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I. The Creation of the World,

You will notice that our Bible is divided into two parts,
called the Old Testament and the MNew Testament, The
New Testament tells us about the life of Jesus and how his
disciples spread his teachings. The Old Testament relates the
history of the Jewish people, and what they thought ahout
God before the time of Jesus. It begins with legends and
traditions of the earliest heroes of the Hebrew race.

All pations whose history runs back for many centuries have
such legends of their early days and delight to tell them, For
instance, the Greeks had legends of Hector, of Achilles, of
Hercules; the Romans, legends of Romulus and Remus, and
of Horatius, “who kept the bridge”; and England has its
legends of King Arthur and his Knights of the Round Table.

We cannot be sure that legends tell us truly and exactly what
happened, because the facts were not written down at the time
they occurred, and, in being told by fathers to their children
for many generations, the stories would graduailly be much
changed; but they are of great value and interest to us be-
cause they do tell us how people lived in those early days, and
what they thought about God and their duty to Him and to
one another,

The Value of Bible Study.

The traditions of the Hebrew people mean more to us than
those of any other race, because it {s from this people that we
have inherited our best thoughts of Ged. The story of the
Hebrew religion is the story of our own religion. We shall
find, as we study it, that in the earliest times people had strange
ideas of the character of God, and they thought He did things
and told them to do things which we now know He would not
do. Then we shall see how, through the teachings of their
prophets, the people of the Bible came to have higher and
nobler and truer ideas, till at last Jesus, the greatest of all
Hebrews and the most exalted teacher of any race or time,
gave to us the high, noble, pure thought of Ged and life and
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duty that all Christian nations held to-day. As a child, Jesus
studied and loved these stories of his nation's early heroes, and
from them gained much of his wonderful moral strength.

So our religion has grown as a plant grows. Scme one has
said that the Hebrew religion was the strong, vigorous plant,
and Christianity the beautiful flower.

Another reason why we should be familiar with the Bible
men and women is that all literature is full of references to
them, and we must know about these people ourselves in order
to understand these allusions. A knowledge of the Bible is as
necessary to a good education as a knowledge of American
history or English literature, The men and women of the
Bible are, for the most part, of fine, noble character, much
like men and women to-day.

How the Bible Grew.

For long years before the stories of them were written they
were told by fathers to their children down through many
generations. Then they were put into writing. Many persons
had a part in the writing before they reached their present
form. Let us trace briefly the stages through which they passed.

Firsi. Some time after the reign of King Sclomon, many
years after the events occurred, some man or group of men
wrote out all these stories, which had only been told by word of
mouth before. Scholars call this collection of stories the J
collection, because the writer called God by the Hebrew word
Yahweh or Jahveh., In our Bible it is translated Jehovak in
the Revised Version and usually Lord in the King James Ver-
sion.

Second. Another writer, living in another part of the king-
dom, a few years later also put into writing the stories as his
people used to tell them. His collection is called the E collec-
tion, because he called God by the Hebrew word Elokim,
which in ovr Bible is translated God.

Third. Some years later these two collections were put to-
gether, the stories being fitted together as if written by one per-
son. This explains why vou will sometimes find both names
used in the same story..
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Fourth. In later years other writers wrote up the history of
the nation, using some of the material of this early book, and
made collections of their laws and peetry and genealogies.
The chief of these writers is called P, because there is good
reason for supposing he was a priest,

Fifth. Only a short time before the birth of Jesus all the
different collections were rewritten and fitted in together, to
form the account as we now have it in our Old Testament,
This explains why we sometimes find two or three different
accounts of the same event, and why these accounts do not
always agree. The compilers (those who joined the different
writings together) put in both the J and E stories, and some-
times the P story also.

Until quite recent years, people believed one person, Moses,
wrote all the first five books of the Bible, and they found it
impossible to explain the differences just mentioned. But
with this later knowledge which men have gained through
years of study it is very simple and clear.

The Story of Creation.

Turn to the first book in the Bible. What s it called?
The word Gemesis means origin or beginning, and it tells us of
the ideas these early people had of the beginning of many
things,—of man, of languages, and naturally, first of all, of the
world itself,

The story of creation as told in the first chapter of Genesis
is one of the most beautiful passages in the Old Testament,
The writer tells us that God made the earth and planets, and
all things that inhabit the earth, in six days, and rested on the
seventh day. Read the account of the first day in Genesis
1: 1-3, the second day in verses 6-8. In the writer's day it
was believed that the earth was flat like a disk, with the ocean
washing it on all sides, and that the sky was a great dome
stretched overhead, with the sun, moon, and stars moving
about on its inner surface. Above the dome was more water
which God let down in the form of rain through windows in
the dome.

What was made the third day? Genesis 1: 9-13. The



