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The Town and The Trust

CHAPTER I

Wavrkesa, the picturesque Michigan lakeport of
twenty years ago, has spread out into s spruce mod-
ern city. Lake boats still make it with freight, and
Chicago excursion steamers advertize it as an ob-
Jjective point; but the railroads now carry the bulk
of traffic, both freight and passenger. Tall fac-
tories with taller chimmeys send their black pen-
nants of emoke over the huge white sand-dunes and
out across the glittering blue lake. These indus-
tries have brought money into the town, added
streets of cottages, filled the scheols to overflowing,
and peopled the new cement walks with hurrying
strangers.

The bobhing street-car with its team of rope-
tailed mules is gone. Ten years ago the trolley
came in to help increase the pace. And the new
churches, new high school, new city hall, new hos-
pital, new theater, new Federal building, new water-
works, new fire-engine, new policemen in new brass
buttons, new Camegie Iibrary in course of construc-
tion, all speak of progress, prosperity, education.

The old-time resident is lost in & sea of new faces
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when he takes his Saturday-night stroll about the
court-house square, with its brilliantly lighted
stores and winking colored signs. In summer he
finds band concerts in the city park, dances at the
boat club and golf club, yacht races, excursions on
the big lake, bathing, shady drives, excellent preach-
ing in the churches, followed in the afterncon by
clean-cut professional ball—no lack of recreation
after the week’s hurry and strain.

Waukesa has grown up normally and solidly. No
sudden boom, no overproduction with its certain re-
bound into poverty. It has not played suburb to a
monster city, so all its activities are well developed,
and the life of each citizen is fuller, more signifi-
cant both to himself and to the city than it could
be in a mere residence town,

The railroad, too, hae helped to maintain Wan-
kesa in its independence, by charging high rates on
passengers and low rates on freight; thus the fac-
tories and farmers ship material to market without
penalty, but spend their earnings in their home city
to the profit of Waukesa merchants, who in turn in-
vest in home enterprises. '

But the money to be made in interurban trolley
lines—which are fast opening up the country and
smoothing out the sharp distinction between coun-
trymen and citymen—is drawing capitalists to in-
vest, and the long isolation of Waukesa is seriously
threatened. For several months now & new com-
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pany has been lobbying the city council to secure
a franchise. The old trolley company whose cars
run past the city hall, will have to renew its grant
in October, and the new company proposes to take
over their plant, and run through the city on their
tracks, as well as operate the city traction system
st a good profit. So the smaller shopkeepers are
beginning to tremble for their trade when the
cheaper transportation over the trolley shall draw
their customers to other towns.

Columns of editorial wisdom, together with pages
of special articles, have appeared in the rival news-
papers. The Beacon, Postmaster King’s paper, has
lauded the new trolley company, and gravely sug-
gested giving & bonus to assist the struggling com-
pany to get upon its feet. On the other hand, John
Knox, in his Mickigan Post, has more than hinted
at Postmaster King’s motives in backing the new
company. Knox has insisted that the council com-
pel the trolley company to plant its posts on each
gide of the street, and not in the middle; to pave
the streets between tracks and a reasonable strip
each side; to maintain are lights at every street
crossing ; to pay a yearly rental for the use of the
streets ; and to submit their books for inspection as
a basis for readjusting a passenger-fare within rea-
son. This matter of control over the road ie all the
more important, says Knox, aince the local trolley
company will Jose their franchise in the fall, and



