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PREFACE.

To M. Loti, the kindness of whose ganction to
gather illustrations of his writings has added an-
other charm to the pleasure of studyving them, my
most gratefnl thanks are expressed.

“Every abridgment of a good bhook is a foolish
abridgment,” saye Montaigne. And only those who
have attempted it, will recognize the difficulty in pre-
genfimg in one volume 4 serice of extracts to represent
the phazes of nineteen, or will understand the stroggle
of choice where every part is beautiful, yel one must
be taken and the other left. Every such series of
gelections, ton, is necessarily somewhat subjective,
Yot space-limitations counteract this by compelling
the gleaning of general examples rather than those
of too persunal predilectionz. In the case of M. Loti
geveral arrangements were possible. The personal
one, to inclnde passages bearing more directly npon
hie thounghta and feelings ; the topographical, deal-
ing with various lands; the purely descriplive,
whoze objection is absence of romantic interest, Tt
has seemned best to omit the passages of aclual love-
epizodes, a5 too long, and to follow a more varied and
chronological order, This will hoth represent the
actual literary development of M. Loti, and—hy the
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inelusion of many of his chapters—also exaetly follow
hie lack of plan, which, however, be it zaid, 18 one of
the atiractive gualities of his boolks.

The extracts have been taken in larger part from
the carlier and most famous workz. Some of the
lnter ones duplicate in general the earlier, while the
reccnt books of travel arve too much descriptive vovag-
ing or moral philosophizing to clozely suit the pur-
pose of the present series chosen.

Certuin mogt mild liberties have been taken : the
assimilation into continnity of a few detached pos-
sages apan the same themo ; the rave substitntion of
& proper name for initial pronoun, Lo make clear the
personalily invelved ; the cccasional suppression of
some deseriptive attributes, better excised for sche-
lastic purposcs, Nome suggestions in the titles of
selections aro explained m the *° Contents.™

The annotations upon M. Loti are also necessarily
somewlat non-systematic and varied in character.
The text furnishes no historical nor literary allugions
and few personages for explanations.  The extraordi-
narily pure and simple style, and the predominanee of
deseriplion over dialogue, remove idiomatic analygis.
Like the sea described by the author, there are long,
quict stretches of writing that require no cominent,
while the elementury grammar they involve iz a pre-
supposed nequisition of the student. On the other
hand, few save the experienced can realize the time,
the patience, the correspondence, and the difficulty,
—utterly incommensurate with the results in zeem-
ingly simple statements,—involved in the notes upon
the exotie expressions, the meanings of namos, and
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even the geographical definitions which will be found
in the notes. If M. Loti had stopped at the phrase
good-nataredly rallied by M. Brunetidre and which
includes the annotative tervors of cholo, semacuéca,
and diguhela, well, DBut he did not. And so Ja-
panese, Tahitian, and Yolofl, and still others, have
mude this editing of more than average difficulty,
M. Loti himself, howover, comes to the rescuc at
times. Wherever possible, his own words and hril-
liant descriptions have been incorporated into the
notez which, aparl from needed elucidatione, can at
least typily, if not develop more than in outline, the
desivable possibilitiez of expansive teaching., These
solections may perhaps reveal the marvellons power
. and beasnly of their author’s work, and may stimn-
Late a fuller reading of it, and Lelp to an idea of the
fair flowers and tall lrees in that intellectual para-
dize—French Literature.
A. O, €.

SNEFFIELD SCIENTIFIC SCHGOL
OF Yary Universiry, Marcl, 1597,
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