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The subetancn of the i‘o]lowi.ng Memoarial was orlgiually prepared
t0 be deliverad at the funeral of President Woods. 1t was nfter-
wards remadalled Jor the purpose of resding it to a circle of his
friends in Boston, A portion of it wes subeequently and informally
read in DBartlet Chapel to members of the Audover Theological
Seminary, ou the day of the completion of the monement over his
grave. Many of his relatives aod friends have requested the e~
morial for the press, and it is now published in complisnce with

their desire.
[£51]






MEMORIAL.

Leowarp Woobns, whose life and character we are now fo
commemorate, was born at Weast Newbury, Massachusetts, on
the twentyfourth of November, one thousand eight hmndred
and scven, He died in Boston on the twenty-fourth of
December, ane thousand eight hundred and seventy<ight, ot
the age of peventy-one yeurs and one month. His father was
Dr. Leonard Woods, of whom it need only be said, that
without his aid, and that of Dr, Eliphalet Pearson, the An-
dover Theological Beliool would probably have nover existed.
The mother of Mr. Woods was Alby Wheeler, whose virtnes
were portrayed by Prof. Stuart, and by other appreciative
friends, in a pamphlet which appeared soon after lier demige.
In his ivfancy the parcnts removed to Andover, sad hera
they trained their child in the principles of a strict though
kindly Puritaniem. Some parts of the following narrative
will be unintelligible e¢xcept in view of the fack, thut the
gurprising memory, the beautiful tastes, the plisnt temper,
the sweet, obedient, and docile spirit, the filial affection of the
boy monlded the character of the Professor and President.
“The child was the father of the man,’ Iiis early and peco-
liar love for his parents and his ancestors bloomed out into
a love for an idealized Puritaniam which he associated with
them. It is a noteworthy ineident that all the Founders of
our Theological Seminary, and all its early Professors, were
attracted to him in his boyhood; &nd their words of kind-
ness were sometimes recalled by him in liis later years with
a reverential gratitude, He might have beon fitly called the
child of the Inatitution. 2
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At the age of eighf years he entered Phillips Academy,
and he continued in it eight years. Many still remember
him as at that time a boy aceurute in the nse of the English
language, quick in bis acquisition of Latin and Greek, not
addicted to athletic sports, but absorbed with lhe classic
authors. He was noted for dignity rather than playfulncss.
What is snid of boys ae snch may be said of him with an em-
phasia: * Maxima debetur pueria reverentia.”  Still he was
loved not Tess than wdmired. His future eminence was pre-
dicted by Eliphalet Pearson, the President of the Board of
Trustees. That learned President was gccustomed to ed-
dress the students of the Acsdemy at its public anniver-
saries ; and his remarks often arcused the enthusinsm of
young Woods,  One of these addresses in particular made a
life-long impression on the susceptible boy, and stirred kim
to move onward and upward. It was often suggested to his
mind by ite closing words : “ Juvencs! pergite, porgite ad
astra.”™ Among Lis conternporaries in the school were such
men a8 Dr. Alexander II Vinton, Dr, William A. Stearns,
My, Nathaniel P. Willis, Mr. Robert Rantoul, Mr. Osgood
Johuson. There were other names forming s hright constel-
lation, but oone of them shone brighter than the nahie of
Leonard Woods, At the closing anniversary of his academic
life he was the cynosurc of ell cyes.  All the adjectives ap-
plied io him were superlalives. Cu thal day it night Lave
been said of him as was said by D'v, Kirkland of Fisher
Ames: % He did not need the amart of puilt to make him
‘virtuous, nor the regret of folly to make him wise.”! Had he
‘been called from earth on thal day, we can easily imagive the
clegine gtraing of many 4 harp mourning over one flower
of geniuns withered away before it had fully opemed.— The
beauty of Tsracl is fallen on ifs Digh places! £ As soon as
men had hegun to turn their telescopes toward the star, it
faded away.’

Having entered the Academy in Beptember 1815, and left
it in August 1823, he was admitted, in the antumn of that

1 Lifo and Worka of Fisher Ames, Vol. i. p. 17.
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year, to the Freshman Class of Dartmouth College. In 1824,
however, he transferred his relation from Dartmouth to
Union College. Here his plastic mind received a deep and
lasting impress from Dr. Eliphalet Nott, the President of the
Institution, and from Dr. Alonzo Potter, then Professor of
Mathematics in the College, and aflerward Bishop of the
Protestant Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania. Among his
intimate friends at Union was Dr. Horaiio Potter, the pres-
ent Bishop of the Episcopal Church in the Diovese of New
York. Several of his.collepe classates have become emi-
nent. One of them, Professor Williom Thompson of the
Hartford ‘Theological Seminary, says of Mr. Woods: “ He
stood the first in lia college class. T think that he reached
the higheat mark in every Lbranch of stody. His essays and
poems were 4 rich trest to our Adelphic Soclety, of which he
was 8 member and an ornament. His feats in the composi-
tion of Greel Iambics and Hexameters were regarded as
wonderful.” 1 s 4

In the autumn of 1827 he entered the Andover Theological
Seminary.  In different parts of his Seminary course ke was
& classmate of Dr. Wm. . Schauffler, the noted missionary ;
Dr. Wm, Adams, and Dr. Geo. B. Cheever of New York
Prof. B. B. Edwards of Andover, Prof. Charles (. Jones of
Columbia, South Cavoline, and alse of Columhbia, Georgia, and
Prof. Thompsen of Hartford, Connecticut, who waa his room-
mate ot Andover, 43 well ag at Schenectady, No member of
the Theological School was better versed than Mr. Woods in
the nicetics of the Hebrew and Greck languages, He was
interested nob only in the zceents and grawmatieal forms of
thesa langunges, but also in their genius, their spirit, their
literature. Not one of his associales had a larger acquaint-
ance than he with the writings of the French, German, and
old English authors.

During the second and third yeers of his SBeminary course
he was engaged in translating the Lectures on Christian
Theology of the German Professor, George Christian Knapp,

1 Bpirit of the Pilgrima, v. 581



