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DEDICATION,

TQ THE

Right Fonourable Lord Hotward of Glossop.

Dean Lorn Howarn,

Over singe there was the idea of asking
your Lordshin’s acceptance of this little book, there has been
in my mind a constantly deepening conviction that it could
not be more appropriately dedicated than to the scn of the
man who, noble in gouf as well ag hy birth, consecrated the
encrgica of hia life to the furtherance of the Church's interests.

The many good and great workes achieved by your vencrated
father in the service of religion have not been forgoteen; they
are stiil fresh in the memaries of the faithful of these countries
and of the colonics, and, I may add, of the faithful thronghouot
the warld, Few will fail to remember that his all-absorbing
idea, for a long perind of his most uvsefol life, was the
securing for poor Cathaolic boya and girls a thorough religious
education, the saving of our wails and strays from the danger
of perversion, and the extending of the multiform influence of
the Catholic Charch through the length and breadth of the
tand,

I am copgnizant of your Lordehip's praiseworthy desire to
regemble him in all this; and while I am aware that® yoo keep
entirely aloof from the politice of the day, T am aware at the
same Hme of your noble determination to walk in the path of
Christian zeal which he so gloriously traced out for you.
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You are the inheritor of his name and of his titles; and,
what is still more to be valued, you have inherited his strong,
lively, generous faith.

Under these circumstances, I deem it an hooour to be
permitted Lo eonnect the following pages with the [Mlustrious
name you hear,

Although the little work is acarcely worthy of your accept-
ance, vet I rejoice thal the privilege of being allowed to
dedicate it to you affords me the oceasion of marking my
respectfol regard for your Lordship personally, and of signa-
lizing mv appreciation of your father's memorable works in
behalf of the true Faith,

That privilege gives me more—{I grieve over the sad event
which forces me to pdd this)—iL gives me the opportunity of
expressing publicly my sincerest qympathy in your Lordship’s
recent heavy losg, and of placing on public record my very
deep respect far the memary of vour departed wife, whom Lo
knowr was to estecm and to revere,

With sentiments of the most heartfelt condolence I intend
this littTe volume t0 be * In Memoriam *—te be in memory of
her who has been taken feom us, but whose name will live
long fagrant with the odour of the many works of charity and
benevolence done by her during her brief bot froitful career.

It was your hand that led her to the altar of the true fasth;
throngh vour mmfluence she became an earnest and fervent
memhber of Holy Mother Church, and died happily in her
bozom.

May those who read what I here write, breathe a prayer for
the happy repose of the soul of one who has deserved prayers
B0 well

I have the haaour to be,
Dear Lorp HowarRD,
Your Lordship’s obedient and ebliged Servant,

JOHN MacLAUGHLIN.
FeasT oF Conris Cierisrr,
June g, 1857



ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE SUBJECT.

T R

IT is not without much misgiving that 1 offer
this little book io the public. I am gquite sen-
sible of its many defects ; and were it not that
many friends have strongly recommended its
publication, I should hardly have the courage to
let it appeir.

If my tiny effort, however, insignificant though
it be, have no other effect except that of inducing
some able and learned ecclesiastic to take up the
subject, and to deal with it fully and exhaustively,
I shall not deem the time | have given to it un-
profitably spent.

A portion of the boolk consists of a development
of sermons or lectures delivered—on occasions
separated by long intervals—on the points of
doctrine which are treated in several of the
chapters. The main part of it, however, was
written in what [ might term “snatches” between
missions ; and as those missions followed each
other in pretty clese succession, it was seldom
that I had more than a week or a fortnight of
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consecutive time {rarely even so much) to devote
to the work of writing,

I have not aimed at style: my chief object
has been to bring to the point at issue argu-
ments which might be found solid, clear, con-
clusive, and convincing.

To prevent it extending beyond the intended
limits, | have, in the Second Part, in which I
speak of the signs and tokens of truth, treated
only two of the Notes of the Church,—that is,
Unity and Universality. For a similar reason
I have not thought it advisable to bring out even
these two in all their bearings. 1 have intro-
duced emly those features or phases eof them
which are mecessary and sufficient to distinguish
the one true Church from the countless false ones,

The arguments put forward apply to Christians
of all denominations who believe in the inspira-
tion of the Scriptures, Some of them may reach
the position even of those who, while they do
not pretend to take the Bible for their guide,
nevertheless profess as much belief in a Divine
revelation of some kind as saves them from
the imputation of utter unbelief or extreme
Rationalism,

As the title indicates, my scope is to show
that all religions are not equally right, that one
only can be right, that all the rest must be wrong ;
and, having. done this, then to point out that one
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which afone is right among the multitudinous
claimants,

I cannot finish this Preface without expressing
my most grateful acknowledgments to several
illustrious personages and many kind and clever
friends who have shown a deep interest in this
tiny volume, ever since the intention of publish-
ing it was first mentioned.

What I have written I confidently believe to
be trustworthy, and in harmony with the con-
stant teaching of the holy Catholic Church ;
nevertheless, I humbly and unreservedly submit
everything contained in the book to the unerring
judgment of the same holy Church,

Lastly, while vindicating the truth of the
Catholic faith, and while disproving the claims
of its antagonists and rivals, I shrink from the
idea of saying anything in the tone of sarcasm,
or irony, or disrespect ; and I utterly disclaim
all intention of indulging in personalities of any
kind, even by the most distant allusions or
insinuations.

JOHN MacLAUGHLIN.

tt Oak STREET, ANDERSTOR, GLASGOW,
Feast of The Mosi Holy Trinify, Fure 5, 1887,



