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NOTE

Troven the chapters composing this book have been in
every case the subject of careful consultation between the
writers concerned, and are in a real sense the fruit of their
collaboration, the authors do not claim that their outlook
15 identical in every detail, and responsibility for statements
made and views put forward in each chapter rests with the
contributor of that chapter alone.
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INTRODUCTION

Tuis volume consists of essays written by a group of men
who hold certain principles in commaon, and who have col-
laborated * so as to give their essays a certain manifest
continuity and unity of idea and aim, I shall perhaps best
serve the purpose of this introduction if I endeavour to
enumerate and describe these principles, which they held
in commeon, and some consequent conclusions.

1, They are all Socialists * in a general sense, that is to
say, they are all at one in believing that no stable or healthy
industrizl or social fabric can be built upon the principle
of Individualism, or is consistent with the assertion of an
almost unrestricted Right of Private Property. Accordingly,
they hold that our present industrial society rests upon a
rotten foundation; and that what is needed to remedy the
manifest “‘ sickness " of our * Acquisitive Society,” is some-
thing much mare than particular social reforms. There is
needed the substitution of a true idea or principle of Society
—that is of Sccialism in some sense—for the false. What
they ask for is such a peaceful and gradual revolution as
can only come about if men's minds come to be so fully
possessed with a cerfain set of ideas, which are now in the

t Perhaps I ought to say that the Fifth Essay (Dr. Carlylo's) has
been contributed, so to spealk, from ootside, and that he should not
be reckoned as belonging to the group,

* Dr. Carpenter peefers to be called a ' Co-operaticnist,” while
some of the other contribulors might chieose to describe themselves as

“ Distribulionists.”" None would accepl the descriplion ' Socialist ™
save in its most genoral semse,
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air, as that they shall gain compelling or driving power in
practical affairs.

2. But as a basis for social reconstruction they entirely
repudiate the Marxian materialism, or the doctrine of the
inevitable Class War and wvictory of the proletariat. Human
affairs are not governed by mechanical laws and do not
move towards necessarily determined conclusions. These
writers would appeal to the freedom of the human spirit.
If there is no change of spirit among men, the class war might
proceed to revolution and te the victory of the proletariat,
but it would not really ameliorate the lot of men or give
them liberty. It would only substitute a bureaucratic
tyranny for a plutocratic : and a revolution leading to dis-
illusionments would bring reaction, Moreover, these writers
would repudiate the ideal of Communism and the older
ideal of State Socialism, as hoth of them tending to bureau-
cracy and tyranny, They demand a form and ideal of
society which shall secure for the individual his spiritual
liberty, and such rights of ' property for use ** as this liberty
and the maintenance of the family require.

3. They feel the weakness of the Labour Movement in
general, and in particular in Great Britain, owing to its lack
of dominant and pguiding principles, and its consequent
incoherence and endless tendency to internal faction and
division.

4, They see the root and ground of the ideas of justice
and brotherhood and the universal duty and joy of social
service only in the Christian doctrine of God, as it was pro-
claimed by the prophets of Israel and given its completion
and universality in Jesus Christ; and as it was entrusted
to the Church to constitute the basis of its mission. In
every element of this fundamental doctrine—of God, of
the Incarnation, of the Holy Spirit, of the ultimate victory
of Christ, of the life cternal—they see some strong guarantes,
which exists nowhere else, for the ideas and principles which
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real social recovery constantly postulates, Nor would they
be content with any presentation of religion as a mere system
of doctrine. They see the visibly organized Church with its
sacramental fellowship as belonging to the essence of the
religion of the Incarnation, This organized Church is the
Body of Christ. It is His organ and instrument for action
in the world, It is commissioned not only to proclaim a
truth but to live a social life. It exists not enly to teach men
the way, but to show it embodied before their eyes. Ina
word, these writers are both Christians and Catholics.

Thus (5) they do not share the corrent fear of dogma in
religion. I suppose they would admit that the dogmatic
spirit may become excessive and tyrannical, and that the
dogmatic authority needs the constant challenge of reason.
But they perceive both that Christianity is nothing if not
dogmatic—that is, that it rests essentially upon a message
proclaimed to be divine—and that every continuous human
society, if it is to maintain any moeral ideal, must rest upon
a dogmatic basis, that is fo say, it must be able to appeal
to a certain groundwork of principles which are taken for
pranted.

But (6), they do not disguise from themselves the de-
plorable failure of the Church to exhibit the reality of
brotherhood and to stand for its principles of justice and
love. If one locks back to the early centuries one sees,
indeed, brotherhood really taught and really lived. It was
this exhibition of brotherhood that won the reverence of the
world in spite of its prejudice against the Christians. And
through all the period of the Middle Ages, though it is in
vain to attempt to conceal from curselves the very dark
aspects of medieval practice, yet the Church held Europe
in some real recognition of a fellowship, at once supernatural
and super-national, to which all men and nations belonged
or should belong, and in which all men were bound to justice
and to the recognition of their spiritual equality before God.
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But since the Reformation broke up the visible unity of the
Chureh, and the spirit of individualism both in the churches
of the Reformation and in the Catholic church obscured the
doctrine of the Kingdom of God on earth, and made the
Church appear as little else than a piece of spiritual machinery
for saving the individual soul for another world, its social
function throughout Europe has been almost forgotten.
The fabric of Industrialism was built up in almost all European
counfries on a basis manifestly anti-Christian, almost without
remonstrance from the Church, Now the fabric of Indus-
trialism seems to be crumbling by its own inherent rotten-
ness, and the cry for reconstruction is heard in all directions,
but the principles on which alone reconstruction can be
based and the spiritual force of which alone it can be accom-
plished scem to be lacking, So it is that men of all kinds,
however inuch alienated from “ institotional religion,” are
looking, pathetically enough, towards the Church of Jesus
Christ, and asking, in very varied tones of voice, what it
can do for them in the Name of its Master : and meanwhile
there are signs that the Church is waking from a long sleep
and beginning to understand again what it means to pray
constantly " Thy Kingdom come on earth.”

I detect differences amongst these writers, but if T have
read the essays aright, 1 seem to see this body of common
principles and conclusions animating them all, and leading
them to make a double appeal, first to the Church to take
its principles seriously and to *‘discern the signs of the
times,"" and sccomily, to the democracy to consider whether
it be not true that there is no security for the principles to
which it is blindly appealing, and no real hope of social
salvation, save in the namec of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
the Son of God.

It is because the point of view of these writers, and the
principles on which their point of view is based, so urgently
need presentation to the bewildered world of to-day, and



