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PREFACE

THese little plays were written for acting, but
arranged for reading. Knowing how small an oppor-
tunity the professional stage in this country mves for
the serious one-act drama so commaon on the Continent,
they are modestly offered to those who see some dignity
in the form, and who realize that certam dreamatic
idess find their best vxpression in the conceotrated
cpisude. The growing demand, also, among readers
fur plays has encouraped the author to write these, and
their unexpected publication in the magazines has
prompted him to bring them together.

They make no pretense save to show character in
action, and, in several instances, to picture its different
reactions from the same stimulus. They are studies
in consequences and readjustments, bheing, in fact, a
further expression of some preceding situation. Each
play is, thercfore, the epitome of a larger drama which
15 suggested in the background.
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