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INTRODUCTION

THE First Book of the ¥ iaery Queene pourtrays the struggles
and final victory of 'lruth, intellectual and spiritual, under T.he
name of Holiness, The Second Bogk h §
and trivmphs of Moral Purity, under the name of Temperance,
The two, Bétween them, contain the substance of (inan's faith
and duty. In the Fist Book the Christian comes out firmly
assured in his belief, and that, not as a mere effort of the imagi-
n.n.tmn. or s a devotional sentiment, but a5 o severe intellectual
enquiry and sifting of the trutl:, a * proving all things® in order
to “ hold fast that which & good,™ For this combination of
reason with religion was deemed not only allowable but éssential
in the sixteenth century, and bore fruit in the appeals to men's
judgment and personal reason as against authority, to common
sense as agamst the iron rules and quibbles of the later Scholastics,
to the personal study of the Bible as against a blind reliance on a
traditional and sacerdotal system. In the Second Book we have
the Christian working out, with many + lets and slips, the moral

of his existence, moderate and manly, the true * gentlemin *
in the nght sense of the word. The Book expresses, in fact, the
profound belief of the age in morality as the n;turdl__s_ﬂuﬂ_f_
a true an_:j E_Illt_ghtLﬂ.LL__fﬂ]ﬂi* and Duessa and Archimago are
introduced at the opening : of the pageant,”’ as Spenser calls it,
not merely to act as artistic links, binding Book with Book, but
more especially to indicate this close connection of religion with
morality, For falsehood and the fakse Church, said the age,
fight against puntf of life as well as against l:rut.h of doctrine, -
amnd the magician and the witch go on * deceiving and deceived ™
to the end,

It follows that Spenser, having risen fo this high conception
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Vi INTRODUCTION,

of the perpnse of these Books, Is obliged to brdak away fron,
the plan he laid down for himself in his well-known Letter to
Sir Walter Raleigh, To have worked oot the twelve Books as
representing ¥ the twelve moral virtues,” each with itz own
Enipht and its owan advemiores, would have demanded a far
narrower treatment of these two opening Books. Instead of
ranging over the whaole extent of haman lite and interests as they
do, pourtraying Holiness and Temperance, we showld have had
the zdventures of the liboval soul struggling against extravagance
or stinginess, or the brave man attacked by temptations of rash-
ness or of cowardice.  The genius of the pocet happily delivered
him from his own bouds, and epabled him 1o deal swith his
subject with a dignity and completenass which makes each Book
a work by itself, wnd 8 commentary on the whaole breadch of
buman life,

Bat though we may look on each of these Books as a whale,
still the author is mindiul to link the different © gests™ together,
by likeness of structure, by relerence tu the original design, by
the introduction of the old aclors ac the begianing of the new
picce, and especially by the prander fig of Arthur and the
Faery Oneene, whoe appear ditl fﬁw The image of
the Queen looking down on the ?ﬁi_-:ru is never absent from the
Books: in a veiled form she actuplly enters on the stage, the
divize huniress, chaste beautiful as Artemls herscll, and
ennobles the work with her presence and her high-souled words,
The Prinee, influest of her through the world, full of a myste-
rions loye"and allegiznce to her, apprears in cach Book to help
the labouring kaights, This Tk is =0 artiully contrived, that

thile it carrics on the mysterious undercurrent of the action, it
does pot diminish the interest felt In the maln actors. Pringe
Arthor comes as a deliverer when the herces are reduced to
helplessness ; hfﬂ‘.—l!l"ﬂﬁ_‘i]!?ﬂh but he does not do their work
for them  His work is noble and perfect; but it only tends
in these Books to restore the knights to themselves, and 2o to
nable them to work out theie proper ends for themselves,

in this respect, and in many others, the two Books run upon
parallel lines, 1t may be worth while to notice some of these
similarities.
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lﬁ,ﬁ:, pourtraying th lt-mble 1.'1-:}'.'-El nr nmr-:tl ew] it not 1:—.‘5!5143:'] =1

E;es Bir Guyon the clue to his pmh in J]t&, az gvenger of thﬁar
ent babe, Acrasia is thus brought before ns, the central
.,.._l.n-——-'—:"_ LS00 J

ﬁq of evil, ﬁ;:re:.-cm in the nifects of her p '[I-I_'!ll-\.l'.lﬂulﬁ- fascina=
hm;u; o Em wh:_n '|'I: |:atE c:-:m:,mw_a h-rmngJl forth :]Lath i3

the r_n:-atnptmr: af the Cave of Despair, and the discussion on
anicide which follows it, stand over against the account of Alam-
mon’s Cave, and the disquisition held in it respecting the wse and
- walne of viches, and man’s proper aim in Gfe,

Apgain, as in Cante VIIT of the First Book woe haowe the over-

character, Pride) by the hand of Avthury so in Canlo VLI of

the Second fook we meet the same Prince doing to death the
- warions forms of angry passion and ficey tempor, which had ali
but undlone the weakened and prosteate Sic Garyon,

Una corresponds, In a sorty te the Black Paloer ; though we
may g e felgions purity of the snows-white maiden higher
than the moral equanimity of the sad-robed sober Mentor. Una
guides the Red Cross Knight, the Palmer Sir Ciayon ; they arc
ﬁ"—d_frum one another under {;1rt‘1rm-,.ranc;c~r. amitable to the
character of each Book., The Red Cross hnlght [opsees hais com=
- pamion through false illmeions: Sir Guyon parts with his Palmer
im order that he may pass with ‘Mlleness, in the boat that gocs
without an var, acros: the Idle Lake,

And, lastly, the tenth Canto of each book s dedicsted to the
 preparation of the hero of cach for the crowning work of his

Mercy, it is that his mind may he cnlizhtenced, and that his sonl
¥ g

may obtain glimpses of heavenly truth before his list struggle

*IJ the CHd Serpent, the Father oi Lies. When Guvon reaches

Mhe Coastle of Alma, he betakes himself to the study of the
ntiquities of Faery Land,” in order that he may prepare
If by high example and the tranquil study of the great

throw of Orgoglio (that most fermidable enemy of the religious

ealling. When the Red Cross Knight is teken to the House of



