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PREFACE.

Wnex My, Lawrenee died, in 1855, a public meeting
of the eitivens of Boston was helid in Faneutl TTall, at
which Mre, Everett and Mr. Winthrop made addresses
and brietf memoirs were written, one by Mr. Prescott
at the request of the fumily, and one by My, Nathan
Appleton for the Massachuserts Historieal Society, 1t
was the expectation that these wouald be followed by a
more extended bivgraphy, for which ample material
extsted in the letters and papers left by Me. Tawrenece.
This work was postponed for various reasons, aml in 1872
the larger part of the papers aud corvespondence which
had been depended upon for the purpose was destroyved
i the great Boston fire,

I 1850 the New England Tlistovic Genealogieal Soctety
commenced the publication of the lives of its deceased
members, to be printed in a series of volumes at the cxpense
of the Towne Memorial Fund, and the writer prepared
a biographical sketch of My, Lawrence for the second
volume. He was confined of necessity,in his treatment
ol the subjeet, within narrow limits, and was able to
make uze of a portion only of the material whieh he had
brought together by an examination of the newspapers,
and rom other sources of mformation. 1t was suggested,
therefore, that he should rewrite and amplity what he
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had prepared for the Ilistorie Genealogical Society,  This
he has done, and Le pow presents n somewhat fuller
record of Mr. Lawrenee's life and carcer than has yet
appeared, with sueh of his wldresses and public letters
usoare extant, and as seem 1o be of permanent in-
terest,  Bome of the move important of his despatehes
while Minister to Fuogland will be found in the Appendix,
— towether with the Letters on the Tariff, addrvessed o
Mr. Bives, which have long heen out of print.

Tn 1822 Mr. Lawrence sat to Chester Harding for
his portrait. A eopy of this, by Moses Wight, was sent
to London in [830 to be engraved by Franeis [oll: and
from one of hiz proofs (the plate baving been destroyed)
mupressions have been taken by the heliofype process
for this Memoir,

The writer desives to make acknowledzment ol the
valnable aid which he has received from Mr. Abhott
Lawrenee. A warm interest i the progress of the
Memoir was also munilested by Abbott Lawrence, the
wrand=on, whose recent death i2 sineerelv mourned by
many fricnds outside his iinmediate civele, and of whom it
will be aliogather appropriate to make briel wention here.
Gradnating at Harvard College in 1875, e spent two
vears m the Lnw School at Cambridge. aud took his
LLB. in 1877, In August of the same vear he started
on @ journey round the world, from which he returned
in the summer of 1875 awd o yvear later he was adl-
witted to the bar.  Ile Kept a joeurnal of his travels in
Asin mwl the East, which he afterward carefully revised,
The result of his observation abroad was to deepen his
attachment for and appreciation of his own country, and
to strengihen his purpoze to serve it in every way within
his power. He joined the volinteer militia of the State,



