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Tux Prize Committes exprots to be aspersod and an-
tioipates nothing but calumny. Publics as well as Re-
publics are ungrateful. Poets especially are a most
* irrilabile genns,” A avest anthor has very profpundly
remarked, that

# Grent witsary aore to iadness near allled,”
and the Prize Commitles expects that a preat many Ameri.
ean Poots will be very mad indeed when they hear the deci-
gion of the Committee. No ellowances will be made (the
allowances of champagne and eigars by Mr. Barnum are
not referred to) for the embarrassing position of the Prize
Committee. No regard will be had by the disappointed
competitors and their dear friands to the peculiar delicacy
of the task of the Prize Commiltee. The Prize Committee
felt this the moment il essumed its responsible dutiea.
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It foresaw its deomtiny, and beheld (terrible vision!) the
whole teibe of American Pocts and Poctesses, with their
eyed, as usual, in & fine frenzy rolling, scowling ven-
geance upon the Prize Committee and the suceessful
Bongster, and handing their names down to posterity in
bad heroies or vindiciive blank verse. The Prize Com-
mittee wougld willingly have escaped this dire necossity.
It wonld gladly have shifted upon other shoulders the
load which it—the Afllos of American Song--was ecom-
peiled to bear.  But the Prive Committes did not shrink.
It faced the perils of its position. It came, saw, read,
and selegted.  How, and in what manner, the ungenerous
publio will learn. The Prize Committee intends to un-
bosom itself. [t intends to repert confidentially to the
whale eemmanity, and o solve the greal question whether
the world will stand by the Priza Committeg, or tha Prize
Committer must stand by {ielf

1t ie mot true that the Prize Committee put the songs
ite pockets ns fasl a8 received, and conrried them arou
to Clark and Brown's, Windost’s, Delmoniea’s, or wh
ever the Prize Committee happened to go, for the purp
of asking the decision of its friends upon their me
Every song had equal and even-handed justice. A
hogshead, the same in which the original Mermaid ;
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er first vdynga from Vermoot to New.-York, was appro-
riated to the reception of the songs.  As fast as received
1ey ware deposited in its cavernous deptha.  The hogs-
ead soon filled, as may be supposed, from the following
sport of one day’s receipts.

Teceipls of Songs af Bor Mo, 2743, on Friday, Aug. 30th.

dttle Rock, Wisconsin, and sotive West, includ-

ing oew Territories atd Indian Ressrvations, 10
‘ontotoe, Miss., and entire South, including 2

from Cuba, - - : - - - a
loaton, Fmst Bogton, Combridge, and suburba,

and New England in geveral, - - - 24
lew-York City, Brooklyn and Hoboken, and sll

athar quarters, - - - - - . dav

Total, “ i " i - 591

In addition to which, a large roll of manuseript came
o by express from Fredonia, Michigan, endorsed, # An
American Epi¢,—‘ The Alleghaniad’~—to be printed
mtire il adopted, but only a3 much sung as Miss Lind
thooses, "
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The great disparity between the receipts from the
MNorth and East and those from the South, s & fact which
the Prize Commitiee requests the Literati south of Mason
and Dizxon's Line, to put in their pipes and amolke.

The ceremony of heading up the hogshead was per.
formed in the presence of the Prize Committee after the
receipts of the maile of the 31st. The fact thal the hogs-
head contained by thet time, on B moderete opaleulation,
shout five thousand siawes, made (he operation of head.
ing it a sarious matter. Great fears of explosion wers

entertained by the Prize Committer, but by packing

down the loose songe on the fop with a few voluomes of

Griswoll’s American Poots, sufficient weight was ob.
tained to compress the enlire bulk ioto the requisite
space. The hogshead was conveyed to the Commiitee
Rooms.

The Prize Committee wishes to be frank and conf-
dential. It is mot frus thet the hogeheed of Jepny Lind
songs was insured in the sum of $10,000 in the Phoonix or
soy other company, pending the decision of the Commit-
tee. Mo Wall.slreet company would take the risk. The
attempt was made, but the answer to every application
of the Prize Commillee, was ““exira hazardous,” and the
insurance weg declined.
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It is nat t7ue that a song waa telegraphed on, on the
21st, by o Cincinnati poet who was too late far the mail.
Buch a proposition was made to the Committes, but indig-
pantly declined. The poet insisted on sending on the
digpateh, bat it was interrupted at the tenth stanza Dy an
unexpected rise in pork, whioch required to be immedi-
ately tolegraphed, mnd waa never complated.

It is nee true that in unheeding the bogshesd, a violent
exploaion took place, seriously wounding four of the Prize
Committes men. On the contrary, the decapitation of the
hogshead wag porfyrmed with entire succcas, and after
removing the superincumbsot welght sbove referred to,
the songs were shovellad into five separate barrels, and a
mamhbeor of the Prize Committes amsipned to each.

The gravest of questions then presented itsslf to the
Commiliee. WgHAT was To EE DONE 7

Prize Committea man Wo. 1, suggested that as these
songs were conclusive evidence sgainst the two thousand
perpetrators of rhyme, the principles of Military Courts
Martial should be adopted, and the process of decimation
resorted to; and accordingly moved that the songs be
cotnted, and onc aut of cvery ten considered.

The great objection to this method proved to be, that
no one of tha Committee would undertake the task of

1'



