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The Marylsnd Historical Society wishing to bring a proper
offering to the first Centennisl Celebration of our National Inde-
dendence, resclved, for that purpose, to reprint & Journal of
Charles Carroll of Carrollton, of Maryland, signer of the Decls-
ration of Independence, The original manuseript of this record
is kept in the Archives of the Hoeiety me & precious gift from
the descendants of its {llustrions anthor.

The Journal was written by Mr. Carroll, in 1776, during a
Jjourney to Canada with Benjemin Franklin of Pennsylvenis,
and Samuel Chase of Marylend, members of Congress, and,—
jointly with Mr. Carroll,—its delegated Commissioners to fry
the feeling, and, if possible, to stir up the Canadians. By the
request of Congress the Reverend Johm Carroll, cousin of
Charles Carroll of Carcollton, end afterwards, the first Roman
Catholic Archbishop of the Tnited Siates, aceompanied these
gentlemen on their grave and delicate errand.

The undersigned were named by the Bociety to carvy out its
wishes and with great respeet, they offer this book as a patriotic
memorinl —showiog that, at the end of one hundred years of

/ National life, Maryland is loyal to fe men and memories of 1776.
BRANTZ MAYER,
WILLIAM H. CORNER,
JOHN J. JACOBBEN,
Connittes of fhe Muryloon! Ifistirical Society.

Barmyong, Maryland, 1 May, 1876,






INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR

UFPON TILE

EXPEDITION TO CANADA

I3

1775—-17176.

CuHarrER 1.

HAT long line of lakes and rivers which flow
T southeastwardly across our continent, and
empty into the Atlantie through the gulf of
Saint Lawrence, seems fo form a natural barrier
between two nations, marking their geographical
limits if it did not also bound different races.
And such, in fact, was really the case with a part
of thiz extensive chain, until the peace of Paris in
1763, when Canada, affer the victery of Wolfe,
passed from the dominion of France to that of the

British crown.
In March, 1766, the stamp act was repealed;
but the English niinistry, foiled in its first attempt
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10 INTRODUCTORY MEMOIR.

on the liberties of the American colonies, seemed
determined to tease and worry them into rebel-
lion. Taxation by duties was laid in 1767, and
Maryland at ones took pround against the imposi-
tion, Associations for *non importation™ were
speedily formed; but, after existing for a while,
they were abandoned, and local discontents arose
in our state that exasperated the people's feelings
against Ministerial oppressions, until they were
ripe for the revolt that ultimately broke out.!

Amongst the earliest demonstrations of a dis-
position on the part of the colonists to resort to
violence, was the attack upon the newly ceded
provinee of Canada.

The expedition that was sent to the north was
deemed, by some persons, of questionable poliey,
and not a few of our people thought it entirely
subversive of the principles upon which we
grounded our resistance. It might naturally,
they alleged, be regarded as o war of conguest,
and, as such, was entirely at varianee with the
gpirit of our discontent.

Buch, however, was not a just view of the cage.
The boundary of the lakes to which we have
alluded, formed, in reality, no boundary to British
rule, for the sway of the Anglo-Saxon race was
now fully established over the whole of the north-

1 See McMahon'as History of Margland, vel. i, p, 880,
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ern part of the continent. It was eobviously
proper, therefore, to detract, if possible, from the
power of our assailants to harm us on the great
watery highway of the lakes and rivers, or to
present such an united foree of colonial and pro-
vincial inhabitantz as might counterbalance, in
a great measure, the pertinacious loyalists who
were digposed to discountenance our appeals for
justice, For it will be remembered, that before
the declaration of our national independence, the
warfare was neither against the throne nor the
laws of England, but against a reckless and op-
Pressive ministry.?

In taking advantage, therefore, of this general
desire to enlist the whole of the British subjects
in America in the preservation of their privileges,
efforts were justly and fairly made to obtain
possession of the keys of the lakes and of the
8t. Lawrence at Quebec and Montreal.

As 8ir Guy Carleton had manifested a strong
disposifion to sustain the ministry against the
people, it was hoped that his cfforts would thus
be neutralized, and an unbroken front of firm and
resisting freemen presented to the cabinet and
parliament,

Canada was a provinee whose citizens had not
yet coalesced with the English. In the debate on

1 Bea Col, Reed's letter to Washington, nnd Waehington's reply.—
Washingion's Writings, vol, iil, p. 847,



