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INTRODUCTION.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Trosspay, Fes 24, 1631,
M= 11-’5:'111“:.[.!:3, from the Committee on Agriculture,
who were instucted to consider the expediency of en-
couraging the growth of the Mrieeary Thaer, and
the Culture of SiLg, made the following

REPORT.

The Committee have examined the sohject attemtively,
and find it to bo of moch greater impartance than was at first
supposed, They are surprised to find how grest a field is
here open, and how Jong it has beenr neglected ; they are
satisfied beyond a doubt, that we haye the power to prodoce
end manufacture Bilk in this Commonweelth to an immense
extent, and that no difficolty iv tabe enconntered sither from
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ir ' INTRODUGTION.

The mtions of Burope are generally engaged in the cal-
tura and manufacture of silk. France, more than any other
nation, derives her power and resources mainiy from thia
branch of her industry; her example has induced England,
Holland, Germany, Prussia and Bweden to engage with zeal
in the eame pursnit.

The culture of silk i important in relation to the amount of
gilk imported and consumed in this country, which exceeds -
geven millions of dollers, while the amount of bread stoff
exported is on the average lees than six millions of doilues !
Facta like these need no comment; yet it is proper that we
should benr in mind, that the vast swms thua expended for
gilk in its various formas, are paid indirectly to enrich the
Apgriculture " and Manofactoee of other patiohs, the raw
material of which mey be prodnced bere with 23 much cer-
tuinty as cotton or any other stapls product, _

The article of silk bas already been produced by a fow of
our citizens in small quartities, of a quality net inferior to the
best imported.  Jonathan H. Cobb, Esg. of Dedham, has com-
menced the cultore of silk with snccess, and has introduced
gome valuable improvomenta, -:upeniu]]y in the art of recling
from the cocoonm, end itis due to that gentleman, that the
Committes should pemark, thut itis from practical information
communicated by him, that they have derired some important
fecta in relation to this subject.

The state of society in this Commoenwealth is well adapt-
ed to promote the successiul culture of silk : itis an em-
ployment, in which females and children may be honorably
and profitably engaged ; with the exception of planting the
l{:.ﬂhcnjr treg, the whole lubor may be performed by that
class of the community. The Committee feel warranted in



INTRODUTCTION. ¥

saying that so soon as the erticle can be produced, a good
home market will be found ot sirch prices a8 to afford a profit
on the expense nnd labor bestowed upon it The White
Mulberry tree is easily cultivated, does not require the best
ecil, serves n valuable purpose for hedges, and is highly
‘ornamental.

The Committes are satisfied that Nitle capital iz required to
commence the oulturs of &ilk, except that capital which con-
gista in kmowledge. It is 1nroRMaTION Which is the foonds-
tion of Agriculiure, as well as other urte. Nothing is 5o well
caleulated to call the atiention of the poblic to this subject aa
informadion respecting ita value, and the means by which
our citizens may avail themselves of the advanteges which

© are eonnectad with it ; for the purpose of diseeminating this
information the Committee have thought it their duty to report
the following resclution.
Which la respecifully submitted.
For the Committee, Avet. Waretsk, Chairmon.

[P

House of Represeniatives, Fob., 24, 1831

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be mqueutes:i
to causa to be compiled apd printed & concise Mamvarn, to
contain the best information respecting the growth of the
MuoLpErnT TREER, With suitable directons for the enlture of -
Sivx, — and that this manual be distributed in suitable num-
bers in the city of Boston, and to every townino the Common-
wealth. —That to definy the expense thus incorred, he be
euthorized to draw his warrant on the treuaurjr for & som not

exceeding six bondred dollars.
1*






PREFACE.

In preparing this Manual the author has been guided
by the personal experience which he has had for seve-
~ ral years in the culture of the Mulberry Tree and

rearing of Silk Worms in the State of Massachusetts.

In addition to the mstruction which hit own prac-
tical knowledge in the business has sugpested, be has
made use of the fllowing works, from some of which
he has made considerable extracts, whershe found the
instruction conveyed was such, as from the test of ex-
perience he coald recommend, viz, —The Manual
published under the authority of Congress; the two
first numbers of the Silk Cnlturist, by Dr Felix Pascalis,
of New York; Mr Wm. H. Vemmon's abndgment
of the large French work of M. de la Brousse ; Es-
says on American Silk by Measrs ['Homergue and
D Ponceau, of Philadelphia ; and a pamphlet published
by Gideon B. Smith, Esq. of Baltimore. The au-
thor tenders his thanks to several of the above-named
gentlemen for the liberty which they have permitted
him to take, as also for many personal communications



