

BT, MATTHEW =xxiii. 1—3.

 Than spake Jesus fo the multitude, ond 2o Hiv disciplas,
aoying, The Serdes and the Phardisnn sl in Moses’ asat :
Al thersfora whatssever thay M you obisrve, that odeores and
do; bud do not ye affer thelr works: for they sy, ond
da got.”

IT is impoasible to read the solemn warnings of this

chapter conscientiously without a strong feeling of
misgiving and fear. Picturs to yourselves that Christ
addressed its burning words of condemnation to the
rightful representatives of that ancient Church which
God had Himeelf established in the Jewish nation, for
the purpose of receiving His oracles, snd guarding His
revelation, and passing on the torch of Divine truth
from age to age. No claima could possibly be higher,
no prestize could be greater, no suthority coumld be
more commanding, than that of the Scribes and Pha-
riseca who really sat in Moses' seat, and whose pre-
cepts were to be observed even when their practicc was
emphatieally condemned. Their spiritual downfall sup-
plies the leading proof of a prineiple to which many of
the darkest pages of history bear their witmess; the
certainty that God will Himself destroy the very sys-
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tems which He has cstablished, if ever a time arrives
when their spirit has departed; and yet that those
forma may retain their outward dignity and authority
up to the moment of their fall, We cannot doubt that
if the Jews had been faithful to their trust, they would
have rejoiced to resign it to the Messiah when He
came, and would have been honoured as the foremost
members of the Church, for which their national his-
tory had been moulded to prepars the way. This is
not only obvicuns in itself, but iz acknowledged through-
out the Apostolic history. * Unto you first™ was the
burthen of every early sermon which was presched to
the Jews. It wae necessary that the Word of God
shonld first have heen spoken to you: but seeing ye
put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of ever-
lasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles®” Tt was the
purpose of God that Judaism should be transmuted
into Christianity ; but it was solely due to Jewish un-
belief and sin that this transfer was accompanied by
the ruin which erushed their Church and nation. Thi=
is the unfailing witness which all history confirms.
God's work is always done, but unfaithfn! instruments
are broken and disearded. The Spirit still lives on, and
clothes itself with fresh organizations, when the sys-
tems which man’s faithlesaness had vitiated are shattered
and destroyed. We are compelled to draw the same
lesson from the disappearance of so many of those
great Churches to which the light of the Gospel was
originally trusted. The faith spreads and prospers;

& Aots il 26 xiil 46.
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the gates of hell are ever baffled as of old. Apnd yet
ecclesinstical history suppliea a close parallel to the
secular history of decaying empires, as it unfolds the
long pageant of departing Churches, each following
after the other to the silence of decay and death.

In the eight woes which Christ pronounced against
the leadera of the Jews, we may expect to find & reve-
lation of the reasans which hrought about the first and
greateat of these downflls; a disclosure of the sins
which had eaten out the heart of a system ontwardly
80 impressive and imposing, and had left it standing
like & building long exposed to the encroachments of
the waters, when the waves Lave at last sapped its
foundations and made it ready for its fall. And these
lessons must. cloarly have a direct and weighty sig-
nificance for the members. of any established system,
however divine in its origin and venerable in ita an-
thority. No Church of these latter days can possess
g loftier title, & more divine sanction, & more com-
manding history, than that which had distinguished
the Church and nation of the Jews. No such system
ever fell more completely. In the case of no such fall
have we been favowred with an inspired commentary
of equal value and authority with that in which Christ
disclosed the reasons which had brought about the
downfall of the Jews, '

‘What, then, is the central error around which the
woes which Christ pronounced npon the Seribes and
Pharisees revolved; and what is the exact danger to
which they were exposed in common with ourselves?



