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PREFACE.

Tue Graded Course of Instruction originally prepared by
W. H. Wells, Esq., for eight years Superintendent of Schaols
of this city, has been thrice modified, and yet in substance it
is hut little changed.

The work of revision has been carefully prosecated during
the past year. The experience of teachers has suggested modi-
fications. The aid of teachers, in all parts of the revision,
has been most cheerfully given, and it is most thankfully
acknowledged. i

To the Principals of all our schools eredit is due for some of
the most valuable suggestions, and for timely aid in the prepa-
ration of the work,

The suggestions in regard to Elements of Geometry are
mainly from the pen of Prof. Safford, Director of the Dearborn
Observatory, who has kindly copied the same from his manu-
seript work on Geometry.

‘The book is presented to the teachers for their puidance, in
the belief that it is yet imperfect, but with the hope that in
their hands its errors may be so corrected as to make it sub-

" serve the good of the schools and the advancement of sound
learning.

In the Appendix will be found a list of the Text-Books used,
and the portions of each allotted to each grade.

J.L PICKARD,
SUPERINTEKDENT OF SCHOOLS,
CHICAGO, Apsril, 1872,



INTRODUCTION.

WHAT CONSTITUTES AN EDUCATION,

THE opinions that prevail as to the nature of a good edu-
cation are as various as are the estimates put upon human life
and destiny, The extremes are found in the intensely animal
man, who makes his study bear upon the sources of animal
gratification, and who seeks to obtain skill in securing the
means of gratification—and in the intensely spiritual man, whe
passes the life of a hermit in hewailing the existence of a body,
and in attempting to erucify all those desires and affections
that connect him with the things of this world, The latter is,
withont doubt, the nobler of the twe, but to one who recognizes
man’s double nature, neither can be regarded as entirely satis-
factory to man or to his Maker. . :

In general terms, that education is the best which best fit
man to make the most of all his life relations. In other words,
he is best educated who makes of himself the best son, the
best brother, the best husband, the best father—the most suc-
cessful artisan or tradesman—the most useful member of society
—the best citizen—the most enlightened patriot— the most
intelligent lover of his race and of God. In pursuit of such
an education the studies of our schools serve as efficient means
towards an end, but they are not the end sought,

Those who make Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography and
History, Natural Science, Classics or Metaphysics, the end of
their study, will never attain a good education. All these have
some intrinsic value, The necessities of trade and of com-
merce make Arithmetie and Navigation valuable in themselves,
Our social relations make knowledge of the rules of speech
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work of the following grade in the requirements made of
puptls, but that, understanding thoroughly the whole course,
he will do the work of his grade in such a manner as to make
it helpful to the pupil after promotion. The difficulties to he
mastered, the obstacles to be surmounted, must be present to
the mind of the teacher, that the pupils may, while receiving
instruction, be gaining strength also for future need.

This is not like that division ef manual labor, in which each
does his work according to a given patiern, not knowing or
thinking how his work is to be fitted to that of his fellow, but
like that of the architect, who lays out his plans upon separate
sheets, but in preparing each he has remembered the previous
one, and has had his mind upon that which is to fellow, so that
each is fitted to cach, and when the work is completed there
will be no lack of beauty, or of strength.

Let each teacher bear in mind that his work is twofold:
Firsi—to impart knowledge; and, Second—to develop strength,
and this evil will be entirely eradicated.

Familiarity with the subjects of a grade may lead to a little
letting down of the teacher's watch, and a lack of study. The
topics can never be so thoroughly mastered buot that some-
thing new may be learned; at least some new illustration,
some new method of presentation, some change of order may
be gained by fresh and often-renewed study. In each new
class will be found some new phase of character, some mental
peculiarity never before presented; and the teacher who sits
down in the belief that he has long ago learned all that can he
learned of the topics assigned, or of the wants and the eapa-
bilities of children, will soon have enough of that contempt
which is begotten of familiarity, and will find his task growing
less and less pleasant, and his success less marked. He who
keeps alive his interest in the work of a single grade, for any
length of time, must put forth more effort than he who hasa
greater range or frequent changes. But this greater effort will
make him a more valuable teacher. Let each so cultivate his
own powers as that his interest tmay be ever fresh and absorb-
ing, and this second evil may be eradicated.

The iron limits of the Graded Course serve as bars to some
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who, from lack of early advantages, desire to go faster than
their classmates are able to do, and to others who, from limited
opportunities, wish to pursue certain portions of each grade,
neglecting others that seem to them least important. The
greatest good of the greatest number is the rule; but to meet
these exceptional cases, which are really rare, some provision
may be made, such as the good sense of the teacher or the
knowledge of the Principal of the school would suggest. The
rules of the Board seem wisely adapted to such exigencies,
During 2 portion of the year evening schools are maintained
that meet the wants of many, so that this evil does not weigh
with any great force against the systetn. )

The good of the pupil should never be sacrificed to the
maintenance of a system.

Experience has shown that the system herewith presented
does subserve the good of a vast majority of pupils. For the
rare exceptions provision may be made at the time, and with
special reference to the individual cases.

It is often the case that those who have taken the least pains
to master the work assigned them, become the most impatient
of limits. The desire to rove into ethers’ fields of labor is
generally born of unwillingness to cultivate thoroughly one's
own field.

The routine of a part of the course is no duller than the
round of the whole. It may require more frequent turns and
oft repeated cultivation, but it certainly will stimulate an
earnest teacher to the discevery of new methods. No live
teacher can under any circumstances be made a machine.



