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I PEDHATRE
THESE TRAKRSLATIONS
TO
MY WIFE ANLD CHILDEEN,

AT WHOSE INSTANCE THREY WIEEE MALDE.

Feanery, Bocking,
Septonifer 30, 1885,



o et e D Les eocies momk fvmes
Tt Reanpes ool vienbent Teront
Ce g Tla ponrmant de incs liveis
Et de mol, ca gn ‘= voodomd.”
—Mhpasine ded roed o dea Do



Pretatory Motice,

T baz beew said that in these days
we know too much abow! our
egrcat men. The "flerce light ©
that beats aroond the lives of
ment of genis exapgergtes and
often distorts every unimporlant

detail, cvery subsidiary [eature, so (hat we are

shown shreds and patches rather than any com-
prebensive or comprebensible unit, and a jargon of
discussion rises in place of a calm judgment 1t i3
as though some preat old picture were exposcd io

a glare so intense that anly s cracks and scores

wourld attract notice, while the design as a whole

wag lost. Victor Hugo, however, is not likely to
suffer, nor will our estimate of himn underzo much
change, from anything that other men may say




12 PREFATORY NOTICE.

about him. Partly from the fact that his personality
was of the least complex natare ; partly because
im his works, and especially 1n his poems, he
gave himeself so enlirely and unreservedly to the
world that they always remain his most faithiul
biography.

In a brief notice like the present, it will be more
uzeful to turn our attention to a few poiats in this
intimate connection between the poet and his
creations than to attempt to follnw step by step the
traces of the long life which began at Tesangom,
ool wrandice g X g la Réfeedfigie (Teh. 26,
r3o2), and ended in Paris, May 22, 1855 Lraces
insepacably interwoven with ncarly a century of
French history,

Victor Flugo was deeply inlluenced by the aed-
dents of his birth and parentage,  His father, a
Lerrainer of probably Feutonic origin, a good man
and excellent saldicr, who was among the first to
defend the Republic and the last to abandun the
Empire ; his mother, a Breton, daughter of on
armourer, by pame Trébuchet, a froe-thinker in
religion, but a strong royalist in polities : hete we
have the basis of Victor Hupo's first modes of
thought. It was the basis of something more vital ;
of that catholicity which enabled him to see pood
in the upholders of the most diverse rdyiwes; (o
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paint Lantenac® in that prose epic of the Revolution
“93." with a totach not less profoundly sympathetic
than that which drew the initiators of the New
[dea—

FiAAe enfin an sang qoont versé dans ma veing,
Mon prra vienx aoldat, o mere venddenns,”

When Victor was four or fve yeoars old, Major
Huogo was charged by Joseph Bonaparte to root
oot brigandaze from his new dominions, in per-
formance of which mrssion he captored the famons
Fra Dimvolo. Az a revard he was twade Covernor
of Avellino, and on receiving the appointment he
summoncd his wife and children to join him,  The
younygest, a thoughtfiol Idtle boy, with 2 sweet face,
was loo young to remember very much af thesc
travels 3 yot it is likely that the rays of the soulhern
sun burnl themselves into his brain and set their

=5 Poasibly you don't koow what s genfleman is," sayaihe
Murcquiz, " Well, bere [s ooe, s T Tk, “lis curiows;
gome vog who belbeves [o God, teadiflon, The femily, his
ancestors, The EIl‘tI‘r‘l]ﬂn: afl lds I’:'I.I'.'l:u:t':; in ['||'|-|-]i1.-_!.'F II_,I;'.'J.I.IL.'F'_
duty towards his prince, respact for the old lows, in virfae,
in justice.® Ihe wards are zpoken fo Lantenac’s vovalu-
VHonnry pephow, Gavwvain, Hogs's own [desl hero, whosa
pure elaracter foumd o efose vounferpart lo the one lofty
spirit of the Communs—HRogsel
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mark on his mental and physical development,
What 15 beyond doubt is that the later residence in
Spain, where General Huge followed King Jozeph
when his brother, much against his will, changed
the seat of his precarious royalty, left an impression
never to be cancelled en Victor Hugo's genius,
The walls of the Jesuit College to which, to their
sortow, his brother Eugéne and himself were
relegated six weeks afier their arovel at Madnd,
eotld not shut out the glow of Light and eclour, the
atmosphere yet more castern than southern, which
fater was so decply to affect one who had semcwhat
in common with Tlugo, thongh his gifts were
doomed o immaterity ! e young French paiater
who died a hero, Menri Respawll, Spain was to
Vigtor Hugo what Faly was to Gosthie—a distine-
thuen fraurht with significance. Ile carmed away
from his sojourn of hardly moere than a year much
hesides the name of Hemani—the Grst place where
he halted vn Spanrsh ground, and where firsi he
began to realise how the * unperturbable blue cky
of Spain ¥ needs for o bhalance the grave aspect of
her towns.

The affairs of the unstable monarchy became
move and more complicated, and carly in 1812,
Mme, Hugo teck Lugiéne and Vietor back to the
old convent of the Feuillantines which had been
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their home before they left Paris. The garden,
their childhaod’s fairvland, seemed to have grown
smaller in their absence, and it lost its charm when
they were set to turn gardeners and bring its wild-
ness into order.  Through life Victor only loved a
aarden where birds, flowers, and trees were left to
their own devices.

It was natural that his mother, not his father,
should give their firsl direction to the poet's
opinions. * The child thinks with the mother, the
man will think with the father,” General Hugo s
reported to have said. Thos the poeins wrillen in
hoyhood savour of an avdent Royalissn,  Then the
first strono influence he was conscious of, oatside
his home, that of Chateaubriand, (illed up the space
his mother had left vacant, and added altar to
throne. The (¢Aude de Chrdsfighisme may not scom
e Enplish readers a work calculated 1o altain the
end proposed by its author, the restoration of
Catholicism in France to the place held befora the
Eevolution ; but its extraordinary, if passing, imprint
oti what was then the youny peneration ef educated
Frenchmen, is not to be disputed. It was character-
istic of the time and country that rhetoric and
senliment succeeded where harder reasoning would
probably have failed.

Victor Hugo was borne away with the returning



