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Introduction

T

THE LIFE AND FABLES OF .ESOP.

In the days of Creesus, King of Lydia, when Amasis was
Pharaoh of Egypt, and Peisistratus lorded it over the
Athenians—hetween five and six hundrved vears before the
Christian era—lived .Esorvs, no inapt representative of
the great social and intellectual movement of the age which

he adorned.

Born a slave, with no outward eireumstances of fortune
to recommend him to the notice of the great, he forced
his way by his mother-wit into the courts of prinees, and
laid the foundation of a fame, more universal, and perhaps
more lasting in its influence, than that of all the Seven Wise

Men of Greece, his worthy cotemporaries.

Up to this time, whatever wisdom from without had gnided
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the eomnecils of princes, had been derived from the tradi-
tionary lore of courts, or from the verses of hards, hallowed
by time, or impromptued for the occasion. Writing was as
yet only known in the inscription on the public marble, or
on the private tablet. Religion and History were handed down
from mouth to month, and, the better to be remembered, were
committed to metre. With the sixth century before Christ
commenees the era of Written Classic Literature. The great
convulsion of the Easternn nations, and the first direet and
sustained intercourse of the Oriental with the Greeian mind,
tended to eall forth all the latent energics of either people.
New combinations of governments, and strange commixtures
of races, required new systems of polities, and more stringent
and definite laws.  Ilence this is the age of Wise Men and
of Prose. Even wealthy Cracsus discovered that knowledge
was power, and assembled around him from every nation all

who had gained a reputation for superior wisdom,

The flights of imagination began to give way to the serious
business of life. 1t was an age of grave talkers, and inquisi-
tive travellers,—of gathering the works of the great Pocts to
preserve the wisdom of antigquity, and of collecting tacts for
the use of the new order of things., Distinctions of birth
and country were less heeded, and Wit was listened to even

from the lips of a foreign slave. Tt was even able to eman-
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cipate itself, not only from the bondage of custom, but from
actnal bodily slavery, and Alsop came to the court of Craesus,
from his old master Indmon, o free man—working his way to
fame by a more honourable road thau that of his fellow-
servant “ Rhodopis the Fair,” the celebrity of whose beauty
and wealth at such a time, tells 10 a word Low she had
abused the one, and acquired the other.” _Esop’s fame had
probably preceded Lim, but less as a Sage than as a Wit,
He seems a stepping-stoune between the poetry which had
wone before, and the prose that followed, making the polities
and morals of the day his study, but clothing his lectures iu
the garb of Imagination and Faney.  There is no donlt that
he quickly grew in favour with Craesus by the wode in whieh
he imparted lus kuowledge.  While Solon held the school-
master’s rod over the philosoplical monarch, “Esop couneiliated
alike s will and his reason by timely drollery and subtlely-
conveyed adviee” To this freedom from avowed dictation,
was added a little well-divected fiattery.  Te knew, that to
be tolerated in courts, he must speak to please, or not speak
at all;* and when all the Seven Sages had given judgment,

the Phrygian was somctimes set down as the hest man of
them all.!

! Herod. 11. 154,135, * Daigwr év owovif.—Agathiee Epior. ap. Brunk,
Fods frarra § ds #Birra.—Plutar, vit, Sol, po 84,
U wdiddow & @pbg. Suid, in voe,—Apostobins Cent, X1 adaz.




