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IRTRODUCTION.

TaE wisdom of the Church, which conseeratcs the
fleeting scasons of Time to the intercsts of Eter-
nity, has dedicated the month of May (the birthday
featival, ae it wers, of Creation) to her who was
over destined in ¢he Divine Counsels to become the
Mother of her Creator. It belongs to her, of course,
8z she is the representative of the Inearnation, and
its practical exponent to & world but teo apt to
forget what it professes to hold. The following
Poems, written in her honour, are an atfcmpt to
set forth, though but in mere outline, each of
them some ome of the great Ideas or essential
Principles embodied in that all-embracing Mystery.
On & topic so comprehensive, converse statements,
at onetime illustrating the highest excellenco com-
patible with mere eresturely cxzistence, at another,
the infinite distanee hetween the chief of creatures
and the Creator, may seem, at first eight, and
to some eyes, coniradictory, although in reality,
muinally correlative. On an attentive perusal,
however, that harmony which exists among the



