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PREFACE,

.

Ix these four yolumes the work of tranalating Dr. Hauerath's
“ Neutestamentliche Zajtreschichte,” originally undertaken by
the Theological Translaiion Fund some seventean years amo, has
at last been completed. Vol I sppeared in 1878; Vol 11, in
1880. Both dealt with # The Time of Jeens,” and offered an
instalment of the whole work sufficiently complete {n itsell to
stand alone. But for those whose intercst in Tir, Hausrath's
work had besn pwakened by his clear atyle, his direct and vivid
method, and hiz attractive personality, it still remained emi-
nently desirable that the later parts of the book, dealing with
“The Times of the Apostles” should be added to the sarlier
English volumss. And this has now been dons by Mr. Leonard
Huzxley's tranglation printed in the following pages.

In these few words of preface I may perhaps be allowed to
express some of the thoughts which Dr. Hausrath's brilliant
pioture of the first Christinn times has stirred in the mind, not
of an expert, but of a consenting and sympathetic reader.
These later volumes, then, na it seoms to me, have the same
guelities as the earlier—the same conspicnens merits, and
pethaps, here and there, the same wenknesses, The admirable
survey of Palestine with which the first volume opened—a
piece of writing which had meny of the qualities of Renan,
and especially that quality which enzbled the grest French
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crific to make literature out of the minutest and exacteat his-
torieal or lingnistic material —is paralleled in these later sections
by the deseriptions of Alexandria, Taraus, Corinth or Ephesus,
deseriptions where all that literary or archzological knowledge
has to offer is prassed into the serviee of a remarkable visuaiizing
faculty, on tha part of an author who is determined to make his
reader aleo see the towns where Philo or Paul walked, as clearly
a8 he sees thera himself, The intelligent analysis of social and
moeral conditions, conveyed in & singularly flexible style, and
carried through with the true historical freedom and eourage,
which gave value to the earlier sections on “The Sanhedrin” or
“The Synagogue,” on “ The Badduceea and Pharisees,” on " The
Eeonomical Cendilion of Judize under the Romens” or “The
Messianic Expectation,” is here applied to the institutions and
circumstancea of & later day; while the same narrative power
shown in the former picture of Herod the Great finds here
ample scope in cerrying on the atories of Herod Antipas and
Herod Agrippa, in the reproduction of Phile’s vivid account of
his embassy to Caliguls, ex in treating the drama of the Jewizh
War. And thes same eagst seneitive thought which spent itself
in the former volumes upon the analywis of the parts played by
the Forernnner and the Master in the vast transformation of
the time, is hers concentrated with equal ardour and paticnce
upon the great figure of St Paul

At the same time—if one is to be allowed-a perfectly frank
opinion—these lnter volumes betray here and thers, as I have
saidl, the same weaknesses which might: have been noticed in the
earlier. These weaknesses are indeed the defects of Dr. Hausrath's
qualities, He is not only a gelehster ; he 15 also a writer and a
man of letters; a South German besides, or ut any rate s member
of & great South German University which bae always possessed
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a wide and varied literary tradition. The result is that, like
Renan, he writes not only for his Fach, bui for the publie, and
obeys hoth an inner and outer need when he endeavours to
make his narrative a8 living and as effeotive ag possible, The
temptations of the position are of courss obvious. A man
determined to make a book out of zuch difficult material ag the
relicy of Christian antiquity afford, can scarcely aveid at times
straining hi# points and forging his authorities beyond what the
strict historical spirit allows. Such a straining of points and
forcing of authoritics is the besetting sin of orthodox interpre-
tation. And the eritical school, eapecially when it wishes to be
read, does not sscapa it  Every careful reader of these interest-
ing volumes wiil make his own comments in this sense ns he
goes along, Especially perhaps will he notice that Dr. Hausrath's
exposition of disputed matters iz occasionally least satisfactory
when he is most anxious to be fair to the argnments of oppo-
nents. For instanca, there iz a passage in the section headed
* The Early Career of Paul” where the writer discusses the
knowledgs which Penl may be suppesed to have possessed of
the teaching and personality of Jesus. Evidently the thought
in Dr. Hausrath's mind is that some critics have gone too far in
minimizing or denying tlig knowledge. His instinet towards
fair statement accordingly makes hirma admit all be can; and
the result is & string of references Lo the T'anline texts which
can only et a reader wondering that so vital & point should bo
even discussed—much less decided—on such evidence,

But it is certainly desirable, eminently desirable, that from
time to time those who Anow should wee their knowledge, not
only for students, hut also for the large publie. In this country
Dr. Haugrath's book, with all ita learning and charm, end ita
oocagional parti pris, ought to be read a2 an alternative to those
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popular English lives of Christ and 8t. Paul which have learning
and charm too no doubt, but alse & parti pris of another kind,
far more marked and less carily to be defended.  For Dr. Haus-
rath's parfi pris is, after all, the parti prdis of history and science
wherever they appear. He is trying to meke his subject intel-
ligible and organie, to bring it into connection with human
experience ag » whole. He proceeds, as he himself says in his
Freface to the second sditien of his book, on the convietion that
“ what is in Philo, Josephus, and the Rabhis, historieal thealogy,
cannot immediately becotne ingpiralion in the Apcstles;” and
in his dremetic picture of the thought-conditions whence Chris-
tianity sprang, this instinct for the unity of all experience—tha
predominating instinet of the historian--is perpetually leading
him to that tranalation of ancient testimony into modern terms
which distinguishes the Christion interpreter of his class from
thosa of any traditional school, Protestant or Catholic.

On the many controverted pointe of percnnial difficulty and
obscurity on which Dr. Haverath necessarily touches in the
conrge of thess volumes, it does not become me to eay much.
No doubt his particulsr way of conceiving the foroes of per-
sonality and environment at work in the primitive Christian
eommunily in not the way which is ot the prescnt mement
dominant in the liberal theclegy of Germany. A man of genius,
Professor Harmack, holde the fiald; and his disciples find & cer-
tain Rationelist poverty and thinhess in all that does not bear
his stamp. Nevertheless, it is probable that the present book
will reach and affeet Englich readers whe would nob be reached
by the great " Dogmengeschichte” which forms the text-beok
of the prevailing achool. Dr. Hausrath's tone of sympathetie
realism will on the whole be congenial to us; and in these sub-
jeets it is for the present what we want As compared with
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Baur's “ Firat Three Centurics,” or Baur's “ 8t Paul the
present volumes abundantly bear out Dr. Harnack's estimste
of the progress made by historical theclogy aince the great days
of the Tiibingen school.  * Richer in historical pointe of view,”
he says of the knowledge of to-day as compared with the know-
ledge of 1835, “ we have grown more realistic, more elastic; the
hiztorical temper has developed ; we have acquired the power
of transplanting ourselves into other times. Great historians—
men like Ranke—have taught na this”

The words may very aptly be applied to this survey befors us
of & vast period and the rise of & mighty movement. The writer
carrics us {rom scene o scene, from the philosophic echocle of
Greece, Rome and Alexandria, to the Chuoreh of Jerusalem in
s oarly days of ecetasy and passionate hope; from the streeta
of Alcxandria and the study of Phile, to the first preaching
of the crueificd Messiah in the synagognes of Palestine and the
Digpersion, or among the shaves and freediven of Rome; from
the court of Caligula, to the palsce of Herod Antipas, or into the
midst of the adventures, the successes, the hypocrisien of Herod
Agrippa; from the atmosphere of spiritnal majesty surrounding
the tormented life and indomitable labours of St. Faul, to the
earnival of blood snd Iust which at the same moment §lled the
palaca of Nero; from thoge murderons days and nights in tha
Romae of 64, amid which the great Apostle’s frail life pussca
from the sight and hearing of men, to the awful struggle of the
Jewish War. The narrulive dealing throughout with o mass of
detail—endeavouring to make everything count—te leave out
nothing, however amall, that can help a readar to see or to feel—
the work, moreover, of a man penetrated throughout by the
human and dramatic interest of his subject,—will often, indeed,
rouse our ¢riticism or our protest. There ars repetitions; the
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note, a8 we have anid, is sometimes foreed ; there is oceasionally
the same tendency as in M. Benan to make a certainty that
history has denied. But through it all—in comparison with
most of the books we read in England—thers is, as it seems
to me, & wonderful sense of life and reality. Men sct, snd
things happen from intelligible causes; the personalities of the
time stand out in true, or at any rate possible reletions to what
purrounds them; the developing subilety and profundity of
Pauline thought, the mixture of things cxqnisite and grolesqua
in the tirat Christinn communities, the clash of interests, and
the fusion of vreeds—all thess are treated with equal freedom
and sympathy, with no controversinl bitterness, and often with
& shrewd plainness, which nevertheless passee cusily into the
language of “ admiration, hope and love.”

This mixture of realistic insight with spiritual veneration is
especially remarkable in the portrait of St. Paul in which the
book centres. o vivid iz thot portrait that the reader is in
gome sort challenged answ by ik, as he toight have been chal-
lenged by the actual presence—the stirring provoeative presence
—of the living Apostle. As one turns away from it, yet atill
possessed by it, one asks oneself apain the perennisl question on
which Paual'a life and preaching turned, which confronts ns to-
day, a9 it eonfrented him on the agonizod journey to Damascus
—“What is if thot eavss 77  What light did Paul's experjence
and Paul's theught throw upon the eternel problem ¢ What light
do they atill throw upon it for ue—the children of another age,
and other disciplines of mind and fecling? At the risk of
repeating much that Dr. Hausrath has said, and said betier, let
me try and work out something of an answer.

“ What ds & that smves!” Paul's original reply to this
question, given in hiy capacity as Phavisee and Zealot, was of



