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PREFACE.

TaE passages of Bt. ﬂhf‘?uumm"hﬂiﬁng! which appear in the
following pages, are all transiated from the valuable Edition of
his Works in thirtean vohumes,folio, poblished by the Benedictine
Monks of Paris, between A.D. 1718, and A.D, 1738; in which
they may easily bo found, by the references given with each
extract. Buch a style of rendering has been adopted throughout,
aa appearad, with least deviation from the Hteral, best snited to
préserva the meaning of the original, and st the same tims to
giva the translation s suffoiently amooth and intelligible form
far tha English reades.

In making the selections, it bas been arranged that ench No.
should consist of & aingle portion, fakm whols, from the part of
the Works in which 1t ocours. In one case only, (No. XVL) two
such portions ecear, But for this role, s few passages, hers and
thers, in these extracts, might have been as wall omitted. It
was, however, thooght preferabla, even at the cost of retaining
& amadl portion of what was of & lesa judicious or instructive
character, t0 avold auy thing that might wear the appesrance
of supplying the extracts in a garhled condition,

It cannot but interest those who labour, at this day, inthe
face of many most uoressonabls, as well as unseriptural, objec-
tions and impediments, to promete the free circulation of God's
Holy Word, among all classes of persons, to find how very
anxicusly 0 eminent and highly osteomod 4 Father of the
Church, 8 Bt. Chrysostom, had his heart set on the same ob-
jeot,—how little sympathy be had with that apirit, which repre-
senta them as dangerous for any,—how repeatedly he urges the
ahsolute necessity of their use for all,—how earnestly he insists
on the statement, that whers tpuorance of them exists, there,
by all means, may we expect heresy to be found,—how strongiy
be recommends the constant perusal of them, by the ignorant,
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as well as the highly edocated,—by the private layman, as well
a3 by the studioes ecolspiastic,—at home in the cottagn, as well
a8 in the Clurch,—how great he reprosants the advantspes of
the study to be, what a consolatien in afliction, what a support
under the weight of oppressive cares ;—and, in fine, how simply
he disposes of some of those objeotions, whick people anxious
lo disconrage the stody have thought it worth their while to
repeat, even to our own day, apgainet the value of the froe and
unrastrained wae of the Holy Bible.

And besides the objections which are more directly met in
thase pages, there is ancthor speciens and somewhat ingenions
one, of more recent date, to which alao, by anticipation, he for-
nishes & reply, It has been often said, by men disparaging the
value of the Sacred Scripturea, ©If they be of spch ioportanes
to our eternal interests, how then could people be saved at all,
bafore printing was invented? How conld men possibly all
have Bibles inthe old times, when manuscripts were more costly
than gald and precious stopes?  Chrysostom gives us plainty
to undecstand that he thought far otherwise; that in his
opinion, if men were unsupplied, thay were to be blamed: and
that, had they a sufficient mterent in the objeet, all, even the
poorest, might, by a little exection, have been furnished with the
Bacred Word.—But it was oo wonder if, whan men ceased to
attach a due valee to the nontents of the Hible, copies becams
searce, and then, as a necsssary vonsequence, of costly price.

The writings of Bt Chryscstom, valoabls as they are, con-
tain many statements from which a judicious and well instructed
Christion will fesf obliged to witheld hiz assent. Ewven in the
portion of them contained in the following pages, some foatures
may parbaps be observed by such a one, less likely to commend
themselves to his favorable judgment, than the tendency and
wim of the sompitation as 8 whola—Hot whatever faults of such
a kind may be noticed in thess extracts, it is hoped that they
will bo regarded as of small consequence, compured with the
general dootrine malntalned in them thronghout, which s surely
* godly and wholesone', and no less, * neceswry for these times',
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LIFE OF P
£t, John Ehrpsostom,

ARCHDISHOP OF CONBTARTINOFLE, AND DOOTOR OF THEH
CHUECH. A.D. 407,

{ Abridped from Bubles's » Linee of the Sainfs retaining the werde of the
frigiaal.}

Tris incomparable doctor, on aceount of the fluency
and sweetness of ns eloquence, obtained soon after
his death, the sumame of Chryaostom, or Golden-
mouth, which we find given him by St. Ephrem of
Antioch, Theodoret, and Cassiodorus. But his ten-
der piety and undaunted courage and zeal in the
eause of virtue, are titles far more glorious, by which
he holds an eminent place among the greatest pas-
tors end saints of the Church. Abous the year 344,
Antioch, the capital city of the East, was, according
to F. Stilting, ennobled by his illustrious birth. He
had one elder sister, and was the only son and heir
of Secundus, Master of the Home, that 15, Chief
Commander of the imperial troops in Syria. His
mother, Anthuss, left » widow at twenty years of
age, continued such the remainder of her life, di-
viding her time between the care of her family and
B



