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A Book of Inscriptions

Those wished-for mwords—that name the
Rowse, inscribe s hearth and garth,
or bear ils pmner's friendly messages.
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i ET ws dream of evanes-
cence, amnd linger in the
YT W beautiful foolishness of
things.

From THE BOOK OF
TEA, Qkakura-Kakuzo.







FOREWORD

& HO has not at some time wished for
{ a word, a phrase, n verse or two, or
perhaps merely for a name, to fit
a particular place or ocecasion? It
may be the desire was to inscribe
some sentiment over a chimpeypiece ;
it may be it was for a word or so to
accompany some gift, or clse to send with some pis-
sive of goodspeed to the friend whe went a-traveling.
Agnin, it may have been only the wish to give that
final cachet of personality and sense of own-ness
to one’s house and garden that goes with nomencla-
ture.

To whoever has any such wishes, the present lit-
tle volume offers its service,— not presuming surely
at fulfilmwent of them, vr at any sort of exhaustive-
ness,— but hoping to prove itself hintful and sug-
gestive,

True, the compiling of wise saws and maodern in-
stanees never comes to any end, and what 15 more
the use of mseriptions, indoors and out of doors, in
season and out of season, were the casiest of enthusi-
nsms to ride to death. None the less something
there is in human nature that makes it always go
Jump, like the little maid in the play, at the apt
word and the telling phrase, And in further excuse
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X FOREWORD

for ourselves, the associations that go with certain
inseriptions and certain pames are quite as real,
though tangible, as the fragrances of Howers.
Whenee, a hearth with a text wrought over it may
not only enhiance the sense of possession but may
also induce a feeling of kinship hetween the owner
and some loved or celebrated person. Whenee, a
word of dedication with a book may inercase its in-
terest tenfold or more. Or again, o verse accom-
panying flowers or fruit may outlast the fragile gift
and linger as a pleasani recollection long after.

In the wmatter of choosing a place name most of us
make mueh ade, but oddly enongh even after we
have made our own decisions we continue to take
mtercst in other names of other places, especially
perhaps i those belonging to the homes of olden
time.

Within doors and out, in hearth and garth, the
idea of using mottoes as decoralive features opens
up all sorts of cntertnining possibilitics,  Only the
note of warning wuost be sounded. For only too
wighty is the lure of thew and only too dificult to
resist o temptation to inseribe them here, there,
and everywhere.  Nothing could be drearier to con-
template than the mere thought of a house and
grounds that should bristle with texts howsoever apt.
But then, discretion is a part of valor to be taken
for granted and it may well be left to each gentle
reader to prove himself both weatherwise and pass-
ing wary in his use of any mottoes, whether merrie,
wise o1 otherwise.
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We trust the grouping of place names first, of
house and garden texts next, and thirdly of gift ne-
companiments may make for easc in reference, so
that he who runs may read and perchance choose

therefrom or better still be urged to further thought
hereupon.



