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Pretatory Wote.

Tee first meeting to consider the expediency of holding
Unitarian services in Lowell was held at the honse of Mr. Thomas
Ordway, afterwards one of the first deacons of the ehurch, Aug.
30, 1829. The Bociety was formally organized Sept. 26, 1828. As
the Fiftieth Anniversary of this latier event drew near, it was
deemed advisable by the parishioners to eelebrate the event with
fitting observances. Accordingly, at their annual meeting, April
21, 1978, it was voted, “That the organization of the First
Unitarian Society of Lowcll be appropriately sommemorated on
the Fiftieth Anniversary in Beptember next; and that the following
named persons constitute an Executive Committes to act with the
Pastor to arrange for & commemorative observance of the
organization of this Bociety, on the Fiftleth Anniversary, viz.
Messrs. Daniel 8, Rishardson, Hapgood Weight, John F. Kimball,
‘Wm, P. Brazer, G. A. Gerry, I. F. Beriptore, Mrs. P. Anderson,
and Mrs. G. ¥, Richardson.” The commiltee were empowered to
make all arrangements, and te appoint such committess as they
deemed necessary to carry out the purposes of the foregoing
vote,

It was decided to hold an historical, memorial, service, in the
church, at 2 p, ar, Friday, Sept. 26, 1878, to be followed by a
socinl reunion of present and past parishioners and friends, from
4 to § p. M., in the vestry, and to arrange for a dinner, at Jackson
Hall, from 6 to 930 », a.

The day was pleasant, and a large number of persone were
present at all the exercises. Of the seven pastors, one is decessed;
the others were all present, excepting the first, Rev. Wm. Barry,
who wos too feeble to make the effort: Many of the past
parishioners, who were the most widely known and distinguished,
are not now living, A 101:|g roll of wort.hy men and women have
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made this church their religious home, at different times. A large
number have passed to their spiritnal bome. Of those still living,
a large proportion were with us the day of the celebration. It wae
an event long to be remembered. The reunion, in the vestry, of
friends of former days, wiw as happy ss it was sad: happy, in the
faot that it brought together, ooee more, many dear and pleasant
acquaintances; sad, in that so many ecould be with us only in the
gpirit. That social hour passed only too quickly. The vestry was
erowded, and the nninterrupted hum of voices was & sure indication
of the enjoyment which all felt.

The dinner was fully attended, every available seat being taken.
The greatest interest was manifested in all the services of the day,
and a strong desire was evinced that the proceedings be published.
To meet that desire, the following pages, containing the exercises
in the chureh, and the substance of the remarks made at the dinuer,
have been published.

Complying with the evidently very unanimous wish of the so-
ciety, the committee have likewise included the interesting sermon
of Dr. Miles, delivered on the SBunday following the celebration.

At the sugpestion of many parishioners, the lists of deaths,
marriages, baptisma, and admissions to the church have been
published. The multiplication of these valuable records will be
of great value should the shurch records aver be lost or destroyed.

The Historical Address is intended to be a careful narration of
facts, without any attempt at rhetoriosl style. It was prepared for
historical purposes, and to smooth the way for any whe may in
foture desire to know or write of the history of this Bocicty.
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Meder of Execcises.

Onaan Precvpr. Offertoire In Eb . . : . ' Baciste.
Mr GEoRGE B. ALLEN.

Peaim CEXVIL

CanMIN. ALTERNA, for Dany 26, P. M. Berviee, in 0. B.
Brown and Rev. E. E. Hale's “ Carmina Alterna.”

Appress or Wewoome . . . Hoe Daniel 8. Richardson.
CHOIR VOLUNTARY, * I will be glad ” : 3 i . Southerd.
Mus, GEO. B, ALLEN . . . . « » . Sopromo.
Miss JEwwie F. WoobWaRD . . . . . Alto,
CHAS, H. SARGENT (of Lawrence) . . . ., . Tenor.
FRAXELIN NICKERBOS, ML.I» . . . . . . Bess,

ResDive oF THE ScRIPTURES. (Fs Ixv, 1, 3, 4, G, 11; Pa.
xxill, entlre; Eph. Iv, &7, 11-18; Eph. iii, 20, 21.)
fien. F. Hinckiay, Fourih Pastor.

Copm VoLuwTtary., * Hear us, O Father ™ : . B Owen.
PRaYER v ¥ 5 . . Rev. Henry Blanchard, Sixth Postor.
Cmomr Respoxae. ‘¢ 'Trisaglon nod Sanctus ™ 3 V . Huvens.
HISTORICAL SERMON » . . . Rew J. L. Botedrd, Pastor.
CHoig VoLUNTARY. 0 God, the Protector ™ P Buck.

ApprEes.  *The Founders of this Soclety, amd the Cuot-
come of their Work™ . Iev. H A Milea, D. D., Second Fastor.

Cuom VoLUKTary., ‘ Praise God In His Hollness " . . Tours.
Crosisg Pravus . . . . . Rev J. L. Seward, Postor.
HyMw . » . Hymn 472, &. U. A, Hymn ond Tone Book, 18t ed.

Doxorogy. *'From all that dwell below the skies.”
BENEDICTION.
Oraax Postuope. ** Marche Tricmphuale * ‘ : . Lomamens.






Andeess of HWelcome.

BY HONW. DAFIEL A. RICHARDAON.

My Frirow-Parisaroners oF TEE Sovure CoNcrEcaTioNarn Uni-
TARIAN SocigTy oF LowsLn, A¥p 0Uvr Gunars anp Frignns:

We of this SBociety bave stepped to-day from the first into the
second half-century of our parochial existence, and this large as
sembly of our pﬂrishiﬂuers and friends has been gathered here to
commemorate the event. The occasion will be a memorable one;
and such another, with like advantages for arvesting from the de-
structive flight of time, and recording the history of our origin and
progress, will never cecur again.

Qur career for fifty years 1a closed, and wa can now only describe
that eareer from memory, tradition, and the wiltten records. We
meet to review these reconds, and with each others® aid to wnroll
and put in substantial form those memories and traditions, Happily
for us, they extend back with living freshness, nt lenst in the minds
of mauy here present, to the day of our parochial birth, We are
fortunate in having with vs at this pleasant ga.f.her]n.s_r, among onr
present parishioners, and among our invited goeats, men and women
who formed part of the little earnest band which, with fitting cere-
monies and solemnities, established this prosperans society, even
while our municipal corpovation, embracing now more than fifuy
thousand inhabitants, was in its infancy, and ranked only a4 & town
of moderate size and growth.

Unusual as it may be, in an organization of this kind, after smch
alapse of time, all the pastors whe have been settled over onr
society, except one, are living, and all those survivors have been in-
vited to join us as our guests, And with them we have {nvited to
be here many of our parishioners of former years, and other friends
of onr scciety. It is gratifying to us that our invitations have
been 80 ganarnlly aceepted. This la.rge ass«emh]]r testifies that oup
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