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TO OUR READERS.

A principal object in collecting the materials arranged in
this publication was to obtain information relative to our
native town, by an inspection of its publio records.

The interest created by their perusal determined us to ein-
body their contents, with an intention of poblishing the resnlt
of our researches, should that design be countenanced by a
subscription sufficiently large to justify the experiment.

At the adjourned annual moeting of the present year, the
question of publicstion was decided by a vote, granting one
eopy to cach tax-payer in town.®*

Every inhabitant will, in consequence, be enabled to peruse
8 aummary account of the eettlement and progress of their
now flourishing location, amidst whose formerly dense forests
their adventurous ancestors established their abodes, withont
the trouble of tracing particulars through the records one
hundred and nine yenrs.

To the inhabitanta of Dunbarion, for whose consideration
it is particnlarly intended, this Froduction is vespectifully in-
scribed by their often )

Obliged friend and
Moat obedient servant,

Tee AUTHOR.

* Vore of tae Tows, Vefed, That the selectmen appropriate & suffi-
cient sum of money to procure for each tax-payer in town & copy of the

History of Dunbarton, now being written by Caleb Etark.
A true copy—Attest : CasnLes Koipaln, Town-Clerk.

The foregaing is & copy of a vote passed March 17th, 1860, at & mesi-
ing of the inhabitants of Dunbarton.
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HISTORY OF DUNBARTON.

Taz incidents attending the settlement and onward pro-
gross of an inland agrienltural town, eannot be expected
to interest others than its residents, or the deseendants of
its: early proprietors, the * fovefathera of the hamlet,”
whose honored graves are loeated amidst the scopes of
their former toil,

Their indomitable resolution and life-endoring iu}mrs
cleared away the wild forests, and destroyed or expelled
their wilder occupants, the wily human savage, as also the
ferocious animals that prowled ot will amid their solitudes.
They preparved the pleasant fields and pastures now adorn-
ing our hill-sides and valleys, for the peacenble enjoyment
of their postority.

The fortunate possessors of this fair domain, whose ac-
quisition was attended by weither toil or danger, cannot
ton highly apipreciate the noble sacrifiecs and eheorfully
encountered perils of the stalwart ploncers whoe trapsmit-
ted to them so goodly an heritage, They were truly, in
the words of the Scottish bard,

# Typee of o race that shall the invadar scorm,
Ag rocks resiet the billows round their shore
Types of 4 race that shall o time nnhorn,
Their country leave nneonguerad, s of yore®

This loeation iz noticed in Haywood's New-England

Guazetteer as follows: .

“ Dusparroy, Merrniack o, Thiztown lies nine miles

south-west fmm Concord, and seven miles south-east from

a '



