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PREFACE.

Five pencrations had passed away before soy attempt was
made to trace the family history and lineage, Traditions exist
which are more or less raliable, {ut efter two and onethird cen-
tories, nothing can be absolutely known excepting what was re-
corded near the times when the events oecurred. The records
made st the time will preatly sid in furnishing information con-
cerning those who long ago passed from ¢erth, snd to theso reo.
ords reference has been had for facts concerning at least four
generations recorded in this book,

The records of Hasex oomnty and of tha towns of Ipswich,
Rowley, Georgetown and Methuen, all in Massachusetts, have
been oarefully searched, sod all the information they furnish
depmad worthy of preservation will bs here fomnd,

For the first fifty-five years, nearly all the family lived in Ips.
wich, For eighty-five ycars after that, most of the family lived
in Rowley and (ieorpetown, while two families and their de-
seendants lived many years in Methuen.

But very Tew left Kescx county before the elose of the war of
the revolution. At that time the family had inereased in num-
bers considerably and sought and found new homes in other parts
of Massachusettsa and in New Hampshire and Vermont, ansd
twenty years later in Maive and Novs Sootis.

At the present time the family is greatly soattered, being found
in at least five New Eugland states, and in New York, New Jer-
sey, Peonsylvania, Ohio, Indizna, Illinois, M'w'l:ligan, Wisconsin,
Lowa, Minnesoin, Missouri, Kanaas, Colorado, California and per-
haps soxe other atates. [t s not kmown that any of the family
ever made & permanent settlement in & slave state in which slav-
ery existed, exeepting in one ipstance. If any one of them has
claimed to hold snother human belog as his chattel, it has oot
come to the knowledge of the writer,

Our early apcestors were men of character, standing and infln-
ence, industrions and fru%a.l, willing and able to sustain them-
selves and rear their familiesa for yeefulness, The same charac-
teristics have to a great extent marked their posterity. No
family has made better citizons than the desvendants of Moses
Pengry, Trained as most of them have been to habits of in-
duatry; frugality and uprightness, deseended from puritan suces-
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try, and embracing much of their strictness, they have been
law abiding, and ready to contribute of their property and influ-
ence to promote the general welfare,

In ou.l:y one instance has any one of the name been tried for
felony, and In that case the respondent was honorably acquitted
by a verdiot of & jury of his eountry.

The law reports do ool contain the name as a party lih’lganls
for nearly two centuries, and up to the present time 1t will be
found that in most instances they have sccured their rights with-
out appealing to the courts to settle them.

They have devided opinicns upon politiesl guestions of impor-
tance, and exercire the right of speeeh and of snffrage, but none
of them have made politics thelr bnsivess nor held office except
by the spentanecus call of the people.

Those who have lived to manhood or womanhood have gen-
erally become heads of families, sud have contributed their shave
of the country’s defenders.

In the Fronch war, the war of the revolution, the second war
with Great Britaim and the war for sustaining the uuity of the
nation and the suthority of the Tnited States government, they
furnished their chare of those who ook tha tented field, and en-

. dored the hardships of war, and poared out their blood and gave

up their lives for their country and nation, Before the war of
the rebellion they entertained divers political views, but whee
the tug of war came they were sll patriote, were all for sostain-
ing the authority of the netion foreibly, if nceessary, Nome of
them rejoiced at rebel victories, or moumed for their defeat.

The knowledge the writer had of the family before commencin
ihis work snd the information ¢bigined in preparing it, combined,
lgad him to & feeling of just pride in his aveeatry sod kiosfolk,
and although the work may prove to him o pecuniary loes, he
will be in some measurs compensated by the pleasure of an ac-
quaintanec with the family.

When, ahount seven years agn, he enteriained 3 purpose to col-
lact the history of the family, he did not know of another person
who was interested in it. He soon, however, found BnﬂnumEe—
ment from others, which tended to cheer him while purening his
inguiries under difficulties. Among the earliest who took an
interest were Reov, Dr, John F, Pingry of Elizabeth, N. J., and
Thomas P, Pingres, Esq., & prominent lawyer of Pittsfield, Masa.
They have aided me grestly in obtaining the information which
has enabled me to prepare and send out the work. My acknowl]-
edgements are also due to Miss Lucy W. Tenney of Rowley,
Mase.,, Mrs, Sarsh P. Peabody of Stratham, N. H., Mra. Betsey
Pingry of Hartland, Vi, Edmund P. Pingree and hia daughter
Lizzia A, Pingree of Denmark, Me.,, Bradbury C.-A. Pingres of
Norway, Me., Parkman Pingree of Parkman, Me., Rev. Andrew

nd Dr, David Pingree both of Pingree Grove, 111, David Pingree
a Salem, Mass,, Luther ¥, Pingree of Portland, Me., Benjamin
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B. Pingree of Rowley, Mass, Caroline P. Frost of Petersham,
Mass., Hon. N, W. H{mm of Andover, Mags., Mra. Rebecca Web-
ster of Bridgewater, N. H., Nathan P, Dodge of Council Bluffs,
Iowa, Wm. %’k”. Pingree of Chicaicu, 11l,, True Pingry of Omro,
Wik, and a person (a lady, 1 think, who did not give her hame{
who furnished me a valuable record of the desvendsnts of Danie

Pingree, and eapecially to Mrs, Mary A. Burnham of Ayer, Mass,,
who furnished me family records, and preserved and lent me
ancient papers, without which I would not have commenced the
work, After commencing my researches I was surprised to find
what the name originally was. Bo far ss T now recollect, the
first knowledge I had of it was obteined by the sutograph sig-
natuve of the second Aaron to a deed mada in 1715, a copay of
which is inserted in this work, and afterwards T was informed by
Thomas F. Pingres of Pitaficld, Mass, that in examining Ezsex
connty records at Salem, he found a record of Asron Pengry’s
will, e afterwards furmished me a copy of the will in which
was the name of Moses Pengry as & witness, From this copy
and many other ancient papers I am led to think that perona
bearing the name for the fires two generstions uniformly spelled
it Pangry. The first departure from that orthography that has
come to my knowledge, wasin the case of my preat-grandisther,
Aaron, who added ao * ¢ ™ at the end making it Pengrye. T have
no certain infornation thal soy other persom of the name e
spelled it. Sinee that time the spelling haes been preatly diverse
with & strong tendancy for the lnst cfight.ﬁ or ninety years to end
with double e. I bave endeavored in the body of the work to
epell cach porson’s name as he apelled it himeelf, so far e I oould
ascertain, I hawe found st least one ancient name that I eannog
classify. Wm J. Dingree bas furnished me from the New Fng-
land Historical and Genealogical Register Yol. 7, page 79 or 350
the name of Wm. Tenpry whose age was 22, in 1666, This is
all I know of him. [ think I bave the nemes of the children of
Moses Pengry, and therafore think he may have been a son of
the first Auron, and that he died before 1884 when Asron made
his will. If that were so, Aaron had s former wife (which is
quite probable) of whom I have ne aceonnt.

One who has bad oo experience in cellecting and srrauging
family records, can have but little idea of the difficulties and
Iabor of the task. Many letters remain unanawered, sometimes
repeated solicitations have brought a reply, sometimes not.  Fre-
quently letters giving informaticn have been illegible, or wnin-
telligible. I have never known s genealogical record that had
not many mistakes and [ eannotl expect this will be singular in
that respect. Persons finding mistakes will confer a favor b
giving information. Corrections way and should be preserved,
80 that in case of 8 future enlarged aond improved edition, a more
acenrate and valuable work may obtained.
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With this work, conteining such records for two hundred and
forty years as have been accessible, for a foundation a good work
may hereafter be made. : )

would have been pleased o have heen furnished with many
more biographieal eketches. No doubt many might bave been
written which wonld he valuable. I havo hn:irpersannl soquaing-
ance with very few of the family, and have not felt myself com-
petent to furmish sketoches of them. WNearly all contained in
the work have been furnished me, Tha book I 2end out is prin-
eipally statistical, containing names and dates so far as I have
obtained them, and showing how each is related to the others.
Porhaps future researches will discover the loat link in the family
of the second and third Moses Pengrys.

Whether James FPingry of Lyme,r{q‘ H., and George Pingr
of Bannington, ¥i., were sons or grandsona of Moses ;% the thir

eneration, and where the family were from 1609 to 1764 may
c made to appear hercafter.

It is quite probable that the third Moses, or bis son or sons,
lived for a time in Tolland, Conn., but the town records de not
show it.

In this work I have onderlaken only to look up and arrange
the family in Amecrice. The origin of Aaron and Moses would
be an interesting study, acd efforta in that direction have been
put forth, thue far with no aatisfactory result.

It ia gemerally undarstood in tha family that they oame from
England to Ipswich, Masn., probably from near Loundon. The
fact that Moaes and Aarcn and the sons of Moses allied them-
salves by marriage with pood familier, and thet Moses took a
leading position 10 the vivi]l goveroment and in the church tends
to show that they wore regarded not as foreigners, but as citizens.

After considerable investigation it is sscortained there has been
within forty years in Eogland one man nsmed Pingree and one
named Pengree.  Whether any of the name wera left, there after
the imigration of Auron and BMoses i uncertaio. The name
most like it i8 the French name Pingré, That name hae existed
in France for some four or filve centurien, perbaps longer, It ia
said to have originated at Amiens. There have been noblemen
of the nama as {ar back a3 il hea becn traced. One person of
the name, Alexandre Gui Piugré, was distinguished as an astron-
omer. He is gaid to have been born st Paris in 1711, and died
1798, A Count of the name bas been travelling in America the
present year, 1881.

Reov. My, Wood of Scitoate, Mags,, has become interested in
looking up the origin of the family, desiting if poesible, to show
that the American family are descended from the French family.
Bo far he has not succeeded, but in hopeful that he may do =0, or
at least asocertain the origin of the Pingree family,

However flattering it might be to us to show our descent from




