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CHURCH AND STATE IN EARLY MARYLAND.

The purpose of this monograph is to trace the relation of
Btate to Church in Maryland from the foundation of the
colony in 1634 down to the establishment of the Chureh of
England in 1692. The subject will be treated under the
following heads:

1. The Provisions of the Charter with regard to Religion.

2. The Period from the Founding of the Colony fo the
Agt of Toleration in 164%, Haere the object will be to trace
the development of religions freedom.

4. The Period from the Act of Toleration in 1649 to the
Protestant Revolution of 1689, During this period the
object will be to trace the history of the religious toleration
already established.

4. The Protestant Revolution and the Establishment of the
Church of England in 1692,

The subject will be exnmined under these fonr heads in
the order in which they are given above. At the end of
each will be stated our conclusions on that division. A brief
summary &t the close of the paper will give the conelusions
that we believe may be drawn from the whole inguiry.

L.—THE PROVISIONS OF THE CHARTER WITH REGARD TO
BEELIGION,

The following extracts give the parts that bear directly on
the question:

(@) * Whereas our well beloved and right trusty subject
Cleeliug Calverl, Baron of Baltimore, in our kingdom of Tre-
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land, son and heir of Gesrge Caleert, knight, lste Baron of
Baltimore, in our said kingdom of Ireland, treading in the
steps of his father, being animated with a landable and pious
zeal for extending the Christian religion, and also the terri-
tories of our empire, hath humbly besought leave of us, that
he may transport, by his own industry and expenge, 8 pumer-
ous eolony of the Fmglish vation, to a gertain region, herein-
after deseribed, in s country hitherto wnenltivated, in the
parts of America, and partly ocenpied by savages, having no
knowledge of the Divine Being, and that all that region, with
some certnin privileges and jorisdictions appertaining unto
the wholesome government and state of his colony and region
aforesaid, may by our royal highness be given, granted, and
confirmed unto him, and his heirs.  Kiow ye, therefore,” ete)

{b) “Also, we do grant, and likewise confirm unto the said
Baron of Baltimore, his heirs and assigns, all islands and
islets, &e.  And furthermore, the Patronages and Adevwaons
ofall churches which (with the increasing worship and religion
of Christ), within the said region, islands, islets and limits
aforesaid, hereafter shall happen to be built; together with
license and faculty of erecting and founding churches, chapels,
and places of worship, in convenient and suitable places,
within the premises, and of cansing the same to be dedieated
and consecrated nccording to the ecclesiastical laws of our
kingdom of Fngland.”

{e) “And if, peradventure, hereafter it may happen that
any doubts ‘or gquestions should arise coneerning the true
sense and meaning of any word, clanse, or sentence contained
in this our present charfer, we will charge and command
That interpretation to be applied always, and in all thinge,
and in all our courts and judicatories whatsoever, to obiain
which shall be judged to be the more beneficial, profitable,
and favorable to the aforesaid now Baron of Baltimore, his
heirs and assigns; provided always, that no interpretation

! These extracts are taken Irom the trunslation of the charter given ln
Scharf, L., p. 53 2eg.
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thereof be made, whereby God’s holy and true Christian
religion, or the alleginnee due to us our heirs and suceessors,
mway in any wise suffer by change, prejudice or diminution.”

The first extract is pluinly nothing more than a formal
introdueetion, sueh as frequently oceurs in the charters of the
time. As to the precise meaning of the second extract there
has beenr a wide difference of opinion. The geant of the
“ license and faculty " of erecting and consecrating churches
“ according to the ecclesiastical laws of onr kingdom of Eng-
lawd ¥ may imply

1. That churches must be thus and only thus erected and
consecrated,

2. That if churches be erected and conseerated it must he
socording to the ecolesinstical laws of England.

3. That if churches be erccted and conseerated it may be
aceording to the ecclesiastical laws of England.

The first interpretation would practically establish the
Church of England. The second wounld almost necessarily
prevent the establishment of any other church. The third
would grant permission for the establishment of the Church
of England, but would net exclude other churches from being
established.

The point of the fhird extract is in its last clause—"pro-
vided nlways, that no interpretation thereof be made, whereby
Grod’s holy and true Christisn religion, or the allegiance due
to us, our heirs and succcssors, may in any wise suffer by
change, prejudics or diminution,”

What is meant by * God’s holy and true Christian religion
(* Saero saneta dei et vera Christiana religio )? Does this
include all decent forms of Christianity? Or is the king,
being head of the Church of England, supposed to consider
it ag the “holy and true Christian religion,” and does he by
thie phrase in the charter refer only to the Church of Eng-
land ? Some light may be thrown on these extracts by other
charters of the time.

With the second extraet it is interesting to compare the
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charter of Avalon,! granted to Baltimore, April 7, 1623, and
the grant of New Albion,.? given to Plowden, June 21, 1634,
ATl these are very much alike, and each was probably mod-
eled on its predecessor. All three contain the clause granting
“the Patronages and Adrowsons of all churches which (with
the inereasing worship and religion of Christ), within the
sald regions, islands, islets snd lmits aforesaid, herveafter
shall happen to be bailt.” Dut only the Maryland charter
has the rest of the clanse concerning the dedication aceording
to the ecelesinstical laws of England. In 1624 Baltimore
Jjoined the Roman Catholic Church. Now, gince the charter
of Avalon, granted him befove that event, omits the dedica-
tion clause, the Maryland charter granted him when he was
a Catholic inserts it, and two years later Plowden’s charter,
closely resembling it in other respeets, omits this clause; it
therefore scems probable that the dlause was inserted as a
precaution of some sort against Roman Catholieizm, but its
effectiveness in this sense would vanish unless it excluded
dedieation and consecration other than by the laws of Eng-
land. Therefore we may eliminate, as probably not intended,
the third of the interpretations given above. And as the
first interpretation seems E»v:'.-‘.l.lcﬁlj. u legitimate construction of
the phraseology, the second is left as the probable meaning of
the clunse, namely, that if’ churches bhe erected and econse-
crated, it must be according to the eeclesiastieal lnws of
England,

With the third extracl we may compare :

1. A clanse in the letters patent granted by Queen Kliza-
beth to Siv Walter Raleigh in 1584: “So always as said
statutes, laws, and ordinances may be, 88 neere as con-
veniently may be, apreeable to the laws, statutes, govern-
ment, or pollicie of England, and also, so as they be not
against the Christian faith, nowe professed in the Church of

1Given in Seharl, I., 30,  (Coples in Latin and Buglish are in the Cal-
vert Papers. )
*Fiven in the [atin in Penn, Mag, of Hist, and Biog., Vol. V1L, &5,
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England, nor in any wise to withdraw any of the people of
those lands from the allegiance of us, our heirs,” ete.!

2. A clanse in the Instroctions for the Government of the
Colonies, given in 1606 : “and wee doe specially ordaine,
charge, and require, the said president and councells, and the
minizters of the zaid several colonies respectively, within their
several limits and precinets, that they, with all diligence,
care and respeet, doe provide, that the true word and service
of God and Christian faith be preached, planted, and used, not
only within every of the said several colonies, and plantations,
but alsoe as rouch as they may amongst the salvage people
which doe or shall adjoine unto them, or border upon them,
according to the doctrine, rights, and religion now professed
and established within onr realme of England,” ete?

3. A part of the Vieginia charter of 1609: “And lastly
because the principal effect which we can desire or expect of
this action, is the conversion and reduction of the people in
those parts unto the true worship of God and Christian
religion in whieh respect we should be loath, that any person
should be permitted to pass, that we suspected to effect the
snperstitions of Rome: we do hereby declare,” etef

4. A clause in the grant of Maine to Gorges, April 3,
1659 : *No interpretation being made of any word or sen-
tence whereby God’s holy and true Christian religion now
taught, professed and maintained the fundamental lawes of
this realm or our allegiance to us our heirs and successors
may suffer prejudice or diminueon.’

! @iven in Streater : Maryland 200 Years Apo.  Appendiz.

?@iven in Brown : The Geuesis of the United States. Vol L., 67-8,

Y3iven in Lmens: Charters of the Old English Colonies in America,
P 15,

% This is taken from Hazard, Vaol. 1., 455, [Ie has it * whereby God's
word, true Chrigtian religion,' ete. ; but a8 in his verglon of Plowden's
charter for New Albfon he translates the Latin  spero samets dei et
wera Christiana religio ' by ** the word of God rnd true Christian religion,"
I bave eoneluded that he is here translating the same Letin, and have
given it the ususl rendering.



