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Eviey loyal American who went abmad during
the first years of our great war felt bound to make
bimeell some exeuse for turning his back on hig
country in the hour of her trouble. Dot when Owen
Elmore egailed, no one else scemed to think that he
needed exense.  All his friends said iF was the best
thing for him to do; that he could have leisure and
nuiet over there, and would he able to go on with
his work.

At the risk of giving & farcical effect to my narra-
tive, T am obliged to confass that the work of which
Elmore’s friends spoke was a projected ldstory of
Venice. So many kserary Americans have projected
such a work that it may now fairly be regarded as a
national enterprise.  Elmore was too obscure to have
been announced in the usual way by the newspapers
ag having this design; bud it was well known in his



