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FOREWORD

HIS admirable little book having leng
been out of print and unobtainable,

is fess well known to those interested in the
study of its subject than it deserves to be, if
the testimony of the late Professor Freeman
is any criterion of its value. In his Norman
Conguest, Volume V, Appendix 85, he says:
“This work is the result of a very careful
study of Domesday Book. Had I known the
book before my eatlier Domesday Notes were
written I should have often referred to it.”
The cost of reprinting was prohibitive, but
thanks to the new photostatic process its
- reproduection in its present form became a
practical possibility, and I am now sble to
place copies in the Libraries of various learned
Societies, with the hope that it wilt be found
equally helpful to other students who (like
myself) are interested in the study of ocur
priceless and unique national record, “ Domes-
day Book.” In conelusion, I have to express
my thanks to the London Library for the
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ii FOREWORD

loan of their copy of the bock to enable it to
be reproduced, to Colonel J. W, Parker, F.5.A.,
to whom I am indebted for the information
that the book could be reproduced by this
process, and to Messrs. Perey Lund, Hum-
phreys & Company, Ltd., of London and
Bradford, for the sdmirable way in which
they have carried out the work of reproduc-
tion. In conclusion, I may add that copies
may be obtained at the eost price of ten shil-
lings {postape extra) on application.
HAROLD SANDS.
16 PorTLAND CoOURT,
GrraT FPOATLAND STREET,

LoNDoN, W.1.
July 30th, 1928,
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PREFACE.

This little work is an attewpt to give the
resulte of a careful pernsal of iie record called
Domesday, which — as an early description of
the very fields we cultivate — ought to be a
never - failing source of interest, and subject of
enquiry. A complete exmmination of the strue-
ture of that gloriens old menament would be
too great an usdertalting for an individual;
and yet, such an examination ought te be inade,
ae an inktroduetion to the eiudy of English Rural
Antiquities. -

We are assured that, by the help of Flota
and various ancient land -rolls, we might con-
struct o tolerably nccurate picture of an English
manor, as it existed in the fwelftli or thirteenth
century%. The systom of agrienltural monage-

* Bi nong n'avionz craint de prolongur vette excursion
bhove de notre provinoe, mous pussions pn, & 'uide da
ln Fleta ¢ de plusieura anyiens terriers, reconstitoer un
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meut iz described in Fleta’s treatise on adminis-
trotion, and materisls of the other Kind are
abundant. Boldon Baok is a land-roll of the
Bishopric of Durham for the year 1183, Abont
= hundred years afterwards the Bishop of Ely
canzed some minute surveyr to be taken: a
portion of them wilt be found in the Appendix
to Clutterbuek’s Hertfordshire. There are nu-
merons interesting details of church lands in
the Monasticon. Then we have unpublished
Extents, or surveya, Deeds and Charters, ln-
quisitions after death &, There are vast stores
of more recent docninents of the same claza
private hands, and among the public records.
They will complete a seriea which begins with
Domesday, or with an Anglo-Saxon boundary
certifieate, and ends with the census of '51 —
the tithe scconntsa— and the fortheoming collec-
tions of Agricaliural Statistica.

tablean maser eomplet du maneir suglais ao XTI #f au
AT wikcle. L lectonr alit €44 surpris de la perfection
qu'avait don lors alteinte en Angleierre I"exploitation des
champs. Il y &0t sdmind 1a régularitd qui présidait &

Etoden par 1a Conditivn de in Classe Agricole . . . en
Normandle anmoyen age; par M. Léopold Delisle. (256.)
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In comparing an existing townoship with the
account of it in Domesday, we muat, in the
first place, endeavour to ascertain the area of
the manorial disiriet which King William's com-
miggioners undertook te survey. [t must not
be confounded with the limits of the modern
parish. The bounds of a manor and of a parish
do not always exactly coiocide. Fhe manor is
more extensive than the parish; or the parish
contains more than one manor. If an Angle-
Saxon deseription of the awcient boundaries
should exist, it will be & document of the highest
value. We may presume that the portion of
our township which iz now coverl was coverd
eipht hundred yeare ago. The neves of wood-
land are often set down in Domcaday; or the
extent of woadland js given in leagues and Fur-
longs, which ¢an be reduced 1o acres easily.
The quantity of meadow is likewien entered
in Domosday; or we are told that there is
“Meadow enough for the plonghs”, meaning —
a6 explained in our third chapior — that there
are abont cight nores of meadow for every
plough, or onc acre for every working ox. (Ses
pp- 52 53). Now and then, there is a soparate
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account of pasture; but, coimnonly, all that is
neither wood nor meadow is called arable land,
divided into yardlande and plonghlands. Allow-
ance should be made for the spacc occupied
by the manor-house and other buildings and
homestends. If the manor-homee has been
destroyed the site of it will be remcmbered:
and, in s few cases, we might recopnize the
old line of bowndary between the lord’s de.
mespe and the tensntry - part of the menor.
As an example, let ua tako the acconnt, given
in Domeeday, of Cranwell, which ja near Slea-
ford, in Lincelnshire (. I 355). There wera
at Cranwell, in the timo of the Conqueror,
twenty onc sochemen, or superior tenants, with
nine plooghlands. The lord had one plough,
that je & team of eight oxen. There were
seven bondsmen — two villeins and five bor-
dars — with eight plonghs, or sixty four dravght
oxen. There wore twenty nine acres of mea-
dow. The arable land waa twenty two furlongs
long and weven and a half broad: the pasture,
ten furlongs long and seven and a half broad.
As overy square furlong conlains fen acres,
an srea 22 furlonga by T4 must contain 1650



