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PREFACE.

WHEN Lhe late Siy Clement Le Neve Foster set hefore me
the project of prepaving a book on the subjeet of Peat, T did
not realise how guickly the industry would develop. But
the peat resonrees of the world ave 0 vast, and the conunereial
possibilities so great, that enginesrs and seientists, both at
home and abrowd, are giving close attention to the subjoct,
and o warm welcome was given to the publication of Peat ;
Its Use and Monufocture, under the joinl authorship of
the late Mr P. R, Bjtirling and wyself,

This present volume 1z desigmed as 4 companion to that
above mentioned, and presents this important industrial
question from a commercial point of view.

To appreciste the seriousness of the problem of utilising
the bog-lands, it is only necessary to realise the preat surface
covered by peat bogs on the Continent of Enrope alone.
This amonnts to 212,700 square miles. The survey of Tre-
land gives 2,858,150 acres of peat bogs, In Canada more
than 30,000000 acres of land are known Lo be peat bog, and
in the United States 20,000,000 acres. In Newloundland
two-thirds of ‘the surface of the eountry is said to consist
of peat bogs.

The various processes described in this book, evolved by
a long course of patient investigation and experience, and
the numerous applieations for patents, are evidences of
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vi PREFACE,

& new impetus to the subject. Gas engineers have lately
been pnying speeial attention, with most successful resnlts,
to the production of gas from peat and the recovery of the
valuable by-produets, in connection with central eleetric
lighting stations, and their efforts will doubtless go a long
way in assisting to solve the problem of the utilisation of
peat as a fuel. '

The tnsk of sifting and collating the great mass of dala
placed at my disposal Las been a heavy one, and I tender
my singere thanks to the fellowing friends and firms for
their encouragement and co-operation, viz. -—Martin Eken-
berg, I'h.D.;: Herman . Woltereck, PhI.; v Engenc
Hapnel (Canndian Department of Mmes); v Arthur
Heinemann ; A, B Lemnox, C.E,; Capt. H. Riall Saukey,
R.E (Ret.), MICE.; Erik Nystriim, ME. (Canpadian
Departinent of Mines); Crossley Bros, Ltd. ; Thos. Righy,
AMIME ; Candy Filter Co., Ltd. ; Sulphate of Ammonia
Co., Tid.; The Power-Gas Corporation, Ltd.; Uskside En-
mneering Works Co,, Lid. ; J. Stevens, MULM.E.; Oberbayer-
ische Kokswerk Fabrik, of Beuerberg: Controller of His
Majesty's  Stationery Office: Director of the Imperial
Institute ; Seerctary of the Department of Agrienlture and
Technieal Instruction for Treland; Seerctary of the Motor
Tnion of Great DBritain and Irveland ; the Canadian Office,
Londom ; United States Geological Swrvey, Washington ;
American Consular-Agent W, B. Murphy, Sorau, Germany ;
A. Heinen ; the Swedish Chamber of Commerce, London ;
and to the Editors of the varicus Journals quoted.

I desire also to express my appreciation of the eare
bestowed by the publishers in the production of the work,
and for their ready assistance in all questions regarding
the arrangement of text, ete

FREDERICK T. GISSING,
Chefoler 1908,
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