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ADVERTISEMENT.

Iv making this abridgement, no change
has been made in the facts, as stated by the
original author, but often in the reflexions
and imferences from the facts, others have
been substitiuted in the place of those made
by Mr. Orme, and many of his have been
enticely omitted. When his language is
used to any extent, notice is given of it to
the reader, and marks of guotation prefixed;
but often in condensing the narrative his
words are Tetained without any particular
acknowledgment. |



LIFE OF JOIIN OWEN, D.D.

Do, Owex was descended from a Welsh fam-
iy of great respectability. His futher was
a nonconforming clergyman, who had been
educated at Oxford, and was reckoned a strict
puritan, y :

John, his second =sou, was born in the year
1616, and after receiving the rodiments of his
education, probably iu his futher’s house, he
was inifated into the prineiples of classieal
learning, by Edward Sylvester, master of a
private academy at Oxford. This respecta-
ble tator, not ouly taught Greek and Latin,
but was employed to malke, or correct Latin
discourses for the members of the university.
He lived to see a number of his pupils make
a distinguished figure in the world, among
whom, beside Owen, were Dr. John Wilkins,
Dr. Henry Wilkinson, and William Chilling-
worth.

Owen must have made rapid progress in
his studies, for at the early age of twelve, he
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was prepared to enter the nniversity, and was
admitted a stndent of Queen’s college, Oxford,
He knew that he must depend ou his learn-
ing to make his way through the world, as
his father had nothing to give him.  Nothing
15 commonly maore wnlavourable to genius
and indwostry, than heing born heir to a rich
estate. [t destrays that excitement which is
abzolutely necessary (o eounteract natural in-
delence ; while it chenshes thosz feclings of
pride and self importance, which are destrue-
tive of application and snccess. -

When Owen joined the university, and
while he continued at i, the leading mem-
bers were not greatly distinguished for their
learning and alents. Barlow igalmost the on-
Iy name which iz now associated with learn-
ing; the others are either forgottcn or un-
koown., Owen had Baclow for his instructor,
in mathematics and philusophy. Barlow aﬁer-
wards was chosen provost of his college, and
in 1676, was aado a bishop. He wasin doe-
trine a Calvinist,in philesophy an Aristotelian,
and in chuareh government an Episcopalian,
He wasa man of eminent ialents, aud ns great
a master of the learned lnugnages, and of the
celebrated authors who have written 1o them,
as any man of the age. Owen studied music,
asa recreation from his severer sindies, nnder
Dr. Thomas Wilson, o celebrated performer
aon the flute, whom e afterwards rsade Pro-
fessor of Music, in Oxford, when he rose to
be Vice-chancellor of that university.
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Owen’s high attainments in learning, will
pet be any matter of surprise, when it is
known, that daring his whole literary course,
he pursued his studies with ineredible indus-
try; allowing himself only four hours sleep
out of the (wenty-four. Ewvery hour redecm-
ed from sleep and other indulgences, is 3o
much clear gainy bnt it is not every consti-
tution whiclh will bear such a rigid cconomy
of time, and many by altemptiog it, have
done irreparable injury to their health and
comflory, and have ruined all their prospects
of emment usefulness in future life. Owen
was blessed with a sound avd vigorous con-
stitution. He was fond of vielent and robnst
exertion, and took frequent exercise of this
kind, which is so far from being nobeemning
in & grave student, it oughi to be considered
a part of that duty which be owes to bimself,

O the 11th of June, 1632, Dwen took his
first deeree, and in April 1633, at the age of
nineteen, he took his master's degree.  Lit-
erary degrees, when they prove a spur lo in-
dustry and are conferred only on such as
merit them, may he uwseful, but when they
are lm]ls::rllmna'refl} hESlDW{-‘d they lose their
value, and are despised by the genunine scho-
lar, and are sought after only by those on
witom they can bestow no honour or distines
tion,

During his course in the university, the
mind of Owen seems to have been little, if at
all under the influence of religious principle.
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Ambition to raise himself to some station of
enmunence in church or state, was the motiva
by which he was actuated, and which stimu-
lated him to such laborions exertion in the
acquisition of learning, but although - he
thought of no such thing, Providence was
preparing bim for extensive usefulness in the
church; especially by his writings, which can
never lose their value a8 long as evangelical
truth shall be in esteem. The deficiéncy of
supplies from his father, who was himself
poor, was amply made up by an uncle, the
proprietor of a considerable estate in Wales,
who had ne children of his own, and intend-
ed to male his nephew his heir, which de-
sign, however, was noever carried into effect.

Previously to his leaving the wnivessity,
whiich event oceurred in his twenty-first year,
he became the subjcet of scrious religions
1mpressions, bar how they were produced, no
means of aseertaining now remains. MHe had
received a teligious education in his father’s
hounse, and impressions then made, were pro-
bably now revived, Buot, however this nay
be, the convictions which now seized him
were deep and pungent, so as not only-to

oduce great seriousness of mind, but even
to affect the health of his body. The spirit-
ual conflicts, through which he now passed,
appear to have been intended to fit him for
the work which he was destined to perform
at a future period; and probably communi-
cated to his writings that tone of spiritual feel-



