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The Apostles’ Creed.

—_—

F believe in Gobd tbe Fatber Rimighty,
Maker of beaven and eatth:

Hnd in Fesus Cbrist Dis only Son
onr Lord, Wlho was conceived by thbe
‘Doly Gbost, Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered nnder Pontiuns Pilate, Wias
crucified, dead, and buried, He Des
gcended into bell; The third day he
rose again from the dead, he ascended
into beaven, Hnd sittetb on tbe vight
band of God tbe Fatber Himighty;
From thence He sball come fo judge
the quick and the dead.

3 believe in the tboly Gbost; The
boly Catbolic Cbhurch: The Comimunion
of Saints; The Forgiveness of Sins;
The WResurrection of the body, End the
lite everlasting. Bmen,



AL



THE PROLOGUE

THE noble and venerable formulary kmown as
_ the Apostles’ Creed, though presenting the essence of
their Beliej and Testimony, canmol be positively
crediled to the Apostolic Age. Indeed, whalever
may have been the practice of tndividual churches,
there is no trace sm Christian Literature of any
definite summaries of Christian Belief il a much
later age—the age of Iveneus and Tertullian.

“It 15 sufficiently evident,” writes Principal
Tulloch, * that * Confessions of Faith or * Rules
and Standards of Truith’ existed in the Ante-Nicene
Church from the last quarier of the second century
v oo o but st s equally evident that there was wo
Rule of Failh universally accepied by the Church,
or authoritalively inposed by any Catholic body wp
to the time of the Nicene Council.”

The earliest form of this Creed is contained in
the Confessions of Faith, presemied io Julius,
Bishop of Rome, by Marcellus, the Bishop of

. . Ancyra, about the year A.D. 338. He describes
st as the faith, which ke ** learmd and was taught
from the Holy Scriptarcs.”
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vi THE PROLOGUE

Substantially then the Aposiles’ Creed was in
exislence Probably from the end of the Fowrth
Century, though there is no evidence of s general
reception, th iis completed form, till abowd the middle
of the Eighth Century,

It has always captivated the Christian Imagina-
tion and Hearl, because of ifs simplicity, tts brevity,
its freedom from elaborale theological phraseology ;
and probably a larger nuwmber of Christian people,
of all churches and secls, could unite in reciting if,
than any other stafement of Christiantty in exislence.
For this veason I veniure fo leym & the CREED OF
CREEDS.

Probably it isthe one Creed in which all Christen-
doms could unile, A siriking evidence of this was
given in the recent World-Baptist Congress, when
at the reguest of the vemerable Dr. Maclaren, the
entive assembly of three thousand delegaies, from
all parts of the earth, stood and repeated, with
impressive emphasis, these well-known clavses.
The episode was the more remarkable, as the
Baptist demomination has always shown ilself
very conservaiive in the adoplion of forms or
- liturgies of amy Rind. It is recogmised, however,
among all branches of the Church of Christ, that
o one communion can clasm any exclusive pro-
prictorship in this greai Creed. AN schools of



THE PROLOGUE vii

theology may meel in ils ancient precincs, piled
by buslders who have long simce passed from faith
to sight,

In preparing these brief expositions of ifs several
clawses, I have made use of nofes gathered long
since, in one or two of the earlier of whick are iraces
of the BostoN LECTURES. I camnol recall any
others fo whom I showld make ackmowledgment.
This little treatise i5 placed al the service of the One
Church, tn the underlying Unity of which we all
believe, and when the time arrives for the outward
manifestation of that Unity, swrely the Apostles’
Creed will take a foremost place in the expression
of the common and wniversal Faith,

F. B. MEYER.






