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INTRODUCTORY.

The series ol papers which connpese this Tl
valume were pulilished arigimally in e Railway
,-'4;!:1:." The first chapter ecotitbed |\'..li:['|'|._l_'i,' Lengi s
ies and Their Employess™ was written as one of a
series of articles contributed Ly railway ofticials, a1 the
reguest of the * Age,” without aoy intention oo the
part of the writer of continaing the sabject. AL the
siyrgeshion of the Editar, o second and thrd chapter
tollowed, and the writer became interested in the pro-
uress ol codperative work, wlhich he found had been
tar more successfub than he had sapposed. The grat-
il:.'i.!‘l;_: rEh1I|t.-| il rh::.-tt' L".H||t'|'i|l|r_"1'|1:1' !-iq.".‘.‘lnl,'ll i|;||[:t:u1'1;113|_
enongh to call for the publication of detnils which are
not generally known,  lHence the writer continued
his investigations.  This led oatorably 1o an examina
tion of *Socialisme™ and toa consideration of coiip-
eration as a practical method of barmonizing the in-
terests of emplovers and employved.  Written, as these
chapters have been, at iotervals of a month or six
weeks, the continnity of thonght has been somewhaot
broken and the writer inay have been led into repeti-

tions which migle have been avolded, had it been s
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prorpeose tooweie o book ot the vatset. Bowounld be

difficult to rectily these heperfections now, without

reconstrueting the whole, and this explanalion will,
prerluaps, Furmisls o sulieientl exense S suel defects i
the vidimne,

The auther elaiws ne eriginalite for this work, hat
behieves he has presented the wmatler o tore tangi-
Tikee shape fon the consideration of those who fake an
interest o the Hulijuc'l. Unr'ipn::r.-!tif;u B ils varions
forms g, in the opinion of wany who bave studied
the alleged gricvances of *Socialisn,” the onlv effect-
tve and practical remedy available,

Q. 11 Asucey.

New Yore, August, 18g5.
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CHATTER L

COUPERATIVE EXTERIMENTS,

In questions of social cconomy which treat of the
relations of capital and labor and of coployers and
ciplovees, the most attractive theory perlaps s that
which comtemplates  some method  of  codperation
between the two interests which will admit of & more
equal distribution of the profits of labor which eapital
concentrates, directs sod atilizes, Fatelligent banan-
ity looks upon the uneqgnal distzibution of  wealth,

which wives to half of the oo riee ease and com

bort while the other Lall lives ol by ineessant tofl or
suffers o poverty, s an evil which should be cor-
rected by any fust process, Ary niovement therefore
which supports this general proposition of boproving
the condition of the working cbasses 'r:l_\‘ ntroducing
wethods of enalding labor to parcticipate more active-
Iy and more Hberally in the net profits of its produc.
tion or of the result of its employment, mcets with
widespread sympathy and encouragement. Unhappily
this beneficent poliev, which i the legitimate out-
come of liberty and popular govermment, has hrouglo
Lo the surface o targe gomber of hot-headed and nare-
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