THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION,
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO THE EVIDENCE UPON
WHICH IT IS FOUNDED



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649204878

The theory of evolution, with special reference to the evidence upon which it is founded by
William Berryman Scott

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WILLIAM BERRYMAN SCOTT

THE THEORY OF EVOLUTION,
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE
TO THE EVIDENCE UPON
WHICH IT IS FOUNDED

ﬁTrieste






Kicpagp Westeroug LecTrrEs oF THE WaoweEn PR [xsmimure
oF Borzsee, PHILATEL LA,

TIIE TIIEORY OF EVOLUTION



2R

=t

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
EEW TORE - MOSTON . COICAGO - DALTAS
ATLAMIA + BAN FRANCIZON

BACMILLAN & 0O, Liumen
LONDOHE = DOMDAT + CALCUTTA
L

THE MACKMILEAN CO OF CANADA, Lm,
TEENTY



THE
THEORY OF EVOLUTION

WITH SPECTAL REFERENCE TO THE EVIDENCE
UFON WHICH IT IS FOUNDED

BY
WILLIAM BERRYMAN SCOTT

L. {lrmr.llmj' EO,. DED (MAAvARD & llI.!'ﬂl.Ll.l::l, LL v
{t!'mm'nm'r oF mmvﬂna.:l, ALATR FROAFERSGE 08
GEDEMGT & PALEONTOLOGY IN FEDICETON TINITYIEEITT

HNew Pork
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
1921

AIT wighis Fererend

S2510



Cosrnzcar, 1017
Hr THE MACMILLAN COMTANY
Hl ug sl mlsctrdyped,  Pabiebed Febowary, 1957,



PREFACL

A new book on evolulion, which can lay little
claim to novelty of fact or treatment, certainly
demonds an explanation, if not an spology. My
choice of subjeet for the Westhrook lectures of 1914
was determined by the very general misapprehension
in Lhe public mind coneerning the present stalus of
the mmlui‘.i:mar:r l.fpmr}r HITOE When of acience, 1t
is widely believed that the theory is an ocutworn
deviee, which valuralizle are beginning lo discard
and that soon it will bave & morely historical in-
terest. This misunderstanding, for such it is, has
arizen fromn the debates among zoologists and botan-
ists a5 to the manner in which evolution has sctuslly
occurred and the efficient causes which have brought
it abonl, and, further, from the ambiguons way in
which the term " Darwinism”™ is often employed.
Frequently, Lhe term is made & synonym of evalu-
Lion, but it ought properdy to be reslricted Lo Dar-
win's explanation of evolution by natural selection.

It seemed that a useful service might be rendered
by making an outline review of the evidence upon
which the doctrine of evolution ia [ounded, [or Lhe
nature and scope of this evidence are but little under-
stood by the edueated, though noo-scientific pub-
lic, The interest displeyed in these topics by the
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audiences at the Wagner Institule encourages me
Lo hope that a larger and more widely dispersed
audience may share the same interest. The annoy-
ing barrier of technical language has been evaded
s0 far as possible, but the lack of suitable vernacular
terms is such that it is pol practicable lo escape
techmicalitios altogether, The effort to use ordimacy
speech and the want of numerous illustrations have
caused a certain prolizily of deseriplion, which s
regrettable, but less so, perhaps, than the alternative
of ohacurity.

My cxperience with graduste students of biology
Lias shown me that usually their trainiog has so0 com-
pletely taken for granted the truth of the evolu-
tionary doctrine, that they have bt a2 yugue con-
ception of the testimony by which that doctrine
is supported. This book may be useful in dirceling
their atlention to the character of the evidence and,
though, of course, the meagre sketch contained in
these lectures is entircly inadequate in itself, it does
pIEr‘lfIﬂl‘: an putline which students can I:uﬂilj.’ fill im
[rom their own reading.

In the winter of 1510-11 an admirable series of
popular lectures by several men of high distinelion
was delivered in the Natural Science Society of
Mumich, as a tribule to the centennial of Charles
Darwin’s birth. These lectures were published in
1811 by G. Vischer of Jena with the title Die Abstam-
mungslehre. To this most excellent compendium
of the evidences of evolution T wm under great ob-
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ligations and 1 wish that it might soon he translated
into Englizh. I take pleasure also in expressing my
thanks to my colleagues, Professors Conklin and
Smyth and Dr. Mayer for valuable suggestions in
the difficulties of treatment and to Dr. W. J. Sinclair
for his care in making the figures,

W.B. 5
Prrngeios, W, 1, Deamber, 1818,



