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ANDERSONVILLE"

AND

OTHER WAR-PRISONS *

L

Somzr eminent citizens of £he North, who wers furthest removed

from the class kuown na “Southern sympathizers” during the war
between the States, but who desive to know the whole truth, have
requested me to write an nrticle, to appesr in some periodical pub-
lished in tle North, on the subject of *the prison st Andersons
ville, Ga." The invitation is accepted, both ns to the subject and
place of publication, from s wish to vindieate the conduet of the
Confederacy, and becase the proposed channel is that which will
most assuredly reach those who hove penernily seen but one side of
the discussion,
" Civilizetion in its progress has mitigated the rigors of war among
enlightened nations, and most prominent of these humane manifes-
tations is the intreduction of cartels for the exchange and parole of
prisoners. .

Early in the war the Confederncy sought and obtained the adop-
tion of such cartel ; by whom, bow, and why it was viclated will, in
the course of this nrticle, be shown, a8 & part of the subject of the
Andersonville prison.

When the United States nuthorities refused to fulfil their obliga-
tion fo continue the exchange and parole of prisoners, the number of
Northern captives rapidly sceumulated beyond the capacity of the
prisons at Richmond, and slso beyond the ability of the commissa-
riat to supply them. TIn the absence of any prospect of relief from
these embarrassments tha removal of the prisoners becames necesasry.

A large part of the food for our army in Virginia was drawn from

* From BEryoand MadAszina
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the more southern and scuthwestern States, and the means of trans.
portation were limited und diminishing. The place to which the prie-
oners should be removed had to be chosen and prepared.  Anderson-
ville, Gia., was selected, after careful investigation, for the following
reasone : it was in o high pina-woods region, in & productive farming
country, had never been devastated by the enemy, was well watered,
and near to Amerieus, n central depot for collecting the tax in kind,
and purchasing provisions for our armies. The climate was mild,
and, secording to the best information, there was in the water and
soil of the locality “no recognizable source of disease,”

A stockade waa consiructed of dimensions adapted to the number
of prisoners who might probably ba confined there. In wna on a
Lill overlooking the valley of the Sweet Water, n tributary of which
stream flowed through the prison inclosure. For a full description,
iliustrated by a map, refersnce is made to the exliaustive work en-
titled * The Southern 8ide; or, Andersonville Pricon,” by B R
Stevenson, M.D., Surgeon of Military Prison Hospital, ete.

Persistence by the United Blates in the refusal to observe the car-
tel ceused so lorge an-inerease in the pumber of the captured sent
to Andersonville as to exceed the accommodation provided, and thus
to sugment the discomfort snd disease consequent on their confine-
ment It has been offensively asked, why was not the contingency
provided for? to which I answer that a selfish policy, which for an
indefinite time would leave in captivity their countrymen, who, at
the call of their Government, had voluntesred to fight its battles,
marked a degree of cold-blooded insensibility which we had not an-
ticipated.

Without entering into details, the diffieulties encountered in fhe
care of the large and, in the latter part of the war, ever-incrensing
number of prisoners, may be briefly enumerated thus :

- 1. The exceptionally inhuman act of the North, declaring medi-
eines to be eontraband, to which fhere ia but one, if indeed there be
one, other exsmple in modern war

2 The insufficient means of transportation and the more innde-
quste means of repairing railroads and machinery, so that, as the
war continued, the insufficiency became more embarrassing.

8. The numerical inferiovity of our sviny made it necessary that
all available foree ghould be at the front ; therefore the gumds for
prisons were mainly composed of old men and boys, and but a
scanty allowance of these.

4. The medical officers were not more than were required with
the troops, and contract physicians digliked the prison service, nmong
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other reasons, naturally, because of the impossibility of getting the
proper medicinea

Our accomplished and diligent Surgeon-General did much to sup-
ply this want by substitutes exiracted from the plants and trees of
the Bouth ; but these, though possibly as good, would, like other sub-
stitutes, be less confidence-ingpiring,

5. The food was diffevent from fhat fo which most of the prison-
ers had been accustomed, particularly in the use of corn menl instead
of wheat flour. Of the latter it was not poesible, in 1864, to get an
adequate supply ot Andersonville.

It wns not starvation, ns s been alleged, but ncclimetion, unsuit-
alle diet, and despondency which were the potent agents of disease
and death, These it wns not in our power to remove. Tha remedy
was with those who, unlike King David, commenced their lamenta-
tion nfter the end bad coms. The remedy demanded alike by ho-
manity and good faith was the honest excoution of the cartel.

When it was decided to loeats n prison nt Andersonville, General
Howell Cobb was in command of the district of Georgis. He was 'n
man of large espital, invested in planting ond forming, of generous
and geniel temper, so much go that all who Lnew Lim will readily
believe that if the prisoners within his cormrmand had been suffering
for want of food he would have supplied them gratuitously with
such articles as his plantation produced. Thus probably arcse the
veport that he had sent provisious to the prisouners, and it probably
got wider cireulstion as eounfirmation of the starvation theory.

Statements from gentlemen of high standing, and who speak die-
interestedly of what they know, ave submitted as conclusive on the
question of quantity of food et Anderscuville prison.

Tb is not only requisite that enough of some kind of food should
be furnished ; it is needful that the power to nse and nsaimilate it
ghould exist. Of this I have personal experience. During the first
yenr of my imprisonment at Fortress Monroe I wns reduced to littls
mora then o skeleton under the neediess privationa inflicted by that
heartless vulgarinn Brovet-General Nelson A. Miles. He was, ot the °
time of my imprisonment, selected to supersede Colonel Joseph Rob-
erta, nn educated soldier, whose regiment had Dbeen the geriison of
Fortress Monroe in the latter part of the war. Why was thie officer
deemed competent to command the post in wor, but not in peace ?
My acquaintance with both would suggest the answer—e gentleman
was not suited to the eruel purposes of E. M. Stanton, then Secretary
of War.

Let ug now consider the Jnws and ordera in relation to prisons, and
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how they were administered. General John H. Winder was gradu-,
ated at the United Btates Military Academy in 1820, and, with a brief
interval, served in the United Btates Army until he resigned in 1861,

During the war with Mexico ke was distinguished by gallantry in
battle, for which he was twice brevettod. His character and Lis lin-
eage precluded the supposition of eruelty fo the defenceless. He
was, for a time, the Provost-Marshal of Richmond, and supervisor
of prisons thereabout. His conduct in these positions was in keep-
ing with his reputation, that of a man neither humble to the haaghty
nor haughty to the humble, When the great body of the prisoners
were sent to Georgia nnd the Carolinas, General Winder was ordered
there {o exercise 2 general supervision ; he wag selected, among other
ressons, because of confidence in his kindness to prisoners, as spe-
cifieally stated by James A, Biddon, then Beerefary of War ; Jeffar-
son Davis; 8. Cooper, Adjutant-General, who had been a cadet with
General Winder ; and George W, Brent, On pp. 205-8 # Southern
Historical Papers,” the full text will be found from which these ex-
trocts were made:

*f Banor Hruy, Dec. 28, 1875,
“DMae W. 8. Wivpen :

“, .+ . I bad, privately and officinlly, the fullest opportunity of
knowing his [General John H. Winder's] eharacter, and judging his
dispogition and eonduct toward the Federal prisoners; for those in
Richmond, where e was almost daily in official communieation with
me, often in vespeet to them, Lad lbeen some time under his com-
mand before, in large measure from the eare and Lindness he was
believed to have shown to them, ha wna pent South to have super-
vigion and control of the large number there being ngpremated.
. . I thought him marked by real humnnity towards the weal
and helpless—euch as women and childven, for instancs—by that
spirit of protection and defence which distinguished the really gnl-
lant soldier.

“To me he slweys expressed sympathy, and menifested o strong
desire to provide for the wonta and comforts of the prisoners under
Lis charge. Very frequently, from the urgency of his claims in be-
hialf of the prisoners, while in Richmond, conroversies would arise
Letween him and the Commissary-General, which were submitied
to me by them in person for my decision, aud I was struck by his
earneatness and zeal in claiming the fullest supplies the law of the
Confederncy allowed or gave coler of claim to. This law required
prisoners to have the aliowance provided for our own eoldiers in the
field, and comstituted tle guide to the settlement of such questions.



