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ONE GIRL'S INFLUENCE

Louise was barn in Plainfeld, New Jersey, on De-
cember 2, 1892 aned she died in her home there on June
12, 1913, She was given only a little more chan twenty
vears of life. She lived it quietly among home friends
and in simple places. Her opportunities, her character
and scrvice were such as Ciod gives to many of his
children.  Surely what she was and what she did in her
short and glorous Life ousit to be 3 summons to thous-
agfs of uthers, gitls and bovs, women ang men, @ rise
up 1 such Joy and obedience as she manifested and to
wse their lives as richly and courageously as she used
hers.

Her childkood was the healthy, happy childhood of
a real @rl, full of intense activity and overflowing with
the energy, playfulness and trrepressible vivacity which
characterized her until the very day of her death, The
simple remembrances of her early vears are all of her

l,.,;_t{nf.:td fellowship and bigh spints and cager love. Her
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erandmathier who Lived 1 her homewasher "playmate,”
as she called her. In later years she wrote one of her
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poems about her and called it "My Playmate.” One
day the child heard some one say that pood people die
voung. Louise listened attentively and then addressed
her grandmother. “Gram, how old are vou?' “About
eighty years ald,” her grandmaother replied. The young
affectionate impudence meditated a2 moment and then
replied, “Gram, vou must have heen very bad to have
lasted so long”  She was slow in learning to skate
and some oi her friends were impatient with her. But
she was resolute in her determination in this as in all
things to do what she had set oot to do. She pressed
her pet dog Jung, into service, and her mother was call-
ed by a neighbor 1o come to her house to see from a
window how Lowdzse was managing 18, She had waited
unril all athers had left the pond and then with her
dog by her side she would strike out with great derer-
mination, only to find herselr in a heap on the ice,
Thercupon the dog would back up to her. Louise would
brace herself vpon him and start out again.  This she
did day atter day until one day she came home triumph-
ant, saying, “Mother, I can beat any one of the girls
skaring.” She was a child of fearless independence and
respurcefulness.  Owe day her mother noticed her going
hurredly out of the house with some small pieces of pa-
per in her hand,  Returning an hour later she announc-
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ed, “Here are three dollars I made selling tickets whick
I made myself and sold to the neighbors fer the fair we
are to have at swo o'clock fur the Bahies” Camp on the
Aountam.” Iz was already noon and this was the first
intimatian which the family had had of the fair. When
it expressed consternation she calmly replied, "“Never
mind, I have tovs ennuph to fill a grab bag, Cassie, the
couk, can make ice cream, and I kaoow that Harnet
Humplireys {the family standbr) will make the cake
and lermonade”™ "The falr was a great success and
enuugh maney wes secured to make seversl bables come
fortable ior the summer, Leowise was just like this all
her life. She was ready fur anvthing and <he feared
nothing,

There was sumething a lirtle rerrifving always about
her candor. VWhen she was five years old, her primary
Sundar School reacher, Wiillimm [d Murray, Esq., re-
calls that che atked her gmrandmotner ii she bad ever
told & lie. Her grandmnsher confessed that <he had.
“Did Uncle =nand 5627 And she reviewed a guod part
of the family connection,  When her granidmnther de-
clined to acquit cich une of thiem af ever having tmld
a single falschood she remzined guies uncl her grand-
mother asked what she was thinking about. “0Oh,"”
answered Louise, '] am thinking how lonesome 1t will
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be in heaven with only George Washington and me
there." When her oniv sister died, Lowmse received a
letter of sympathv from a rriend and wrote in reply,
“T expect I'll be the idol of the fanuly now. 1 don't Tike
it, I den’t like idol children.”

Her grace and simple Christian faith mingled with
her rich fun and overllowing jov from the bezinning.
VWhen she was about ten vears of age she went to her
parents and said, "l wanc o join the charch.”  She was
told thae she had better wait until she was a lictle alder.
A few hours afterwards she was found tn her room
weeping. L pon being asked what made her sad she
answered, “'I did noc koow chat a ehild could be too
voung to love Jesus.” Suortly after, at the age of eleven,
she united on confession of faith with the Grescent
Avenue Presbytenan Church and was a loval member
of that church until she went an to the Church of the
Immortais. The death of her sister Gaercrude which
pocurred when Lowize was eieht made a deep impression
upen her. Gertrude was a girl of noble character, of
fearless and winning personality, with deep reserves of
power and yet of open and candid Cliristian confession.
Loujse had (Gertrude’s photograph in her Bible with
these words beneath it, *' Hleszed is the memary of those
who have kept themselves unspotted from the world.
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