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PREFACE,

PresipexTs, kings, and emperors have not unfre-
quently hecome the innocent victis of private animaos-
ity, ambitipus rivalry, treasonable conspiracy, and even
ignorant, misguided patriotisim, Dark, indeed, is the his-
tory of assassioations,  Duc ooats long and eruel records
no crime has ever paralleled in atrocity the murder of
Abraham Lincoln by John Wilkes Pooth, whess name
will forever stand out conspicuonsly on the roll of in-
famy as that of the arch-assassin.

Rotne mourned the tragic end of Caesar; rance wept
over the downfall, exile, and death of Napoleen; the
Netherlands were inconsodable at the lozs of the itlus-
trious Prince of Orange: hut no people of ancient or
modern times ever fele a more profound sorrow over the
death of their " foremost man,” or ever paid to his mem-
ory a more sincere and universal wribute of veneration,
love, and tears, than did the Awmerican nation en the
occasion of the crucl, wanton assassination of their be-
loved President. Shocking to the cvilized world as was
his sudden taking off, the tname of Abrallam Lincola has
risen to shine as a aar of the first magnitnde in the
galaxy of History's most influential characters, never o
be eclipsed by the fame of a4 greater or a belter man,
William the Silent fell when his conntry could illy spare
him, and his last words were, ** Oh, my God, have mercy
on this poor people! "

President Lincoln died in the hour of his country's

fi
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trivmph, and could he have spoken after the assassin
fired upon lum, doubtless s kindly words would have
been: " Forgive themn, they know not what they do”
It is but fair to state that men are not wanting who
claim the assassination of 'resident Lincoln waz the re-
sult of a Roman Catholic conspiracy; or that the leaders
of the Confederacy planned it. Ior one, 1 cannot be-
lieve that the Roman Catholic Church ever sanctioned
that heinous crime. ‘There were Roman Catholics
among the conspirators, bat it would be unjust to con-
found the innecent and the guilly; history cannot hold
the Roman Catholic hierarchy responsible for this as-
sassination. This is evident from the fact that the Pope
hastened with unnzoal zeal o deliver np John H. Sur-
ratt, a fugitive in his dominions, the moment he heard
that he was suspecied of having participated in the
crime, ‘There was no extradition treaty with the Papal
States at the time, but the crime with which Surratt was
charged was so dizbolical that the FPope and Cardinal
Antonelli ordered the suspect’s arrest without watting
for a formal demand from the Governmwent of the United
States,  But whatever Hght the author of this book may
be able or unable 1o throw upon this phase of the sub-
ject, he is comfident thar be iz in pozsession of facts re-
lating to the general subject that will be of interest to
the reader.

During the l!ast forty vears 1 have made a wvery
extensive collection of books, papers. medals, medal-
lions. stalwary, original photographs, antograph letters
and documents, furniture from the eld homestead n
Springheld, IlL, and numerous other valuable articles
relating to Lincoln. To many persons who have visited
this collection I have made the promise that 1 would
some day compile for future reference an authentic lus-
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tory of the assassination of President Lincoln, and the
flight, pursuit, capture, and punislient of the con-
gpirators.  In turning back the leaves of histery to that
page on which is recorded that awinl ineident of April 14,
1865, 1 simply wish 1o give a faithful record of the plot,
ot only to destrov i noble human hife, but the life of
the nation and the lije of berty,  Pwture Ao Lmcoly,
if vou will, sizting m the privale box of a theater, a
wictor.  1le 13 there morelaxation from the terrible stram
that hie had experienced] in carrying the nation's hirden
for four long yvears. The very wrinmph thar had come
to bim in the sarremler of the Confederate anny awakeus
no cmotions i his beart save those of forgiveness and
charitv,  The assassin's butlet pierced his brain at the
moment when the South moast needed s wise counsels.
He woubd have been mzgnanimons (o 1ke Joe, 1 owould
have pleased himy better to pardon than to punish. He
would have overcomne los and his country's cnemies and
transformaed thers tnto friends,

The many accounts af e assassmation of Abrabam
Lincaln that have been writtent make me hesilate to offer
still anothier; but baving lived for ten years under the
roof that once sheltered him in Springheld, 11, and eight
vears fater i Lhe house 1 which he died, and having
met =0 many persons durimg the pasd thirtv-zix vears who
cither assisted in the eseape of the conspirators or tock
somie official part 1 theis capture, trial, and punishment,
rare opporiunilics have lwen offered me for gathening
much true amd valnable Mistorical data on thiz subject.

It 15 to be hoped that this work will answer the hun-
dreds of questions that Bave been asked congerning the
man anid the acconplices of the man who destroved the
precions life of the good amd great President, as many of
the reports publizsled at the time, and many of the stories
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since told, have wiisled the people,  As first impressions
are the most lasting, the ohject of this book s to correct
those first false impressions.  The many questions that
are asked by the vounger generation who vizit the " Old-
rovil Lincoln Memorial Collection ' in the house in
which tive President died. convince te that they do not
possess the true history of that sad event, though eager
to gain a knowledge of the facts.

Tao satisly that desire, 1 present this book to the public,
with the hope that the work, which has been performed
with faithfulness, care, and “ malice toward none.” will
meet its approval. A careful investigation ol all the
facts and cirewnstances conneeted with the assassination,
as miven by cotpetent authorily, tends 1o show that all
the persons who were tried were aclually engaged in
the conspiracy o kidnap or murder the President, Had
the military court reached qut a little farther in its in-
vestigations, 1 helieve it would have implicated many
persons holding positioms of power and authority in the
zervice of the Conicderate Govertiment,

Whether Dooth was the hired agent of & movenient
organized in Canada to murder the FPresident, and ap-
proved al Richmood, 1 am unabte to say. but we do
kuow thal the representatives of the Southern Confed-
cracy, who abused the privilege of hospitality while in
Canada, made that neatral point a basis of operation
against the United States, by organizing plots to burn
Northern cities.  Many went o Canada to sneakingly
operate in the rear. too cowardly 1o stand in the front
of the battie with the brave men they deserted.

“here were many persons througlhout the country who
talked dislovalte, svmpathized with the zpirvic of murder,
expressed treasonable words, and said Mr, Lincoln ought
to be killed, and they would like to shoot him or furnish



