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CHRISTIAN EVOLUTION;

R,
The Divine Prooess in Human Bedemption
By the Rev. JoHn COOPER,

Eprveoncm: MACNIVEN & WALLACE,

EXTRACTS FROM REYIEWS,

THE DAFLY TELEGR AFH,

"Ta pach & wask Mre Cooper addomess bimesll in bis work ' Christen
Evolution.! Tpen 8 aystem of induction fruly Baconian he collects and
artanges all his facts, and then seeks the pelaciples lvelved B thelr very
essence.  In the first chepter be grasps the graat fnath, that while heredizy
iz & principle in all Natore's opemticos, breaks in the contiooity evideocs
thems=tves in the development of liw. From this be rises by logical
analogy ti the statement of the prapesitian thet oepanaration 33 a beask in
the oeder of pinfai Tife, and that thyongh Atcnement or regenerntion sinfal
man iz aisedl to the loftdest prssible coodition of exotance, The sscond
chapter deals with Divine Action dlvect and indirecy with special applicstion
to the Chostian doctrioe of sin, which chapter with the micceeding ome= apon
* Reconciliation,” we sspecially welcotne a2 o conclusive answer §o Prin-
cipal Tullach's Hainl Lecturs upao this vital subjset. . « . Thestyle of
the wark i clear, forcible, and graphic, the thinking.is logical and profound,
amid the conclyalon arcvad at ix ame that will meet with the asent of every
eamest truch seskep.”

THE WORELD.
"The natove of the werk pravents wes from vevlewing foi bat we may

state that & perusal of it imppesses us with the conviction that itis a specimen
af singulary clear reasonlog conveyed in a locd English stvks,”

THE VICTORIAN REFIEW,

“His region of thooght is quite a3 clevaied ps that occopied by, for
sxample, Chalmarms ; and ln respect of the power ¢ sustained, bogical, original
thinking he is, in the opinion of the present writer at least, oot & whic
inferior ko the anthor of the celebrated *Asiopcoical IMsccurses” His
scheme of reasooed Christion Philorophy is certainly more complete thas
that which Chalmers has bequeathed to the woebd, 11 is a scheme which
brings all the main Christion facts and principles withio the limits, oot
merely of probability, bot of cercainuy,  Ir presents, moresver, the most
complete recoocilintion of Christlan thealogy with pure philosophy known

A




EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS—ooniinwed.

o the present woiter. . . . Henes his ssgument is unassailable by any
shafts of mecking unhelisl ar ptheiatic fidicule.  He finds that Christianicy
lies within the arder of the oniverss, 1a nocessary o the explaoation of the
universe’ia known to tan, and forme the only inelligent snd reasenable
explanation that can be given af the *mighty som of things.” His system
may ba expreased in the wards, ¢ The Philosophy of Chiirtianity”’ . . . 1t
is no needfial, nor would it be approptlate, to give fo this glacs & full ex-
planation of the system thess works contain, 1t will auffice to sy that it is
thargughly Christien and seundly erthodax, and peryaded by & gpirit of the
o8t sarnest Jove both to God abd man. Mo safer guids then Jobn Cooper
cauld any student in 1he Geld of Christian Phllosophy cheowe for hiensett."

THE FERALD.

! This portion of the wolooe presents meny great and impastact truths in
acondenead forml.  We give bwn weighty uiterances or specitiens of the
striking woy in which trutbs, the unfeldieg of which might fill a goodly
wolume, are bets et forth * The Tncamation was the Infinit= coming down
it the comditinms of humnnity, in ardet (o confroot all the regulss of the
creation of free agency.” ‘The principle of comguest in the sabation af
man 15 the pringiple of self-aacrifice i the Gedhead.”

" in the pocond section ol the welpme the subject discossed is * Thvipe
Actlon Direct and Indiresd, aod wvery cleardy the wyiter deais with the
difficalt question of the freedom of the human will. Ha defioes *will’ &
the movement of peraonabity, atef &dds, * Io the foite perzomallty it 15 the
wction of the mement: in the infinite permomality the action is etermal’
Thers Is moch in fhis seceion (hat is woerthy of thowghtial consideration.
We most heartfully agres with the diosing senuemes, *thas the selfwill of
thi gifher coming in between the will of Gol and its opeaticas, is the pobe
cagesz of evil in tha noiverse," "

. CHRISTIAN RECORD.

“"The hook ix peculinr in ope respect, thoogh satuested with Christisn
senziment : thweee I8 only’one guotatios satensibly mede fram sriptute, that,
wiz,, at the commencasent, £nd even im that case the refetence is not given-
We will oot harard an opinion as ta whether this Is oris nat as it ought to
be, We may safely say, howavat, (hat the book is 2 thoughtfol acd exmess
attemnpe b set foreh the canirml truthe of Cheikianity io a cational manner.
A good deal is mesumed throughout the book; bue this is accounted far by
the fact chat, ms themathar says ip his preface, the book is supplemeniary ko
what he has alraady weitten.  But apart from this thers is pothing assamed
il The book which we do not heartiby admit.”
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INTRODUCTION.
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DURING the last eighteen years, at intervals of
time, I have ventured to give to the world, in
a series of volumes, the result of much thought
and enquiry on some questions of grave and
undying interest, These questions bear intim-
ately on God’s plan of government and man's
position and destiny. [ bave a profound con-
viction that I have found in the self-sacrifice
of the Supreme and Uncreated One a2 key to
some at least of the grand mysteries which, as
yet, are but faintly revealed to the human in-
tellect. One of these mysteries has exercised,
often with a very agony of thought, some of the
keenest intellects of our age. I mean the
ultimate destiny of man-—not of a few men,
but of ¢// men. This question has been forcing
itself more and more on the attention of thinkers
in our day. I have looked at self-sacrifice as
bearing on the creative plans of God; and
when ] see the perfection that runs through
these plans, down even to the minutest creature
or object of which we can take cognisance, the
thought is awakened, is it possible that man,
the noblest of all Ged’s works in this mundane
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sphere, can in one solitary instance fail ulti-
mately and hopelessly in reaching the orjginal
divine ideal? I have looked at self-sacrifice as
bearing on the government of God, and as [ see
the plan of that government {in as far as it is
cognizable by the finite intellect), so far-reaching,
so all- embrm:mg, that there is nothing in the
universe, or in time, or in eternity, that can
possibly be left cutside its operations ; and as I
contemplate the modus of its working, mould-
ing all things " from harmony to harmony ” into
one complete whole, under a wisdom whose
grasp is wide as space and as lasting as time,
and a Power, moreover, which never has been
and never can be baffied ; the gquestion forces
itself upon me, is it possible that this Divine
order of government can fail to bring man—all
men—at some epoch yet in the future, into
perfect harmony and accord with its gloricus
Author! 1 haye looked at selfesacrifice as bear-
ing on the work of human redemption ; and as
I stand before the Cross, awed, melted, and
overwhelmed by the grandeur of its revealings;
and specially as I contemplate the expenditure
of pity, condescension, love, and agony of which
it is the exponent; the thought presses home
upon me, can it be possibie that a remedial
scheme involving such wealth of self-sacrifice
can centemplate anything short of the final
home-bringing to the Divine fold of every poor
wanderer ?
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And =o in like manner, when I look at this
grand idea as bearing on evolution in all the
plans and processes of the Supreme Intelligence,
on His past dealings with Nations, on the
prophetic teachings of His Messengers, on the
law of progress manifest alike in nature and in
grace, on the underlying principles of all moral
government, and on the capacities and possi-
bilities of man's own being, I am ever and
again brought face to face with the thought, can
it be that this brief span constitutes the whole
of its probation to a deathless nature.

I have subscribed to the “ Westminster Stan-
dards.” T must frankly admit, that according
to the belief of the Church generadly, these
Standards teach that death closes man's pro-
bationary career. But considerable latitude of
view is permitted, and [ think wisely, on
questions in these Standards which are regarded
as not essential to a genuine Christian faith.
To me this seems to be one of these questions
—of deep and awful interest [ grant—yet not
essential to & soul's salvation. 1 feel therefore
that I am at liberty to throw out some of my
thoughts upon it. I do not mean to speak
dogmatically as though the doctrine were estab-
lished beyond question. The light which I
think I have got, I give, and 1 am in search of
more. Hence these pages.

The suggestions here thrown out are pub-
lished with the hope that anxieties felt in



8 Tntroduction.

many hearts regarding the grave problems dis-
cussed may be set at rest, and that they may
help to arrest the withdrawal of not a few from
the communion of the Church.

The doctrine defended is not Universalism,
nor Annihilation, nor Conditional Immortality,
nor Purgatory; but a reasoned statement of
the probable future of those who pass out of
this life 'in an unconverted state. And it is
advanced with no purpose of undermining the
Standards of the Church, but with the intention
of removing certain doctrinal angularities of
the Confession of Faith, which mar its beauty,
impede its usefulness, and hinder its reception
by many who are anxious to remain in the
Church of their fathers. .

There is a strong necessity for the doctrines
of Grace being stripped of the human additions
which prevent their being clearly seen, correctly
understood, and cordially embraced. To the
defence and illustration of the grand truth of
“Grace reigning through rightecusness unto
eternal life” the following pages are con-
secrated,




