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S0ME MATERIAL FOR A BIOGRAPHY OF MRS. ELIZA-
BETH FERGUSBON, aés GRAEME.

BY SIMON GRATZ.
{Continged from Vol. XXXIX, page 400.}

Mre. Ann Greme fo Mies Mary Baord, Burlington, N. J.

december Gth 1737,
Dear Miy Bard
it was & very great concern to me that I mist the sppertunity of taking
my leave of you but I believe you may lmmagin it was not ont of
anny disregard but I really did expeet mamms down stairs to go to
market she jntendsd to some but meeting with M™ Eerealy she told
s you were gone wich prevented us pray make my servies
to M dehormandes family and now to sachide with my bumble sarvios
to you and all your good famdly T remain with the greatest respect
your moat cghedient servant

Ann Greme

Mrs. Ann Grame to Mrs. Campbell.

May 15/1752

Dear Madam SEu
With this you will receive by Betey who has s grest desire to spend
a day or two with you; s it is the Arst time she has been abrosd by
her self 1 should not chose to lett ber go but to such & Friend as you,
who T am sensible will put o good ostored cosstruction oo inmooenoe
and ipexperience, bat this I may promise for ker, she would not will-
fuly offend and further I can sssure you, she will maks no such nnessy
complaints a5 you was troubled with this time last year, but to my
unspeskable Joy that purplexing aifair is pow gquite st e end mnd
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386  Mrs. Elizabeth Fergugson, née Grame.

ended more to my satlsfaction by far than I could have boped, and
the caly way it could bave given me pleasnre. the particulars of which
I referr you to our ¥Friend M* Annsnd I have promised to spend &
few days with M Baird which if I have in my power to perform I

ahall mot fail of giving my self the pleasure to soe you going or coming,
bhowevar that be. I am with unaléerable eateem

Dear Madsm
Your Much Oligel and Most Hum*'* Berv®
My Oomplmta te M* Camel A. Greme.

Mrs. Ann Grame te Mre. Campbell, Burlinglon, N. J.
Jane 14/1752

Dear Madam e :

The favors Betay recelved from you snd M* Campel lays me under
too great obligation to suffar me to be ailent when I Liave an opportanity
to aeknowled itt. Betsy (s so delighted with your masner that she can
talk of nothing else, {but this is paying s complement o her Judgment).
I am likewise mueh chliged to all ihe Ladies of Burlington and Bristol
for the Kind notise they were plessed to take of her to whom universally
my servica & thanks.

My Complements to Mr Cumipsl Joined with Batiys pnd Jeunys to
you both.

I bops you will both Hve to know the pleamire it gives a parent to
sen thelr obildren taken motice of by people of worth nad then you will
be more stmaible how

mueh I sm
Dear Madem Your Much
Obliged Humble Bervt
Aan Greme

Elizabeth Fergusson to Mra. Campbell.
21778
My dear M Camphall i e

A few weeks ago your affectionsie epistle dated february 1779 was
sent me up here: I kmow not by what eomveynnce it cames, nor by what
Channel this which is meant s a Reply to it may Beach you: but hope
it may get safe tho It can omly offer & tributary Tear of Bormow to
those which I dure say already flow for the Calamities of our Country,
involv'd in all the Bad train of Afiistion ineideat to & Civil War.

The sccount you im yours give me of your late Iliness drew o heart
wrung tear from my Eyea: for alas so stroagly are we formed, that the
trouble we feel for sn individual that is dear to us Ia of & more heart
pinelngmmthmthegrnmﬂemofﬂ.ﬂlcﬂonthltunuﬂ:
hibitad from a Bufering Nation: 1 have i been ash
this eeldsh prineiple but uwpon a more meture Burvey of the Order nf
Man: Considered in his moral sapasity T believe it is intemded; that
those troubles within cur own Sphere; should affect us most, because

-\
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they mre of a Nature in our power often to relieve by our Brmpathy;
which I fesr would fiow but coldly, was thera not Some Stimulative
more active to push ns on than bare resson: we see Continualy where
that speaks without Fassion or Affection; we move but very slowly on
to anything which requires netivity.

If you my dear friend have sceomplished your journey to N York as
you purpes’d st the time you wrote to me yon will in all probability
have heard mors of me and my affalrs than at Mr Frasers: for Mm
Burton knows & good deal about me; as she often maw M* F—n at
York bui in Case you should not have sccomplished that exeursiom, I
shall briefly towch on my Bitustiom, Thers is not that person in the
World I would more freely give my Mind t0 on any and all Subjects
than the dear good woman to whom I am now writing: but I liave been
so unfortunate in having my Letters om the most interesiing Subjects
opend and pass through Hende that wers mo ways interested in their
Contents: that I write now to my desrest friends but very seldom and
that with Coolnesa and Caution.

In less tham & Moath after the date of Mine to you in September, the
Commiasionsra for the Biats of Pemssploosnic Belzed this property in
Consequence of Mr Fergussons being among the usfortunate proserib'd,
the persomal Estats was all sold exeept the furnifure of two rooms and
the Resl Estabs Rented for & year; I rented it myself. At the Expira-
tiom of that time it is to be sold during Mr Fergussoar and my Life:
that is the Death of either of us tha State hao no further Claim on it;
had T had a child Mr. F. would have hed hia life in jt; bmt that mcd
being the Case He hes anly his Life during my Life in it. 1 have
presented & Petition to the Assembiy in comsequesce of ibe [illegible]
Bituation of My sfaire; they are fto mest In Angust and I hope
as the Froperty eams Bolely by my Father and I show no Deslre
to leavs the Country and have ever beem against the Britisk 8ide really
from Prineiple; I hope all thess things Cast into the Scals, will have
their proper Waight, I purpose if it somres Lo the last Pinch to bid for
it myself, as I cannct think that amy persct will be either o ill natured
or so improdent to bid high for sn Estate thus Circumstaneed: they
the purchassrs bold it mo longer tham the Lifs of & woman of my Age,
joined to m Constitution frail by nature, but made mush more so by
trouble; I mm defermined to do everything that prudent sdvies can
Dietats to preserve this patrimony: as it s more dear to me from its
Relative Valus than from its Intrinstc ome: the' that la & Comfortable
Buport; for me & my all: Awd now my dear friend you Enquirs par-
ticularly Conserning My MNeice: she ln Marrisd to o very Scber indus-
tricus young Man; It was quite & Love Match and they are entirely
happy in Each Other; Her father poor man for some Biranges whim or
Other eould never be brought to aprove it: in thie temper He liv'd and
Died, tho* not mo aa to affest Hie Will: He divided all He had (which
was no great Matter) betwesn his two Children But that part to His
Bon wes Obliged act to be nam'd in that Masner, an He was with the
British But as all His Property was in Eand; and He left Express



388  Mrs. Elizabeth Fergusson, née Greme.

orders that it should be »old immediately on His Decease; it will in the
End be but = poor affair; because it was aokl at » time when the Ex-
change of Gold was near twenty for one sad in no degres Bold In that
proportion: s Land Bells for Leey than maything. My Neive left the
City » few Days before the British enterd id, sbe remained with me
hers & fortnight But Her Husband having a Department with the Hos-
pital at Bethlem; she went with her Immily whem there mnd there-
sbogts she remsin’d during the Whole time the British were in this
Etats, Bbe iz now seitled in the City, she spent & Week with me thia
Bpring, she came up to wean her Little Boy who wna then & year old
Ha was born when she wea in Exile ia the Moontains, Hesr first A Girl;
was two years old Iast Beplember, this Boy wma Baptized Thomas
Grems: Her Girl Ann; they are large Children; but not o as Bprightly
the Eldest me some that are bess, Dut these little thimgw alter wery
much, Amy makes n tender mother; snd Affecijonate wife Bat mere
particularly in the latier Character than im the former; ms she has
many that Equal ber in the first but nose that Hresed her in the Latter.

My Nephew John Young you kzow very sarly showd An Attschmeat
to the British; mear two yesrs he wes & Prisoner on kis Farole with
me at this Plaee, bui on the Britivh eptering the Capitall fn Bep-
tember 77 He joined them, He drst got & Leivteasncy in the New
Levien but bad soom Intercat Enough to get & Commission fn His Old
highlaad Regiment, Col. Bierling Commands; sad Co' Bierlings Mother
apd M* Younge Mother were own Sisters; s that He psama fx'd
them vow for Life. He wae always of s Milltary turn which I wish
to Heaven be would have indulged In any way bui the Lime he moves
in; for the Dyawing His Sword aguinst his Mother Country seemy to
ms & moyt Heimonn offense, T did every thing whila he was with me to
wean him from this unhappy Bisss, but the Evemt too fully prov'd
1 eould oot prevail: ma jndeed T show’d my bad Buccess where T was
much wmore desply interested then with him,

When I reciv'd yours of february Dear Mudam; I was just returnd
Home after & journey st & very inchapeat Seanon of the year; 1 went
to Elizabethton point to take leave of M* Fergusson; who Embarked
for Boston immediately sfter His Interview with me: and I am yet
ignorant of him Arrival; ¥ was abeent from home @ weeks which was
donbla the period of time I have ever been absent from this Bpot Biwes
the Death of my dear Father; so totally Downesticated Have I besn
tince my Marriuge; out of the Beren years that I have been married
my Hugband hes lived hut two years snd & few months with me; and in
that period Six times has he Cross’d the Ailantic Ocean and in now
on Earth without Home or Habitation: so much has this Coming of the
British done for Him: As for me I heve no right to Complain of them;
because from first to tast, I have Bineerely boen their Ensmy as far s
Christianity will sdmit of Evmity. It in a0 long since I wrole to you
and the Reading your Eplatle seems to have drawn forth all my tender
fealings, that I know not when or where to Stop: Omn perusal] what I
have wrote I seem to have forgot, the Buls I laid down to myself, Namly



