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PREFACL

Tnis volume is not & disry, nor is it a book of
travel. It i3 cortainly very mmeh of the nature of
both. Yot it is not cxactly either; for it eschews
the incvitable cgotism of the ome, and the inhcrent,
and often dry and enfeebling, details of the other.

Indecd, the werk iz just what it says it 13,—a
gerics of plimpses,—of plimpses caupht, not with the
eyes of others, nor through the too often olfuscating
media of other people’s Incubrations, but caught with
our own eyes, and reproduced with as much exact-
ness as scenes and events transferred with fidelity to
writing uaually have.

Should any one ask why the book has been
written, our anewer iz ready, Some books have been
written to inform, some to amuse, and some to
edify ; but this has been written to accomplish all
three.  With what euceess, our readers will judge.

Doxpalw, 1876,
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CHADPTER I
T THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ATLANTIC

Wuar o beautiful mornime!—so etill, so genial, and
withal so cheerful with the song of birds, and with
the clear yot mellow radiance of an early antumn
sun, Yoo we confess to a feeling of sadness; for,
with a thoughtful sensge of the changeful and uneer-
tain nature of all things worlal, we are leaving
friends, and home, and nalive laud.

The morning meal, quickly despaiched, iz followed
by a hasty adicu to those we love, and soon affer six
o'elock we are sithing in a train that sleams swiftly
and smoothly ’twizt green and yellow fields, and by
quict farmsteads, whose drowsy immnales are scarcely
vet astiv, Tut a3 we proceed, the day chauges, giving
ug ¢londs and murky miste, and pattering rain metead
of sunghine: and ad 10 am., amid falling showers,
and streaming and muddy strects, we find ourselves
in the old and fav-famed eity of Cork,

A few hours after we are on oor way to Queens-
town, where we arrive at 5 pom. Soon our loggage
18 safely stowed away in the office of the steamship
company, and ourselves in the Queen’s Hotel ; and,
having supped with an old acquaintance, who, in
glowing words, has told uws mueh of America, its
cities, its people, and its social customs, we retire
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