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CHAPTER T.
MORNING EERVICE AT ST. FHILF'® CHURCH

SWithin the Temple's very gates,
W liacr the world's tomaltoons roar

It was a pleasant morning in May, when u
young man of interesting appearance paused be-
fore one of the prineipal churches in a large eity.

“ Can you tell me whether there will be service
here to-day ¥ he asked, addressing & conchman,
who was seated upon the hox of a earriage which
was gtuuding in front of the mate. The equipfige
was one of uneommon eclegance,—a low, dark
chariot of the most graceful form, drawn by
black horses, the sombre appearance of the whole
being only relieved by the silver mounting of the
harness, and the richly eut lanterns. The eoach-
man was in pefeet keeping, being an undistin-
guishable mass of blackness, excepting the broad
silver band around his bell-crowned hat. His
manner, too, was an attempt at enperior polite-
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ness, a8 he eaid, in reply to the inquiry of the
stranger,

“ Certainly, sir, there is always service here
every day at eleven o'clock;” and it was evident
that he belonged to gome family who considered
it & virtue to be well posted np in church affairs.

“Thank you,” said the questioner politely, as
he entered the gate. It was still very early, for
there was no one in the church but the party
that bad just alighted from the earriage withont,
and the sexton, who wus busy in removing the
benches, with which he had barricaded the en-
trance fo the middle aisle.

# How provoking I"* exclaimed one of the ladies,
as she looked st an elegant little watch, to which
dozens of small trinkets were suspended. *It
iz fifteen ninutes to eleven, and we might have
sﬁnt that time in shopping, instead of wasting
it here.”

The light tone in which these words were
spoken avidently grated on the ear of the new-
comer, for he looked after the tall elegant wo-
man, as ehe walked haughtily up the aisle, with
a glance of mingled pity and disapprobation, as
it be thonght it would require & much longer
preparation to fit her heart for the service of that
God who must be worghipped in spirit and in
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truth, And then, turning to the sexton, he said
in a low voice, * Will you have the kindness to
tell the clergyman that a perzon desires to re-
turn thanks for recovery from sickness? [ find
that [ bave dropped the notice which T wrote to
that effect.”

The church was so frequented by strangers,
that it bad become necessary to place a row of
souts in the centre of cach aisle, which were wide
enough for the accommodation of two perzons;
and to one of these, in the neighborhood of the
chancel, the yonng man slowly dirccted his steps,
and kneeling befors 1t with the deepest rever-
ence, became lost in devotion. He did not
notice that the chureh was vapidly filling, or that
ne one besides, veeupying the seats in the aiele,
agsumed the pesture to which from ehildhood
he had become accustomed. He only felt that
after months of trial and sickness, he was again
allowed Lo enter the house of his heavenly Father,
which anywhere and under all cirenmstances
was regarded as his dearest home. YWhen, at
last, he rose from his knees with his face glow-
ing with emotion, he perceived o lad of abont
ten years old standing by him, who said, as he
held the door of an adjacent pew open, * Mother
wishes to know if you will eit with ns. The seats



