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INTRODUCTION

THE AUTHOR of this book has lived a life symbolic of our times. He
was nineteen, a Jewish student in Berlin, when Hider came fo
power. His father was a writer. Hix friends and relatives felt strong
in their old-fashioned German liberalism.

The day after the Reichstag fire, Robert Jungk was arrested for
anti-Nazi activities. Released (because of good fortune and good
Jriends), ke went to Paris to study at the Sorbonne. Twe years later,
although deprived of his German nationality and af all status, he
refurned to the Reich illegally fo work jor a subversive press service.
Within fourteen months he had to flee apain, thiv time fo Czecho-
slovakia, where he founded another anti-Naz agency. When Pragie
fell in 1939, he transferred his activities to Paris. When Paris fell
in 1940, he trangferred them to Switzerlond.

Here again he was arrested and jailed, in 1943, because his anti-
Nazi writings were too strong for neutral nerves. He was soon re-
legsed through the good offices of a powerful American friend, and
in 1944 and 1945 ke was Central European correspondent for the
London Observer. Meanwhile, he completed his much-disturbed
education, taking his degree at Zurich with a thesis on the resistance
of the Swiss press to the censorship of Metfernich.

In 1945 he was back in Germany—=East as well as West, In 1946
he spent three months in the United States; then he refurned to
eastern Europe to report for the Swiss press on Yuposlavia and
Hungary. In September, 1547 he came back to America as corre-
spondent for the same Swisy papers. Here he remained, except for
a few months, until 1953. Readers who wonder how the author
had access to so many semisecret places in owr country should re-
member this long resistance to tyranny—which was well known
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