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A PILGRIM'S PRAYER.

Grent me Thy gracs, Almighty God,

To tread the paths Thy sainta have trod,
Their labours and their love be mine,

Their heaven-born hope, their strength divine,

Halplees and faint if o'er I lis,

My Guardian and my Rock be migh;
Careless ift from Thy paths I ptray
0 Lord! recal me to the way,

Through scenes that emile or paths of gloom,
Btill lead me to Thy sssred home ;
There at the last from toil to rest
With Thes and Thine for ever bleat,
With all Thy people, © my God,
Who the same maze of lifs have trod,
And with that lov’d one who, through Thee,
Walks in Thine heaven-ward path with mel
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SERMON I.

Jorx 11 44—"JEeUs sATTH TSTO THEM, Loosm
HIM, AND LET HiM 60."”

Ir has pleased God to embody many of Hia
most precious promises in striking and memorable
facte. DBelief, in general, as we may be well
aware, has relation either to promise, or to fact;—
we believe a promise, aa likely to be fulfilled, or
we beliave a fact, as baving actually token place;
and we believe a person, ecither se making a
promise, or as narrating s fact. For the most
part our belief has reference omly to one class of
these objects ;—either to a promise, the fulfilment
of which is future, or to a fact, the ocourrence of
which is past. But our belief in the Gospel, that
B



2 LOQAE HIM, AND LET RIM GO.

operative and practical reception of divine truth
which we denominate faith, hasa reference at once
to promise and to fact. The Gospel, indeed, is
promise founded upon fact,—ome great compre.
hensive promise of God's favour and all needful
blessings, built upon that wonderful and well-
established fact,—the life, sufferings, resurrection,
and mscension of the incarnste Son of God: “in
him," that is in Christ, the promises of God “are
yes, and in him Amen, to the glory of God by
us.”’® The promises of God coneerning our welfare
and salvation meet, and centre, and have their
confirmation in that blessed Baviour, whose history
and work,—whose labours and sufferings, and
trivmph, are recorded in the Gospal. And ouwr
Christian faith has reforence to the Gospel in this
entireness and completences of its strneture. We
believe the facts which it records as having nctuaily
occurred; and we rely upon the promises it con-
tains as those which will certainly be fulfilled.
Nor do we separate these things from each other.
‘We receive the promises s founded on the facta.
The fact sheds light and ocertainty upon the

* § Cor. 1. 20,
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promise, and the promise gives dignity and
meaning to the faet.  What God hes eaid ia
rendered credible and certain by what God has
done; and what God hes done is rendered illus-
trious and important by what God has said. And,
for the soul of man to recognize and contemplate
the works which God has wrought in the dispen.
sation of the Gospel, and to believe and rely |
upon the promises which He has conveyed in the
message of the Gospel—this is to fulfil the duty,
—this i to enter npon the rest, and privilege,
and blessedness,—of Christian faith.

And this general charseter of faith attaches to
it, more or less, in ita various partienlars. There
are few faets recorded in the Gospel which have
not & bearing upon some particular promise; snd
there are few special promises which are mnob
confirmed, and, a8 it were, illuminated by some
eorresponding and appropriate facts, We believe,
for example, the resurrection of the dead. And
here our faith manifestly reste upon a promise
founded on a fact ;—the promise of God, connected
with and built upon the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus Christ. That great event we believe upon



